





My apologies for the lateness of this issue of Melodies.  Unfortunately, late December and early January turned out to be very busy for me-my mother was hospitalized and after she came home, I had an emergency business trip for a week.  Then I got stuck on jury duty!  Fortunately everything has been sorted out and I can now get back to getting the “Melodies” out!





Time for our Winter issue.  It has been a busy time since the Fall issue of Melodies.  I have put my car into Winter storage until the first car shows in the Spring.  I am sure all of the other Hillman owners in Northern climates have been doing the same.  





Verne Hillman of Tennessee probably holds the record for both the most antique car meets attended by a Hillman and the most prizes won by a Hillman in one year.  He attended 26 shows in four states, won 15 awards and drove 4,650 miles.  That included 3 first places.  All of this in less then 6 months.  Quite an achievement for Verne and his 1958 Series II  Minx Estate Wagon. 





Verne is also interested in having Hillman key chains made.  He needs to order 300 of them, if you are interested, please contact Verne at:





Verne Hillman


430 Long Meadow Circle


Pulaski, TN 38478





DUES ARE DUE





Please send 4 postage stamps to cover your dues for the next year to the Melodies!  Send them to Brotherhood of the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836, USA





Members:  Only two new members this time.


Tim Gladding


15 Sheffield Lane


Northport, NY 11768





Mr. William Marose


P.O. Box 334


Herald, CA 95638





BIG HILLMAN NEWS!


Craig Burlingame is planning a Hillman NW show at Snohomish Park in the Seattle area on June 27, 1998.  The first ever gathering of Hillmans in the 








United States.  I urge everyone in the club to try and make it.  I will be checking the “super discount” airfares from New Jersey!  For more information, call Craig at 425-641-5666.  I hope to see all of the Northwest Members at this meet and don’t forget to bring your Hillmans!  





Parts Sources:  Kip Motors specializes in “orphans” and can supply a lot of odd stuff. One of the items he does have is windshield and rear window rubber!   Although these fit well and work great, I strongly recommend that you have an experienced auto glass shop install it.  It is not an easy job and takes someone who knows old cars to get it right (glass on new cars is glued in).  Especially as the rubber used in these new ones is far more flexible then the original.  Try him at 972-243-0440.





An outfit in Hemmings Motor News is advertising Convertible tops for 1950 and later Hillmans, $145.  Sidney, 617-889-0600 days or 781-334-4145 eves. 





Another ad in Hemmings list someone parting out a 1964 Minx Sedan and a 1958 Convertible-612-572-0272 (Minnesota)





Ads: Ads for Hillman cars, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of 


the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars and Parts for sale: 





1948 Minx Convertible.  $6,500 US.  Donald Halland, 15 Carle Ave West, Saint John, E2M-4Y4, N.B., Canada.





1950 Minx Convertible, black, bugundy leather interior, $3,500.  Ron Filardi, 516-673-1166 (New York)





1959 Convertible, #5 condition, restorable, $500. 316-653-4531 (Kansas)





Hubcaps:  Have a set of 4 hubcaps for 13 inch wheeled Rootes cars.  Jan Eyerman-973-584-8476.





1954 and 1955 Hillman Californians and 1964(?) Super Minx(no engine) for sale.  Dave Dawn 201 Elizabeth St. SE, Albuquerque, NM 87123- 505-299-2901. Dave also has NOS Lucas lenses for sale.    














WANTED:  Series Hillman sedan, convertible or Husky.  Contact Tim Gladding, 15 Sheffield Lane, Northport, NY 11768.





Car of the Quarter:  Following the plan started several issues back, the “Car of the Quarter” will be the Hillman Minx Mark V of 1952. 





If there were only minor changes in the Hillman Minx for 1951, there were even fewer for the Mark V Minx of 1952.  The new model was introduced in England in October of 1951 and in February of 1952 in the United States.  





Outwardly the only changes were the additions of two vertical chrome pieces on either side of the grill-closing it in or squaring it a strip of chrome along the front fender and a chrome “kick plate” on the bottom leading edge of the rear fender. Engine and interior stayed the same.  Although all of the mechanicals stayed the same, performance increased slightly, with top speed now quoted at 72 MPH up from 68 MPH.  All of the other specifications stayed the same. 





As with the Mark IV’s, the engines were  silky smooth.  At idle it was almost impossible to tell if the engine was running.  This was quite an achievement for such a small four cylinder engine.  Some critics have said that Rootes did not know how to build performance engines and that might have been true, but they sure knew how to build smooth and quirt running engines that were very rugged. 





Prices were up again for this year, the Minx Sedan now costing $1,645, the Convertible $1,845 and the Estate Wagon staying at $1,938.  Again, the Minx was actually more expensive then a basic Chevrolet-a 1952 


Chevrolet Special 2 door sedan cost $1,614, or about $30 less then a Minx.  Despite the price, Hillman sales reached 4,782 cars in 1952 (this included some left over 1951 Mark IV’s).  At this point in time, Hillmans were not very competitive in the American market, the cars were too expensive for their size and only the gradual increase in size and price of American cars over the next five or six years would give Hillman a chance in the American market.  





World wide, Rootes sold 59,777 Mark V’s, down from the 90,832 Mark IV’s sold in 1950-51.    Although Rootes had 12.7% of the British market in 1952, it’s percentage of the American market was not even 











measurable.  Rootes did turn a profit of 3.4 million pounds or about $10 million in 1952.  





Colors were black with either red or golden fawn interior, mid green with golden Fawn interior, quartz blue with red interior, claret with golden fawn interior, nimbus grey with rust interior (sedan only) and nimbus grey with red interior (convertible only).  While not a long list, at least the number of colors was increasing.   The colors themselves were also less pastel and more toward the brighter American taste.





1952 saw a continuation of Hillman advertising, with ads still appearing extensively in “Time” magazine, “Holiday”, “The New Yorker” and other quality publications.  In addition, advertising was continued in trade publications such as “Automotive News”.  Sales of imported cars were growing rapidly at this time and more articles were appearing in the various “Car” magazines.  Chilton’s “Motor Age” did an article on “Servicing the Hillman Minx”.  This magazine was  aimed at independent garages and service stations.  “Motor Sport” did a test drive-from New York City to Sebring Florida for the races there.  





It was also in Mid-1952 that Rootes moved its East Coast warehouse from the Brewster Building in Long Island City (Brewster had at one time been a luxury car body builder-building many of the “classics” of the thirties and later an aircraft manufacturer) to the new location at 42-14 21st Street in Long Island City (just a few blocks away).  There was a logic to this location.  Rootes main American headquarters was on 505 Park Avenue and the block square facility in Long Island 


City was directly across the 59th Street (or “Queensborough”) bridge from there.  This gave Rootes in Manhattan good access to their parts and used cars in Long Island City.  The Long Island City 


facility would be used by Rootes until 1966 when the Chrysler take over would move everything to Dover, Delaware.  





Hillman Lore: 	Periodically I speak with someone who has had some electrical component of their Minx rebuilt at a very high cost.  This really isn’t necessary as almost all of the electrical components of the Minx Series cars are interchangeable with a variety of other cars.  For example, the starter, generator and voltage regulator all interchange not only with the Sunbeam Alpine, but also with the MGA and Austin Healey Sprite Mark I and II.  The same is true of almost all of 








the other minor electrical parts such as the electrical connectors, fuse block, coil, etc.  For all intents almost all Lucas parts are interchangeable…. EXCEPT-distributors.  Not only is the drive dog different, but so are the springs and vacuum advance.  You could use a Sunbeam distributor in a pinch though.  





The same is true of the electrical equipment on the Mark cars, except that the interchange is with an MG TD.  





Brakes are a somewhat different story.  The Minx Series cars’ brakes were more or less unique and you will have to get the shoes relined if they need replacement.  The hydraulic system for the brakes was made by Lockheed while Sunbeams used Girling-no interchange there.  But, the Minx used many of the same Lockheed brake components as the drum braked MGA and Austin Healey Sprite, so you can interchange wheel cylinders and brake lines.  Note that 


while the entire brake cylinders interchange, the insides are different.  The flexible lines should interchange with the MGA’s but the MGA’s might be too short.  Someone want to check this out?      





The Mark cars used the same hydraulic brake parts as the MG TD-right down to the same master cylinder (Mark cars had mechanical linkage to the clutch so they did not have any hydraulic clutch parts).  





The hydraulic clutch system used on the “Series” Hillmans is the same as the one used on the Alpine, so 


just about everything interchanges.  The only difference between a clutch master cylinder and a brake master cylinder is a small anti-return valve located in the brake master cylinder.  Therefore, the 


brake master cylinder could be used as a clutch master cylinder simply by removing the valve.  Or you could convert a Sunbeam Alpine Series I clutch master cylinder into a brake master cylinder for your Hillman by removing the valve from your old brake master cylinder and putting it into a new Alpine clutch master cylinder.  





On the big component front, engines and transmissions will generally interchange from all models- that is the engine and transmissions from the Mark cars (II-VII) will all just bolt in to any other Mark car (and the Mark 


I Husky) and engines and transmissions from the Series cars (I-VI) will also just bolt in to any other Series car (this also includes Husky’s and Super Minxes)-the only problems with the Series cars being the carburetor 








linkage and possibly the drive shaft into the transmission.   





Rear axles are all swappable in the Mark cars to other Mark cars and from one Series car to another.  The odd car in this whole picture is the Mark VIII.  While  engines and transmissions can be swapped, some adaption is required.   The Mark VIII was a transition car, with the later OHV engine in the old style body.  Because of this, parts and such are not easy to swap. 





SUNNI III





Although it is still over a year away, I suggest that everyone begin planning for SUNI III.  SUNI stands for Sunbeams United Nantional International.  Although a Sunbeam event, it is open to all Rootes cars and will not only have a show, but a big swap meet.  





The dates are July 6 through July 10, 1999 and the location will be the Big Sky Resort in Montana.  For more information, contact Jodie R.P. Brown, 13213 44th St NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258.  Phone number is 425-335-5450.





Other Rootes News


There are a number of other clubs devoted to Rootes vehicles in the US.  Of these, the Sunbeam Rapier Registry, James Mazour, 3212 Orchard Circle, West Des Moines, Iowa 50266 is notable because the Rapier is essentially a high performance Hillman Minx.  There are a number of good articles in their newsletter and many Rapier parts interchange with the Hillman.  For example, the front and rear bumpers on my ’59 Minx are from a ’58 Sunbeam Rapier!  





Craig is doing a great job on the Hillman Home Page on the internet.  It is worth a visit if you are a computer person, and if you are not, get a computer literate friend to take you on a visit.  There are number of connections from the Hillman Home page to various other Hillman related locations around the world.  My favorite is the British Saloon Car Club of Canada!  





Next Issue:  Next issue will cover the Mark VI cars and more on parts swapping.





DON’T FORGET, MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 1998 FOR THE FIRST EVER HILLMAN MEET AT SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON!!!!
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