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DUES ARE DUE!, please send four 33 cent stamps.

Its Spring and our thoughts should turn to getting our Hillmans out of winter storage and ready for the car shows!  That also means it is dues time….. again the dues are four postage stamps (I know, our dues have gone up from 32 cents to 33 cents per issue, sorry).  

I recently got a letter from Waldo Greer out in Nebraska who saved a 1959 Series 3 Minx Special.  How he ever found the car is actually amazing as it was totally hidden by tall grass.  He recovered it and is now willing to part it out or sell it as a parts car.   See the ad in the “Hillman Ads” section. 

Members:  We keep adding members, two to four per issue and I think we have still many, many more Hillman collectors to add to our ranks-they just have not discovered us yet.  

James Ricardson

RR 1, Box 207C, Deering Ridge Rd

Hollis Center, ME 040402

Jeff Throop

9212 Sunridge DR

Riverside, CA 92508

Jean-Louis T. O’Fallon

719 Yale St

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Joe Jascur

827 Hobson St 2nd Floor

Union, NJ 07083

Jim Richardson just bought a 1967 Sunbeam Minx from Joe Fratello on Long Island, and drove it home to Maine.  Joe Jascur owns a 1948 Phase II Minx convertible that sounds like the one I owned back in 1963-64.  I bought the car in Nyack, NY for something like $50 (maybe it was $25) as it had a seized engine.  I bought a connecting rod from a junked Phase II in a local junkyard and had to shim the bearing using a piece of aluminum flashing.  That got the car running and I drove it home.  I did all of this work in a gravel parking lot of a local bar up there!  After I got the car home, I decided that I really didn’t need it so I sold it to a friend of mine who lived in the Bronx.  The car was painted a bright orange-red 

and had pieces of a ’57 Ford grill replacing the original.  I came across the car in the late seventies in Wayne, NJ-it had a new, brown tufted interior and a new top but was still painted the orange red and still had the pieces of the ’57 Ford grill.  The price tag was now $1,800.  I looked at it, but did not buy it.  Recently, Joe Jascur got on the Hillman list on the internet and wrote about his car-as soon as I read his message, I knew he had my old car!  Although I have not seen it, I am pretty sure it is the same car.  I wonder if anyone has fixed my temporary bearing repair????  Anyway, welcome to Jim, Jeff, Jean-Louis and Joe. 

Hillman Ads:

Series III Hillman Minx Special (1959).  In need of restoration or parts car.  Contact: Mr. J. Waldo Greer

215 N. 13th Street, Beatrice, Nebraska 68310

Series IIIC Hillman-black with red interior, RHD with British and American license plates.  Make offer! Car is in Fremont, CA.  510-226-8856 after 6:00 PM

Complete drivetrain for Mark VIII Minx (convert).  Includes radiator, OHV engine, trans, drive shaft, rear end, wheels, front end (complete), horns and complete heater blower assembly.  Make offer.  Call Jeff at 602-837-9207 (Arizona)

Unique customized 1957 Hillman Convertible:  This car must be seen to be believed!  Candy apple red paint, custom tail fins and tail lights, continental spare, red and white custom interior, wire wheel hubcaps, etc.  Contact Leo Botthcer, P.O. Box 41, Cook, NE 68329-0041

Rubber Parts for Husky:  Side window gasket, part number 1245.0 from WEFCO Rubber Mfg. Co. Inc, 1655 Euclid St, Santa Monica, CA 90404.  Cowel & hood seal=LP-14C, Rear door to body seal=LP-40B, rear window (back door seal)=LP-31 all from Metro Moulded Parts, Inc. 1-800-878-2237 (Minnesota)

Car of the Quarter: 
The “car of the Quarter” for this issue is the Hillman Minx Series I.  Actually, Rootes did not call it the Series I initially, they called it the “New Minx” (which is what they called the Mark III back in 1948). It only became a Series I after the introduction of the Series II.   

We are now beginning the true “glory days” of Rootes in America, each year from 1957 onward would set new sales records for Hillman, reaching nearly 30,000 cars in 1959.  But to fully understand why Rootes was so successful in the late fifties, we must go all the way back to the nineteen thirties and look at the genius of William Rootes.  William Rootes, alone among the auto makers of Europe, recognized that America ( and not Europe) led in the design of inexpensive mass produced cars.  Thus he searched out the best American auto designers available.  In the mid thirties, Rootes made a connection with Raymond Loewy, one of the most outstanding designers of the era.  In addition to being able to produce striking designs, Raymond Loewy also knew how to bring in everything on a tight or virtually non-existent budget-something that designers like Harley Earl at General Motors did not  have to deal with.  For a small company like Rootes, this was very important.

Raymond Loewy had done some work on the 1948 Minx Mark III-particularly adding the rear fender line to keep the car from being slab sided.  This was a good idea as it allowed the body to be used up until 1956.  Other cars that used the slab sided look became very dated looking by the early fifties.  Examples of this being the Kaiser in the US and the Singer SM 1500 in England.

So it was no surprise that William Rootes called in Raymond Loewy’s team to design the next generation Minx.  It was code named Audax (which means audacious).  At the time, Raymond Loewy was being internationally acclaimed for his design of the 1953 Studebakers-a design that won awards both in the US and Europe, in fact, it was more highly regarded in Europe then in America.  

It is therefore no surprise that the new Audax looked like a miniature 1953 Studebaker. Very cleverly, Rootes introduced the new style in the very low volume Sunbeam Rapier in October of 1955.  This allowed them to get the bugs out of the production line by building the very low volume Sunbeam (only 7,477 Series I Rapiers were built between October 1955 and February 1958) prior to building the large volume Hillman Minx.  Thus in May of 1956 Rootes introduced the “New Minx” as a replacement for the Mark VIIIA Minx.  

Initially only two body styles were offered, a four door sedan and a convertible.  The four door sedan came in two versions in England-the DeLuxe and the “Special”.  As far as I can tell, no Series I Specials were imported into the US.  It took two months for the Minx to be announced in the US-on July 19, 1956 according to the New York Times. Rootes claimed that the new car was the result of eight years of study of the US market.  

The timing of the introduction turned out to be very bad, coinciding with the introduction, there was a war in the Middle East and the Suez canal was closed.  As England got all of its oil from the Middle East, gasoline rationing was imposed and the English public turned to very small cars.  It was this first “fuel crises” that caused the development of the Austin/Morris Mini and the English Ford Anglia…. in addition to the prototypes of the Imp.  

So the “New” Minx got off to a slow start in England and Europe.  Fortunately in those far off days, America got all of its oil from places like Texas and California so that first “fuel crises” had no effect here. 

The New Minx got an up rated version of the 1390cc overhead valve engine introduced in the Mark VIII Minx.  Horsepower went to 47 from 43 and the fuel pump was relocated from the rear of the block to the front.  Otherwise the engine stayed basically the same.  It still was one of the smoothest running fours in the world.  The new design allowed an improved engine mounting, smoothing out the engine even more.  Even today, it is hard to feel one of these engines when it is running.  I personally think that one of the reasons Hillmans had so many problems with starters here in the North East was due to the fact that people tried to start engines that were already running-with disastrous results to both the starter and ring gear.  The transmission, while based on the old Minx box, was really a new unit-with the cover on top, creating the possibility of a floor shift.  Although the rear axle was somewhat different, it was still a spiral bevel of 4.78:1 ratio. The road wheels stayed 15 inch, but went from three bolt lugs to four bolt lugs.  Tires stayed at 5.60x15 for the American market.

A completely new front suspension was installed, giving a notable improvement in handling but the old worm and nut type of steering box was kept-which when worn, became very loose..  This problem would not be rectified until the adoption of a recirculating 

ball steering box in the Series III.  The rear axle was still held by leaf springs and all four wheels had telescoping shocks instead of the old lever type. 

On the outside the whole car was new- a completely new unit body that did not share anything with the Mark VIII.  Although appearing lower and longer, the new Minx was almost the same length as the old one, despite the fact that the wheelbase grew by three inches.  Ride of course improved.  The entire car had a new, modern look-but still had a strong flavor of the ’53 Studebaker and maybe a hint of a 1955-56 Ford.  The wrap around rear window was unique in Europe but Rootes wisely stayed with a flat windshield-thus avoiding the problems American cars of the era were having with both distortion and having the lower corner of the windshield blocking entry and exit from the front seats.  Those of us from that time remember bumping our knees on the windshield corner.  

Top speed of the Minx was now up to 77 MPH, a jump from the 73 MPH of the Mark VIII.  Interestingly, the weight of the car only increased from 2,115 to 2,185.  Still a heavy car for its size.  The Californian model was dropped-so those buyers who wanted a hardtop had to buy a Sunbeam Rapier (for about $500 more).  The convertible kept the three position capability from the older Minx Marks- fully closed, fully open or with the panel above the driver and passenger open in a “coupe de-ville” position.  Those of us who have owned one of these convertibles know how convenient this position is on those days when sun and showers are mixed.  

All in all the new Minx was a winner, a really beautiful design along with the 1390cc overhead valve engine.  There is no doubt that these Minxes were pleasant cars to drive although all of the controls felt heavy.  This was actually not a draw back in 1957 as it made the Minx feel very much like an America car of the time-in fact the new Minx was really an American car in miniature.  There were a number of things in the car that were dictated by William Rootes and B.B.Winter (head of engineering), one of which was the requirement for no rubber fittings in the steering.  The entire steering was metal to metal.  This created the need for a number of greasing points but insured, as much as possible, a solid connection.  It also meant that road shock would be felt in the steering wheel.  

This was the era of the big move to suburbia and every family needed two cars- a big Ford or Chevy station 

wagon and a small commuter car.  The Hillman Minx was an ideal commuter car, in fact, it made a great car-pool commuter car.  Sales of small cars were growing rapidly at this point.  Volkswagen had become the best selling imported car in the country and in 1957 sold over 60,000 cars here.  In fact, VW had a waiting list at this time.  

In addition, there was a fundamental change occurring at the Rootes dealers-there were now some bonafide real Sunbeam-Hillman dealers who specialized in the make and were big enough to truly support the cars.  Also, many American car dealers were taking on foreign cars in addition to their American cars.  Ford dealers were selling either English Fords or the German Taunus (Ford of Germany), Pontiac dealers got Vauxhall and would sell them for the next few years.  Buick dealers got Opels which they would sell through the seventies.  Chrysler dealers got Simca (which Chrysler had recently purchased).  The smaller independents, such as Studebaker and American Motors began selling everything from Renaults to Hillmans.  Interestingly, General Motors did not have any foreign car to sell through Oldsmobile dealers, so you will find a number of them selling Hillmans.   However, you will find Buick dealers, Ford dealers, etc. all selling Hillmans starting around this time.  The reason being, of course, the popularity of small imported cars.   

The price of the new Minx was up by a hundred dollars to $1,799 for the sedan and $1,999 for the convertible.  But compared with Chevrolet (then the cheapest American car), it was a bargain.  The cheapest 4 door Chevrolet cost $2,048 and the cheapest Chevy convertible came in at $2,511.  The increase in prices for American cars was a major factor in the increase of sales for cars like the Hillman.  Hillman managed to sell 13,036 cars in America in 1957.  Total production of the Series I was about 75,000.  Rootes total production for 1957 was 94,493, with 41,684 being exported around the world (this includes the 13,036 cars shipped to America).  For 1957 Rootes had 11% of the British market.  Due to both the new model and the “fuel crisis”, Rootes lost about 600,000 English pounds in 1957. 

However, things would improve for Rootes the following year-despite a “recession” in America.  The next issue of “Melodies” will cover the Series II Minx.  
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