Thought I’d remind everyone that the very first USA National Hillman meet is going to be held on Saturday, June 27 at Snohomish Park in Washington.  If live anywhere near there, please fire up your Hillman and come!  I have gotten my airline ticket and hotel reservations and will be flying across the country to attend!  Prizes are planned for the Best Series Minx, Best Mark Minx, Best Husky, Best Other Hillman and Best Other Rootes 4 Seater.  If we are getting any Imps or Super Minxs pre-registered, there will be prizes for them also.  





Come on out and get that Hillman (or Sunbeam 4 seater) out to the show!





Now back to our regular newsletter.  Hello again, it is time to get your Hillman or Hillmans out of storage and ready for the Spring auto shows!  Change the oil, wash and wax the bodywork and spiff up the interior.  





Periodically I have to put in the newsletter why the club is named what it is and why the newsletter is called “Melodies”.  The inspiration for the club’s name came from the Hillman emblem itself-on the later cars the emblem appeared to be three tear drops, but on the early cars the emblem shows itself to be three church steeples or spires. Borrowing a little from Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings” and the fact that I am sure if Hobbits had driven cars, they would have driven Hillmans, I decided to call the club the “Brotherhood of the Three Spires”.  





“Melodies” is more direct, but less understandable to Americans…. One the first automobiles equipped with a radio was a special model of the Hillman Minx called the “Melody Minx”.  Since this car came out in the nineteen thirties and Hillmans were not imported into the United States until 1948, the Melody Minx was (and is) totally unknown here.  However, I had to have a name for the newsletter and the only thing I could come up with was “Melodies”.  If anyone out there has an idea for a better name (maybe the “Super Newsletter”?) please write me or E-Mail me (at Jeyerman@ix.netcom.com) and I will very much consider a new name for the newsletter.  





Since our last issue, Verne Hillman has sent me a letter and a picture of the over 80 shows attended in 7 states and more then 75 trophies won.  He actually won the longest distance driven trophy at a meet in Alabama! Unless I hear from someone else, I think Verne’s ’58 Series II wagon has the honor of being the most show shown Minx in the club (and probably in the United States)  





Members:  We gained three new members this quarter-actually two of them in the last week!  





Mr. William Marose


P.O. Box 334


Herald, CA 95638





Henry Irons


914 Seagrape Lane


Vero Beach, FL 32963





Bill Miller


19 Long View Lane


Hamburg, NJ 07419





Henry Irons has a 1955 Minx Convertible that he bought new from Rootes in New York City!  He has owned the car now for over 40 years and is currently restoring it.  I believe that Henry is the only member that still has a Hillman that he purchased new and has owned continuously.  Bob Sekelsky is a close second currently owning his parent’s 1960 Hillman.





Parts Sources:  Just some general information on parts this issue-





Kip Motors  972-243-0440





Parts Bin  716-773-5810





Mario (Canada)  514-444-2900





Wisconsin   800-362-1025





Sunbeam Specialties   408-371-1642





Other sources…. 





Water Pumps and wiper motors-800-475-9257





Engine Rebuilding-860-399-5967 (Connecticut)





Ads: Ads for Hillman cars, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of 


the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars and Parts for sale: 





Husky Mark I, 1958 $1,600.  516-369-4134





Series III, 1959 Convertible, not running. $500. 316-653-4531 (KS)





1959 Minx DeLuxe Sedan.  Stored inside past 32 years.  Excellent body, light gray and turquoise.  Ran when stored.  $3,000 obo.  608-723-7403 (WI)





1959 Minx Special Sedan, original condition, no rust, needs clutch.  $1,850.  516-369-4134





1960 Super Minx Convertible (either year or model is wrong), automatic, $2,000.  516-283-6047





Sunbeam Minx, 1967, 33,000 miles, excellent condition.  $4,200   516-369-4134





SAVING THE BEST FOR LAST!





Sunbeam Minx 1965, 35,000 original miles, 3rd owner, very nice condition, automatic.  99% rust free.  $1,700, Scott Woerth, 610-593-2201





WANTED:  Still wants Series Hillman sedan, convertible or Husky.  Contact Tim Gladding, 15 Sheffield Lane, Northport, NY 11768.





Car of the Quarter:  Following the plan started several issues back, the “Car of the Quarter” will be the Hillman Minx Mark VI of 1953. 





The Mark VI Minx was introduced in February of 1953 in both England and the United States as the “21st Anniversary Model”.  The Mark VI was both an interim model and a somewhat unique car.  The interim aspect was that  while the car retained the basic shape of the Mark V model but had a new grille, new door handles (push button type), new flashing turn signals to replace the old “trafficators” and in the engine a new carb, manifold and cylinder head.  The short tail and trunk of the Mark V was retained with this model, but the newer style grille was employed.  The grille was somewhat unique in England and America-being a chrome covered “hole” in the front of the car instead of a horizontal chromed opening.  By way of comparison-the grille on the Mark VI was similar to the grille on the 1955 Chevrolet (which was in itself a very unique style grille for the USA) while the more normal grille designs were like the 1956 Chevy.





The engine changes did not result in any change in horsepower, it stayed at 42.  Top speed dropped (?) to 68 MPH (from 72 MPH claimed for the Mark V) while fuel mileage was claimed to be 26 MPG.  





Prices were up still again for this year, the Minx Sedan now costing $1,699, the Convertible $1,899 and the Estate Wagon up to $1,949.  Again, the Minx was actually more expensive then a basic Chevrolet-a 1953 


Chevrolet Special 2 door sedan cost $1,614, or about $70 less then a Minx. 





The big news at Hillman was the introduction of a new model for the Minx line, the Californian.  Take a Hillman convertible and add a hardtop to the body and presto! A Minx Californian hardtop.  Also new for Hillman on the Californian were two tone color schemes.  Price of this neat little car was $1,899, or the same price as the convertible.  While the regular Hillman sedan was more expensive then it’s Chevrolet counterpart, both the Californian and the convertible were much cheaper then any of the American “big three” models.  The cheapest Chevy convertible was three hundred dollars more expensive then the Hillman and a Chevy hard top (“sports coupe”) was about $75 more then a Californian.  





This probably explains why Hillman seemed to sell larger numbers of convertibles and hardtops then sedans in the United States.  





Sales of Hillmans in the United States in 1953 totaled 4,506 cars, slightly down from the 4,782 sold in 1952.  World wide, Rootes sold 44,463 Mark VI’s. Rootes had 11.67% of the British market in 1953, and again it’s percentage of the American market was not even measurable.  Rootes profit in 1953 was 2.2 million pounds or about $5 million..  





Colors for the sedan and convertible were black with either red or light fawn interior, mid green with light Fawn interior, golden sand with red interior, claret with golden fawn interior, quartz blue with red or light fawn interior. 





The two tone combinations for the Californian were:  Ivory with black top and red interior, balmoral gray with quartz blue top and red interior, pastel green with bottle green top and light fawn interior, limestone gray with claret top and red interior. 





Finally, for the first time the Estate car had its own color choices-Beech Green with red or brown interior and cruiser gray with red or brown interior.  





Hillmans color choices were both increasing and with the new two tones, improving.  In addition, Hillman was now naming the colors instead of just calling the colors red, green, etc.  





Evidentally the Mark VI Minx was introduced in England during the week of February 20, 1953 as the “AutoCar” and “Motor”  magazines ran special issues on it during that week.  Some of the suppliers were:





Perfecta glass for windshields and ventilating windows, Vandervell for the engine bearings; Hertfordshire Rubber Company for the rubber trim; Buoyant Lace Web Seating from the Lace Web Spring Company; Pressed Steel Company for the body; Burman Steering; precision forgings from Garringtons Limited; AC Products for air cleaner, crankcase breather, fuel pump, thermostat, radiator cap; Pyrene for the bumpers; Smith’s Stampings for the crankshaft; Coventry Radiator for the radiator; Smiths for the gauges. 





Advertisements continued in the major American Magazines- now including National Geographic and Esquire.  One of Hillman’s new plans was “Fly and Drive” vacations or “overseas purchase”.  In those days you could arrange through your local Hillman dealer to buy your car in America and pick it up in Europe.  You could then use it on your vacation and return it to the European dealer for shipment to the United States-or sell it it as a used car.  By doing this you saved the rather substantial import taxes that the United States used to impose (before things like Free Trade and GATT, etc.) .





In addition, Hillman ran double page ads in the industry trade journal- “Automotive News” touting that there were over 700 dealers in the US putting “money in the bank” for 1953.  Interestingly, the ad also mentions the Rover and Land Rover in addition to the Hillman, Sunbeam and Humber lines that made up the Rootes Group at that time.  








More Hillman Lore:  Hillman was not only one of the first small 4 cylinder cars to offer an automatic transmission (the Smith’s Easidrive electric automatic in 1960) but also one of the first to offer real air conditioning (on the Series III in late 1959).  I have seen one car with air conditioning (in a junkyard in Brooklyn NY in 1967-possibly a show car or a demo car for Rootes in New York City), saw one road test in a British magazine in 1960 and there is a member of the club in Puerto Rico that has one.  A rare accessory indeed.  It was an add on unit installed by the dealer, but still one of the first.  Price for the unit was $269 plus labor to install (probably brought the total price to about $350).





The next Hillman to have an air conditioning option was not called a Hillman-but rather a Plymouth.  The 1971 Plymouth Cricket had air conditioning as an option.  I saw and drove several-the cars were usually loaded… with full instruments, white wall tires, deluxe trim, AM-FM radio, etc.  





For members in the east, we are trying get a class for Hillmans at the Moss Motors meet on April 25 in Dover, New Jersey.  If interested, give me a call at 973-584-8476 in the evening.





DON’T FORGET TO BEGIN PLANNING FOR THE SUNI UNITED MEET IN BIG SKY, MONTANA IN 1999!!!
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