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Notes From The Editor:

My apologies to everyone for having missed an issue.  A change in my job responsibilities (requiring more travel) and my stepfather’s illness have both impacted my available time.  Hopefully, I will be able to budget my time better and get everything out “on-time” in the future. 

My two Hillmans, the Avenger and the ’62 Minx Convertible are coming along very well.  The Minx is almost ready for the paint shop, with the entire interior removed along with the central instrument cluster.  It should come out looking quite nice.  I hope to get the front seat of the Avenger fixed and have it ready for some “long range” shows.  Speaking of which, see the item below.

The big Rootes event of 2003 will be the 2003 “Sunbeam United” on September 25-28.  The Brotherhood of the Three Spires has been specifically invited to this meet and we are sponsoring a trophy for Hillmans.  The event will be in the Harrisburg, PA area.  Contact Thom Ehrhart RD 2, Box 600 Black Ridge Rd. Annville, PA  17003 .  The Press Release for this show is at the end of this newsletter.

Hillman Ads:

FOR SALE: 1961 Hillman Husky (For Sale, No title, Runs).  Charlotte, N.C.  Contact: miss_teaz@msn.com
FOR SALE: I have been working on my Hillman for over five years but can't finish the project for health reasons.  SO, I want to see if anyone is interested in buying the car from me.  I have over $15K invested but know that I can never recover my costs or even a small fraction.  Never the less, I will consider any reasonable offer.  My email address is fullergm@aol.com and my telephone number is (865) 938-3471. Complete 1953 Hillman Minx drop-head coupe (convertible) in boxes. All parts refurbished or replaced. Engine overhauled with new pistons and hardened valve seats. New upholstery, top, and carpet to original specifications.. Body primed and ready for paint. All rust cut out and replaced with new metal to new condition. New tires and brakes. All rubber new. Owner's, shop, and parts manuals. Mike Fuller 7701 Greengable Lane, Powell, TN 37849 
WANTED: Want to purchase Hillman Husky, approximately 1960.  Needs to be in USA preferably west coast Washington state would be ideal, have trailer nice if it runs, not necessary though can be other than stock. Contact: jalkara@whidbey.net
For Sale: 1954 Hillman coupe. $500.  Contact Dave Dawn, 201 Elizabeth St., SE Albuquerque, NM 87123 505-299-2901.

For Sale: 1966 Sunbeam Minx 4 door sedan.  $450.  Todd Stoehr, Two Harbors, MN. E-mail toddstoehr@aol.com
For Sale: Reproduction floor pans for convertible. Gerald Shetler, 4793 Jody Lynn Dr, Mentor, OH 44060   440-257-1582 or e-mail cargershetler@msn.com
How I Got My Hillman:

The mechanic from whom I get my parts is British. Here is his story: 

Actually, a 1947 Hillman Minx was the first car I drove illegally on our city streets at the tender age if 14. We had been to a Beetles concert in the City of Bristol about 40 miles south. On the way home my mates elder brother who owned the car decided to get fresh with his girlfriend in the back seat. So he challenged us young"uns to drive home. My mate Brian was a hopeless case and we nearly hit some cars going up the A38 into Gloucester where we lived. So it was my turn to do better, and I did. Driving the remainder of the trip into the city I decided to go through the city centre. The roads were soaking wet since it was raining heavily, and I lost control of the beast in Northgate St in a skid. Not knowing how to control sliding skid I turned the bloody thing over onto its side and crashed into a business called the Empire Shoe Shop & Repair. I can still vividly remember the crash of plate glass and being bombarded with glass pots of Meltonian shoe cream that were falling down on the car from inside displays. 

A sorry end for a classic ’47 Minx!

Car of the Quarter:

Wouldn’t it be great to walk into a showroom and buy a brand new Hillman today?  Just pick out your model and colors and drive away with your prize?  Well as amazing as it might seem, you can do just that and for roughly the equivalent of $5,000 I am told!  Unfortunately there are some small difficulties in doing this.  First is that you have to travel to Iran.  Second is that the car could not be brought into the USA.  Not because of safety reasons or lack of emissions control, but because there is a trade embargo with Iran.  

How and why did Hillman Hunters (known to us Americans as Sunbeam Arrows) come to be manufactured in Iran over 35 years after the car was introduced in England and the USA?   A good question.  To answer that we have to go back to the early 1960’s when Rootes arranged to ship about 100 Super Minxes to Iran in CKD form (Completely Knocked Down).  These were essentially car kits that needed to only be reassembled in a local plant.  Rootes was very experienced at doing this, there were Rootes assembly plants in Mexico in the fifties and Peru in the sixties and seventies.  There were also larger plants in both Australia and New Zealand.  The New Zealand plant was locally owned and called Todd Motors.  

From this, a further arrangement was made with the Shah’s government in 1968 to begin assembly of the then new Hillman Hunter.  Again, the cars came in as kits and were locally put together.  This agreement continued through the remainder of the Shah’s reign and continued under the new government.  

There were several variations of the sedan.  A basic model for use as a taxicab and a fancier model for private use.  There were also single carb versions and dual carb versions.  While the Hunter was being built in England, the cars were shipped to Iran as CKD kit cars.  When production ceased in England, Citreon-Peugeot sold the machinery to build the cars and the engines to the Iran Khodro Industrial Group in 1985.  An agreement was signed for Citreon Peugeot to supply 65,000 engines.  I believe that these were the 1725cc Rootes engines.  Iran seems to have built both iron headed versions (single carb) and aluminum headed versions (twin carb).  Horsepower is comparable to that of similarly equipped Hunters (about 70 and 90 HP)

In 1992 Iran acquired the machinery to build the old Avenger (Cricket) 1600cc engines.  I believe that this machinery came from Volkswagen of Argentina (where the Avenger was built and sold by VW as the VW 1600 and 1800 at least until 1990).  The Avenger engine was then installed in the old Hunter body to create the Paykan 1600.  In addition to the car versions, there was also a unique to Iran pickup truck (the Australians would this a Ute).  

Production over the years has varied.  However, from the figures I have seen, it appears that possibly 800,000 cars have been built.  This means that Iran has produced about 30% MORE Paykans then Rootes/Chrysler UK produced Hunters (of all variants).  

The Iranian Paykan is all Hillman Hunter, except of course being left hand drive, with the interiors being suited to local conditions.  I have an early (1970’s) sales Brochure and a later owner’s manual.  While the sales brochure is in English (more or less, the wording is not quite American or British) the owner’s manual is in Farsi (that is the language spoken in Iran).  

Sales of the Paykan are still going strong today, but the handwriting is on the wall.  A recent announcement by Iran Khodro Industrial Group that production of the Paykan will be phased out over the next year or two and it will be replaced by a more modern car.  One reason for this is smog.  Newer car designs produce much cleaner exhausts and it is cheap to use a Peugeot design then to try and modify the engine in the Paykan.  In addition, the body design of the Paykan is now 35+ years old and better and cheaper to build car designs are available. However, according to my sources, a new Paykan costs the equivalent of about $5,000 while the replacement cars are at least double that price.   Of course, the biggest problem with the Sunbeam Arrow in the USA was rust, a problem rarely encountered in a desert country like Iran.  No snow, no salted roads.  However, that is not to say that everything is a bed of roses.  Many roads in Iran are unpaved and the cars do take a beating.  However, the tough Arrow body shell stands up to this very well. 

In the recent Peking to Paris Rally, several Paykans were entered by Iranian teams.  They did not place very well, but considering that the winning vehicle was a Jeep, just finishing at all was an achievement!  So while cars like the ’57 Chevy and ’65 Mustang have long gone out of production, the mighty Hillman Hunter soldiers on along with other immortals like the old Volkswagen beetle (still being built and sold in Mexico and Brazil).  A truly great and timeless design.  If only I could figure out a way to buy one and bring it back!!! 

SUNBEAM UNITED XXIV

"Where your ROOTES meet America's roots"

25 through 28 September, 2003
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Harrisburg    Pennsylvania

Sponsored by in partnership with

Sunbeam Alpine Owners Club Of America

Sunbeam Rapier Registry

Sunbeam Sportscar Owners Club Of Canada  

The Brotherhood of the Three Spires

Make those vacation plans and mark your calendar now. SUNBEAM UNITED XXIV is a four day action packed educational driving fun filled event for young and old.  This all ROOTES show and Sunbeam Mecca is planned to be a family vacation destination. Family activities are scheduled each day. There will be lots of Sunbeam-Hillman driving and of course tons of Rootes parts, talk and a walk down those memory lanes. 

Activities include tours of Harley Davidson plant, Civil War Battlefield, PA Capitol, National Civil War Museum and the New $12 Million Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) Museum.  A spectacular concours d'Elegance is planned followed by a ROOTES Drive-in movie night with a free Hot Air balloon flight by a lucky Sunbeam-Hillman couple and Helicopter rides for all who desire. There will be a rallye in the mountains and of course all the usual Sunbeam activities expected at a UNITED, Tech sessions, Auction, Parts, Hospitality, Club meetings, etc. and a terrific family friendly hotel. 
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