





It has been a busy Spring here.  I have been working with Craig Burlingame on the Hillman Home Page on the Internet-the latest issue of Melodies is now up there and I have been sending Craig Rootes factory photographs of  Hillmans-the oldest being Mark III’s and the most recent being Series II.  I will be sending more of these photos as I get time.  If you are a computer person, be sure to look for the Hillman Home page at  “http://www,brigadoon.com/~craigb/hillman”.





“Tinkerbelle”, my 1959 Series III Minx sedan came out of storage in tip top condition-the gadget I bought to keep away mice and rodents seems to have worked very well.  “Tink” also got detailed locally-the most impressive thing was the restoration of the front rubber floor mats.  After cleaning them they sprayed “Armorall” on them and they look like new.  It really was amazing.  So if your front mats look pretty sad, try a through cleaning and then a spray of “Armorall”.  





Members:  This past quarter we again added three new members and some more interesting cars.





Welcome to:





Chris Bethmann


110 Locust St.


Tuckerton, NJ 08087





Barb Harper


RR4 Box 168


Yankton, SD 57078





Donald Reich & Janice Reich


8 Park St.


Groveland, MA 01834-1120





The new members bring with them quite a mix of cars.... Chris has a beautiful Series II Super Minx sedan in black with a red interior-all original!  Barb has a ‘53 Minx convertible and a ‘55 Husky (lots of those Husky’s around) both in fair condition and need a lot of work.  Donald Reich has a pair of Phase II Minxes-both in need of restoration





Cars:  The Moss Motors show is now history, but it came near making history!  We managed to turn out 3 Hillmans and a Sunbeam Rapier for the show.  In addition to my ‘59 Series III, Bob Sekelsky was there with his 1960 Series IIIA station wagon and new member Chris Bethmann was there with his beautiful 1964 Hillman Super Minx Mark II-with a Borg Warner 








Automatic in it.  Joel Shockman was there with his beautifully restored Series II Sunbeam Rapier.  To complete things, there was also a Sunbeam Tiger and a Series III Sunbeam Alpine GT (without the hardtop).  We did not win any prizes although I though Joel’s Rapier should have gotten something.  However, with 6 Rootes cars, I should be able to arrange prizes for the best Rootes car next year.  





Parts Sources: 





Kim’s Import Motors of Amsterdam, NY has located a number of Rootes parts.  They are interested in selling them as a whole but would consider filling your needs.  Their phone number is 518-842-8611-please call after 3:00 PM EST.  





Ads: Ads for Hillman cars, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of 


the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars and Parts for sale: 





Joel Shockman has MANY Husky parts available from several cars that he is parting out.  If you need stuff, call him at 215-887-4234.  He has just about everything.





Three 1959 Hillman Minx Convertibles for sale-contact Charlie at 541-338-0840





62 Minx 1600 sedan, good body and interior, needs engine and tires-$500.  Call 415-856-6560





Engine and trans for ‘59 Minx, $250 (rebuilt 2 years ago) call Dwight at 310-537-3641





HUB CAPS:  Still have a set of hubcaps for 13” wheels-good condition.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., 


Flanders, NJ 07836. (actually I have 2 sets of hubcaps).





The club has some flat head engine parts available, write Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836 with what you need.





SWAP-Salesman’s manual for Series I Minx-good condition, spiral bound small book.  This is essentially a sales brochure in black and white (and orange).  Will swap for Series I owner’s manual or Mark VIII owners manual.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct, Flanders, NJ 07836








SWAP-Owners’ manuals for Mark VI Minx, Series II Minx and Series II Super Minx will swap for Mark VIII Minx, Husky Series I & II, Minx Series III & 


IIIA, Series V Minx on a one for one basis.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.





Car of the Quarter:  This “Car of the Quarter” will be the Hillman Minx Mark III of 1949-1950.





The Mark III Minx was introduced in England in September of 1948 and replaced by the Series IV in November of 1949.  The Mark III was introduced in the United States on January 4, 1949 at the Plaza Hotel in New York City.  At introduction, the price of the Minx sedan was $1,896.  





Hillman sales actually dropped in 1949 from 1948!!  Only 575 new Hillmans found homes in the United States during 1949 (and this must have included some left over Phase II Minxes as I owned a Phase II that was titled as a 1949 model).  A total of 28,619 Mark III Minxes were built and about 2/3rds were exported-obviously the majority of the exported Minxes did NOT come to the US!  Again, the low U.S. sales were probably due to the extremely high price of the car- a Chevy or Ford 4 door sedan cost less then $1,500 for a well equipped 4 door sedan and a Ford V-8 was only $1,550.  





The big changes were in the body and suspension.  The old nineteen thirties looking body of the Phase II was replaced by a more modern, but somewhat non-descript model.  The design was partially the work of Raymond Lowey who added, among other things, the stylized rear fenders.  This helped the look of the car substantially-the original design was slab sided like a ‘48 Kaiser.  While designed by Raymond (who had done the 1947 Studebaker) the car looked a miniature 1949 Plymouth.





Under the new body was a new independent front suspension-gone were the front leaf springs and the solid axle and in their place were upper and lower wishbones with lever acting shock absorbers.  





Powering the car was the same basic flat head 1,185cc engine still without a water pump and now developing 38 horsepower at 4100 RPM.  A maximum speed of 70 MPH was claimed but 65 was closer to reality.  The gear shift stayed on the column and was still called “Synchromatic”.  The trans was still a 4 speed, but 1st gear was called “extra low” and was intended only for 








starting up on hills (or pulling stumps or driving up the side of buildings!).  The rear was still 5.22:1 so high speed touring was NOT one of the Minxes strong suits. 





The interior of the Minx was one of its best points, the front seat had leather facings and the rest of the interior was matching vinyl.  The dash had a speedometer and fuel gauge along with warning lights for oil pressure and generator charging.  There was a blank space on the dash for an optional temperature gauge.  the temperature gauge was NOT electrical, it was a mechanical gauge with a capillary tube that screwed into the block.  Every early Mark type Minx I have seen in the US had a temperature gauge.  The instrument cluster was wood grained (only the Mark III had a wood grained dash, the later Mark IV and V had just brown plastic-no graining).  A heater was optional but almost every Minx I have seen in the US had a heater.  The first Mark IV I had back in the fifties had a gasoline fired heater that could roast you out of the car on the coldest days-that car was supposedly from Canada, which would explain the very hot heater.  A radio was also optional and was supposed to mount in the square hole in the center of the dash board below the instruments.  Again, I have never seen an early Mark Minx with an original equipment radio-every one that had a radio had an after market type stuck in-we used to use the square radio compartment to store a bag of hard candy!!!!





 Although the attached article from 1949 covers a cross country tour in a Series III Minx it is from a British magazine so it does relate directly to the US.





The Mark III was only in production when it was replaced in the Fall of 1949 by the Mark IV.  That model will be covered in the next issue of “Melodies”.





Now would probably to be an excellent time to explain the secret of the success of both the Hillman Minx and Rootes in general.  William Rootes was a salesman, not a promoter, marketer, financier or engineer.  As a salesman he had had day to day, face to face experience with people who were buying cars.  He had to convince them that the product they were laying out a substantial amount of money for was worth the investment.  The result of this experience was that the Rootes cars were always “excellent values for the money”.  William Rootes truly understood what the majority of car buyers wanted... not what the car magazines or car testers wanted.  After all, the car 











magazine writers and testers did not spend their own money on these cars and then did not have to live with their purchase for the next several years.  They would pick up a new, carefully prepared car from the manufacturer, drive it a few weeks and return it.  So what if it started burning oil at 5,000 miles?  So what if it wouldn’t start on cold days? So what if repairs were extraordinarily expensive?  The car testers didn’t care, but the buyer of the car would!   





William Rootes made sure that the car was nicely designed (he hired the best designers he could find), had attractive interiors, was well made and very reliable.  They were not necessarily exciting cars but more then made up for that in styling and quality.  





Quality???? Consider the fact that there actually were cars sold in England in the late twenties with as few as 3 and sometimes 2 main bearings for 6 cylinder engines, and these were long stroke engines.  That is not a typo, only two main bearings on a six cylinder engine.  The little Hillman 4 cylinder engine with 3 main bearings-of good size was definitely one of the better engines. Also consider the overall fit and finish of any Rootes car.  Some years ago my ‘51 Mark IV was sitting in front of my house and one of my neighbors came over and looked at it.  After a few minutes he pointed out that the gaps around the doors, hood and trunk on the Minx were actually tighter then on his new 7 series BMW!  He could not get over how well put together the Minx was.  When I showed him that the outside of the front wheel hubs were machines, he was stunned.  





William Rootes secret then , was to build a very good small car and price it slightly more then the competition.  Thus for forty years, the Rootes cars were the trend setters in the marketplace and delivered quality and reliability.  That explains a comment in the new Robson book on Sunbeam Alpines and Tigers-”no one at Rootes knew how to design a high performance car”.  That was true, all that the Rootes designers could do was build smoothness and reliability.  To get performance they usually followed American practice and put in a bigger engine!  The pre-war Humber Super Snipe was one of the fastest cars in England in the late thirties-how did Rootes do it?  Easy, a big 4 liter flat head 6 cylinder engine in a relatively light body.  This unstressed engine helped to give Humber a reputation for durability.  It did not hurt that the British hero of the second world war, General 











Montgomery, used a Humber Super Snipe (“Old Faithful”) as his personal staff car! As a by the way, there is an Airfix 1/32nd scale model of this car.    





But getting back to the Hillman, English Fords may have been cheaper and Austins and Morris’s may have had better performance, but the Minx would be running long after all of the others had cashed it in and the Hillmans looked a whole lot prettier at the same time..  





In future issues of “Melodies” I will talk about the unique way that Rootes cars were built, of the “selective fit” assembly of engines and the testing of components.  





Hillman Lore: 	In
