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As you can see, this issue of Melodies is over  a month late-the reason was that I was at the first National Hillman Meet in the Seattle area on Saturday, June 27 and then went on vacation,,, I am still catching up! I apologize to everyone and I will try to get the next issue out on time.

Hillman Meet
The day of the meet started out overcast, but it began clearing and by mid afternoon was beautiful.  The sun was shining on eight Hillmans, a Sunbeam Minx and a Sunbeam-Talbot 90.  I do not think there have been eight Hillmans together since Rootes/Chrysler phased out the Hillman name plate in 1967 (with the last Huskies and Super Minxes).  

There was plenty of Hillman talk, various parts changed hands and everyone studied everyone else’s Hillman.  Although this was supposed to be a US meet, it wound up being an international meet with two vintage Hillmans coming down from Vancouver.  These two beautiful cars-a gold/bronze 1947 Phase I sedan and a silver 1948 Phase II sedan - really were eye catchers. 

Astonishingly there were three Mark VIII’s at the show-a convertible, a sedan and a Californian.  In addition there was a Series I sedan, a Series II sedan, a Series VI Sunbeam Minx and a Series I Husky.  

Winners Were:

Best in Show: 46 Phase 1 sedan: Morris & Mary McKenzie (and family), Abbottsford, BC, Canada

Best Mark: 48 Phase 2 sedan: Fred (Lemae?), Chilliwack, BC - Canada

Best Accessories:  55 Mark VIII sedan: Mike Tresch, Puyallup, Washington 

Melody Award:  57 Series 1 Minx sedan: Jim Leach, Seattle, (owned by Leach family since new)

Best Series:  58 Series 2 Minx sedan: Bud and Betty Brick, Marysville, WA (owned by Bud and Betty since new)

 People's Choice: 58 Series 2 Minx sedan: Bud and Betty Brick, Marysville, WA (owned by Bud and Betty since new)

Best Husky:  60 Series 1 Husky: Budd Bennion (owner), Dick Sanders (driver for day) owned since 1971 

Best Other:  66 Series 6 Sunbeam Minx sedan: Donn & Evangaline Anderson; Puyallup, WA.

Best Rootes 4 Seater: 51 Sunbeam-Talbot 90: Peter & Karen Woodall, Richfield, Washington 

Longest distance traveled award: 51 Sunbeam-Talbot 90: Peter & Karen Woodall, Richfield, Washington. 

After the awards had been given out, we all drove back to Bellevue and had dinner at an authentic 50’s drive in.  The row of Hillmans driving down the back roads of Washington state drew a lot of attention and we got even more at the drive in.  All in all, a great day for Hillmans in North America.  Craig and Nancy Burlingame did an absolutely wonderful job of organizing and running the show (and loaning out one of their Hillmans and putting up an entire family as house guests!!!).  

It was agreed at the meet that there will not be a Hillman meet in 1999- instead, we will all attend SUNNI III in Montana.  So, if you haven’t marked your calendar, mark July 6-10, 1999!  

Members:  We have several new members as a result of the show!  

Mark Hughes

P.O. Box 4242

South Colby, WA 98384

J.H. Hillman, Jr.

Sherry Lakes Apartments

96 Revere House

Conshohocken, PA  19428

Morris McKanzie

34795 Arden Dr

Abbotsford, BC

CANADA V2S 2X9

Ads: Ads for Hillman cars, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of 

the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 

Cars and Parts for sale: 

57 Hillman Minx, stored ten years, very little rust, engine turns.  Contact:  William Andrews, 40 Gordon Ave., Carbondale, PA 18407.  Phone 717-282-3866

64 Hillman Super Minx, 46K, recently rebuilt Borg Warner automatic, new battery, starter, radiator, fuel lines, brakes, etc.  Carb rebuilt, gas tank cleaned and 

sealed.  Car is black with red interior.  Asking $2,900.  Chris Bethman, 609-296-7219 (New Jersey).

64 Hillman Husky, grey and white, green interior.  $2,800.  McLean Enterprises, 14 Sagamore Rd, Rye, NH 03870.  Phone 603-436-1989.

Although not a Hillman, one of our members is selling a Fiberfab Aztec 7 Kit Car-with 69 Volkswagen chassis, with plates and registration, many new mechanical parts, extra motor and suspension.  Missing some body and mechanical parts-needs assembly.  Manuals included.  $1,000  Call David Pilpa-Augustyn at 626-584-6957.

David also has some parts for sale for the IMP…  “B” letter-$5, Water Pump kit (7050017) $15, Head Gasket (7050076) $15, Wheel Cyl Kit (7080021) $5, Clutch Master Cyl kit (7080032) $10, clutch slave cyl kit (7080034) $5, Air Cleaner element (7080037) $10, Front wheel cyl kit (7080020) $5.  Shipping is extra. Call David Pilpa-Augustyn at 626-584-6957.

WANTED:  Series Hillman sedan, convertible or Husky.  Contact Tim Gladding, 15 Sheffield Lane, Northport, NY 11768.
Car of the Quarter:  Following the plan started several issues back, the “Car of the Quarter” will be the Hillman Minx Mark VII of 1954. 

In many ways the Mark VII like the Mark VI was a transition car.  Rootes retooled the rear section of the body and lengthened the trunk by several inches, this also lengthened the rear fenders.  The result was a somewhat larger trunk and (at least to my eyes) a more balanced looking car.  Still under the hood was the old Hillman 1265cc flathead engine, still putting out 37.5 horsepower.  This would be almost the last Minx with the flathead engine (actually the Mark VIII Special Sedan would be).   Top speed was again quoted at 68 MPH (which would seem reasonable).

Everything else stayed pretty much the same.  Rootes concentrated its attention on the rear of the car and left everything else the same.  There were also new tail lights-vertical rectangles to replace the prior round lights.  Of interest, these Lucas tail lights were shared with the then current AC Ace and Aceca (the Ace became the Shelby Cobra still wearing the same tail lights).  So owners of Mark VII’s can rightfully calim that their cars share something with the Cobra! 

Hillman sales in the United States in 1954 were somewhat lower then in 1953, dropping to  2,340.  However, at this point America cars began to creep up in both price and size.   This would begin to have a notable effect on Hillman sales in the next few years.  As it was, 1954 was probably the low point in Hillman sales for the decade.  In 1954 a base Chevrolet 4 door 

sedan cost $1,680 while a Hillman Minx 4 door cost $1,699.  Again, the Hillman convertible was substantially cheaper at $1,899 then the Chevrolet 

BelAire convertible at $2,185 and the Californian cost $1,899 compared to $2,061 for the Chevrolet BelAire 2 door hardtop.

Rootes total production came to 60,711 cars,                    cars, this included cars that were shipped to Japan “CKD” (or completely knocked down) for sale in Japan through Isuzu.  Very shortly, however, Japanese laws would require that the cars be totally made in Japan and Isuzu would build the Hillmans from scratch.  Rootes export business was doing very well, with 44,886 cars exported, while sales in England gave Rootes 11.0% of the total British market.  Profit in 1954 was 3.6 million British pounds, or about $10 million dollars.  

Hillman’s 2,340 cars would not even be one day’s production of Chevrolet-Chevy built 1,414,365 cars in 1954.  Hillman claimed over 700 dealers at that time but that number does not truly state the situation.

Hillman dealers were often just local gas stations or Hillman was just one of many makes carried by “English Car” dealers or “Foreign Car” dealers.  These dealers were usually under-financed and lacked the capability to really service the cars.  There was often no parts stockage to speak of (parts stockage cost money and these dealers did not have very much money) and the mix of various makes insured that no one of them could be supported.  It was the overall poor quality of foreign car dealers that eventually hurt Rootes and made it impossible for Rootes to compete with the compact cars made by the big three at the beginning of the nineteen sixties.   Volkswagen was the notable exception to this situation-VW demanded that the dealer be adequately financed and carry extensive parts stockage (roughly equivalent to enough parts to build two complete cars!).  Notice that while you can buy new Volkswagens today, there are only two British cars left (Rover and Jaguar).  

After 1954 the increasing size and price of American cars began to favor small imported cars and Hillman, being inexpensive, stylish and perfectly orthodox, began to get more and more sales despite the poor dealer support.  

The next issue will cover the ultimate “Mark” Hillman -the Mark VIII with the new 1,390cc overhead valve 

engine that would power hundreds of thousands of Hillmans for the next twenty years and several thousand Sunbeams and Singers.  
Hillman Lore:  Hillmans used unique wheels.  I have not seen a wheel anything like the Hillman wheel on any other car.  In a way, the Hillman wheel was decades ahead of every other wheel until the introduction of front wheel drive.  The high center section precludes the use of full wheel wheel covers except for the Hillman and Sunbeam wheel covers.  The Mark cars used three lugs on a 15 inch wheel (in the USA) and the Series cars up through the Series IIIC used four lugs on a 15 inch wheel.  The bolt pattern was on a 4 ¼ inch circle.  The Series V introduced four lug 13 inch wheels (the same as used on the Alpine).  Note that you cannot use the 13 inch wheel on the front of any of the earlier cars as the suspension will not clear the wheel.  You can use the 13 inch wheel on the rear through.  

There is only one other wheel that will fit the Hillman-that is the English Ford wheel.  It too is a four lug wheel with a 4 ¼ inch bolt circle.  The Ford wheel will also give the car a slightly wider stance and the Ford 13 inch wheel will clear the front suspension.  There was a very pretty styled steel wheel used on the 1970 and later Mercury Capri that will fit (these are very popular on Alpines).

The Husky used the 15 inch wheel for its entire existence.  The first, Mark, Husky used the same three lug wheel that was used on the Mark Minx and the later (Series) Husky used the same four lug fifteen inch wheel as the Series Minx.  The Super Minx used the thirteen inch wheel from the very beginning to the last one.  The same is true of the Sunbeam Arrow.  The Imp used its own twelve inch wheel.  Finally, the Cricket used a different thirteen inch wheel but with the same 4 ¼ inch bolt circle.  

The earlier, three lug wheels were 3 ½ inch rims while the later four lug fifteen inch wheels were 4 inch rims.  The thirteen inch rims came in three widths- four inch, four and a half inch and five inch.  

Fortunately, the wheels all have open centers and will fit on tire installation machines and wheel balancers.  Note that there are two holes on the wheels in addition to the lug holes.  One of these holes is for tire machine alignment and locking and the other is for brake 

adjustments.  The brake adjustment hole is close to the brake drum-while the tire machine hole is further out.  A word of warning, the wheels used on the Sunbeam Arrow seem to be somewhat fragile-if the lugs are tightened too tight they will actually pull through the wheel.  I suggest changing the wheels on an Arrow to wheels from an earlier Sunbeam Alpine, Minx or Super Minx.  The later (1969-70) Sunbeam Alpine and Alpine GT suffers from the same problem.  

Brakes
Although I wrote this earlier, it bears repeating- the wheel cylinders from a drum braked MGA will fit the Hillman.  The cylinders are the same size and will bolt in and work fine-the only difference is in the piston and cups-the MGA uses separate cups from the piston while the Series Minx uses cups that slip onto the piston.  The Mark Minx uses exactly the same wheel cylinders as the MG TD and MGA.  The Mark Minx also uses the same master cylinder as the MG TD.  

Unfortunately, the brake shoes used on the Minx are unique and you will have to go to an antique car brake shop and get you shoes relined.  I managed to buy a spare set for my ’59 Series IIIA at a recent car meet.  

SUNNI III

Again, I must mention SUNI III.  It is still a year away, but it is getting closer.  Begin your planning now and, if you can, devise ways to get your Hillman there. SUNI stands for Sunbeams United Nantional International.  Although a Sunbeam event, it is open to all Rootes cars and will not only have a show, but a big swap meet.  

The dates are July 6 through July 10, 1999 and the location will be the Big Sky Resort in Montana.  For more information, contact Jodie R.P. Brown, 13213 44th St NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258.  Phone number is 425-335-5450.  

So mark that calendar, schedule that vacation and begin planning on how to get your Rootes car there.  I am sure the cars that made it to this year’s Hillman meet could make it there! 
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