





The telephone has been ringing with calls from members with questions and such about Hillmans in general.  To my surprise, a number of them did not know why the club was called the Brotherhood of the Three Spires!  The name comes from the Hillman emblem- the three “teardrops” are actually stylized versions of the three church steeples (or church spires) that Coventry, England was known for.  Since the Hillman emblem is three spires, I thought that “Brotherhood of the Three Spires” would be appropriate.  It should also be taken a little tongue in cheek as Hillman owners better have a sense of humor!  For example, the most commonly asked question I get at car shows is “Isn’t that the kind of car Columbo drives?” !!!!  





The name “Melodies” comes from the Melody Minx-one of the first cars equipped with a radio.  If anyone can think of a better-or more appropriate name for the newsletter, I would be interested in hearing about it.  I don’t think most Hillman owners in the United States can really relate to the Hillman Minx of 1932! 





It is hard to believe that it is almost the end of March, Spring is finally coming, along with many car shows.  Everyone should make a resolution to show their Hillmans at as many shows as possible!  Even if your car is ratty, get it out there so that people can see what a Hillman is.  





My ‘59 Minx will be coming out of its winter storage in April in order to be ready to go for the “BritFest” show at Moss Motors here in Dover New Jersey.  Prior to putting the car away this year, I had a new rear window rubber seal installed and then had the upper color repainted (came out very nice).  I also installed a sonic rodent protection device (it emits a high pitched noise)   and spread moth balls throughout the garage and put an open box in the car.  This not only keeps out bugs, but also mice I’m told.  I will let everyone know in the next issue of Melodies how well it worked!





Members:  This past quarter we only added three new members, but they do own some really nice cars.  





Welcome to:





Captain Ted DeGarmo


187 Secatogue Lane West


West Islip, NY 11795














W.B.Haley


10546 Louisa Rd


Gordonsville, VA 22942-9802





Dr. Darrell W. Scott


2124 W. Wild Rose Rd


Colbert, WA 99005-9746





Cars:  Along with our new members, we have added a number of cars.  Dr. Scot has a 1959 Series III Minx Convertible (probably my all time favorite Hillman) and Captain DeGarmo has three really beautiful Hillmans.  He has a ‘64 Minx that is black with a red interior, a ‘64 Husky that is light blue with a matching blue interior and bright red 1962(?) Minx Convertible with a red interior.  All three cars have been restored and are real knock outs.  The black ‘64 with narrow whitewall tires looks like it rolled out of a showroom.  I have not seen a nicer ‘64 Minx since 1964!  Captain DeGarmo has been a Hillman owner since the fifties-his first car was a mid-fifties Minx convertible.  That car is still in existence, although Ted doesn’t own it.  





Parts Sources:  An excellent source of general British parts for your Hillman is Moss Motors of P.O.Box 847, 440 Rutherford St., Goleta, CA 93116. They specialize in MG, Austin Healey, Triumph and Jaguar.  But almost all of the electrical systems are the same, so a generator for an MGA will work fine in a Hillman.  The same is true of starters, voltage regulators, ignition switches, etc.  The catalogues are illustrated so it is not hard to determine the part you need.  For example, my Minx has an MGA starter and a Triumph Spitfire oil pressure sending switch installed in it.   





Of course, do not forget Victoria British Limited, P.O. Box 14991, Lenexa, KS 66285-4991.  They just sent out their Spring 1997 Sunbeam parts catalog.  Many, many parts for the Alpine will fit the Minx, Husky and Super Minx.  Unfortunately, parts for the Imp, Cricket and Arrow are harder to get.





Some Imp parts are available from “Transpeed Mail Order LTD”, 213 Portland Rd., Hove, E. Sussex BN 3 5LA, England-they have front shocks for 16 pounds a pair and a head gasket set for 8 pounds-they take Visa and Mastercard so you can order and the credit card company will do the exchange for you.





Speedy Spares, 19-25 Old Shoreham Rd, Portslade, Brighton, Sussex BN41 1SP, England, has alot of 











Rootes parts, including alot of pre-war Hillman parts.  Write them for their Hillman List.  





Fiberglass front fenders are offered by several outfits in England for the “Series” Hillmans- Smith & Deakin Plastics, Dept PC, 75 Blackpole Trading Estate West, Worchester WR3 8TJ, England.  They also have some fiberglass body parts for Imps and Arrows.  In addition, Honeybourne Mouldings, Station Rd, off Birmingham Rd, Alcester, Warks B49 5EQ England.  They also take Visa cards.  Prices seem to be about $50 per fender (plus shipping).  





Stainless Steel exhaust systems are available from London Stainless, 251 Queesntown Rd, Battersea, London SW8 3NP, England.  They are not cheap, but you will never have to replace the exhaust system again!  





Ads: Ads for Hillman cars, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of 


the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars and Parts for sale: 





HUB CAPS:  Still have a set of hubcaps for 13” wheels-good condition.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., 


Flanders, NJ 07836. (actually I have 2 sets of hubcaps).





The club has some flat head engine parts available, write Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836 with what you need.





1936 Hillman Minx 4 Dr Sedan-$10,000 US, Gary Owen, 1/308 Waterworks Rd, Brisbane 4060, QLD, AUSTRALIA.  This ad came a very LONG way!  Car looks good but needs a repaint.  





Car of the Quarter:  This “Car of the Quarter” will be the Hillman Minx Phase II of 1948-49.





The Phase II Minx was introduced in December of 1947 in England and on March 16, 1948 in the United States.  The introduction to potential dealers was held at the Essex House on Central Park South in New York City.  At that time Rootes U.S. headquarters was in the Brewster Building at Queens Plaza in Long Island City (a short distance from Manhattan).  

















Tom McCahill of Mechanix Illustrated magazine (one of the first American Magazines to road test new cars), tested the Minx for the August 1948 issue.  At that time Rootes claimed that the Minx was being imported at the rate of 350 per month and by the end of the year there would be over 100 U.S. dealers.  The truth was that only 789 Hillmans were sold in the U.S. in 1948.  Possibly the price of $1,778 for the sedan, $2,083 for the convertible and $2,022 for the “Estate Wagon” did not help sales- a new Chevrolet or Ford sedan cost $1,400, in fact you could get a Buick Special 4 door sedan for LESS than the price of a Hillman Minx.





For your $1,778 you got a column shift-called “Synchromatic” for the 4 speed transmission and 4 wheel Hydraulic brakes by Lockheed (new for the Minx in 1948).  On U.S. models sealed beam headlights were offered (as opposed to separate bulb headlights on non-U.S. models). New “easiclean” wheels were also part of the specifications, with 15 inch wheels on U.S. models and 16 inch wheels on the home market cars.  The front end had been completely restyled from the Phase I, with the headlights built into the fenders.  The overall appearance was now that of a 1937-38 U.S. car, only in miniature.  





The engine was the well tested 1,185 cc flat head, in line 4 of 35 Horsepower at 4100 RPM.  The generator was mounted on top of the engine and cooling was by 


the thermo-syphon method, no water pump was fitted.  The transmission had synchromesh on the top three gears and the rear end was a stump pulling 5.22:1  Top speed was in the 65 MPH range.  





The Lockheed hydraulic brakes (the same as those used on the MG TC) were new, replacing the previous mechanical brakes. The suspension system was definitely out of date by 1948-a solid front axle and lever action shock absorbers.  The dashboard had only a speedometer and a fuel gauge-oil and ignition were handled by warning lights and you could only guess at the engine temperature as not even a warning light was provided!





The gas tank held 7.5 Imperial gallons (slightly over 8 U.S. gallons) and the car had the usual Hillman square sockets for the jack at each corner.  Trafficators on the door post handled directional turn signals.  For those not familiar with them, “Trafficators” were lighted arms that popped out of the side of the car to indicate turns.  They were unusual in the United States back in 1948 and are even more interesting at car shows 








today!  My kids called my Mark IV Hillman the “Car that can wave at you”.  Of course all of the electrical system was by Lucas and most parts will interchange with the contemporary MG TC.  





Of interest were the bucket seats with a full leather interior (at a time when most American cars had cloth).  Another interesting point was that the trunk of the convertible was totally different from that of the sedan.  The sedan trunk was a large clamshell like affair that hinged upward like a normal trunk, the convertible’s trunk hinged downward and could be used as a luggage platform.  The choice of colors was minimal, the sedan was available in Black with brown upholstery; Cotswold Grey with brown upholstery and Smoke with Aero blue upholstery.  The convertible was available in Black with brown upholstery and Smoke with Aero blue upholstery.  That sure kept things simple. Oddly enough, the sales brochure showed cars in bright red, blue and even light green, but there were NO black cars pictured in the brochure!





Although the new Mark III Hillman Minx was introduced in September of 1948 as a 1949 model, the older Phase II Hillmans were still sold in the United States into 1949 (I had a Phase II that was titled as a 1949 model).  This probably can be explained by the fact that Rootes claimed to be importing Hillmans into the United States at the rate of 350 per month in August, but only sold a total of 789 in the United States during all of 1948-there were probably alot of Hillmans sitting at the Brewster Building in Long Island City!  This building was (is) huge as it had been an aircraft plant during World War II, so storage space was not a problem there.  Anyway, only 575 Hillmans were sold in the United States in 1949, down even 


from the small number sold in 1948. Hillman sales wouldn’t really start to pick up until 1950, but that will be covered in the next issue of Melodies.





In 1948 Hillmans were sold in Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, Hong Kong, India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Egypt, South Africa and Argentina in addition 


to the United States and Canada.  In a few years this list would grow substantially longer.  





As I am sure it will cause some questions, I will expand on why I call the 1949 Hillman Minx Mark III a “Mark”.  In some publications the Hillmans were sometimes called Phase III, IV and V.  However, I have several “Mark III” shop manuals and owners manuals, along with Service Letters from 1949-50 that 








call it a Mark III.  As far as I can tell “Phase” was only used for the Phase II and, posthumously for the Phase I.  





There has also been some question regarding what front bumper was used on the American cars-everything I have seen, including the 1949 Phase II Convertible that I had, used the same front bumper as the English cars-with a large squared off section in the middle for the big British license plates.  





Finally, included is a December 1947 Road Test of the Phase II Minx that appeared in the British magazine “The Autocar”.  Interestingly, they actually LIKED the column shift and thought the car had great performance (things must have moved very slowly in Britain in 1947!). 





Hillman Lore:  	Included with this issue of Melodies is a service bulletin that Rootes put out on the two different clutch slave cylinders used on the Series Minxes and Huskys.  I suggest that you read this carefully and note how a clutch slave cylinder is installed.  I have had direct personal experience with this setup- back in 1965 or so I replaced an Easidrive on a 1960 Minx Special with a manual transmission and installed the slave cylinder incorrectly-it dismantled itself on the road a few days later, leaving me clutchless.  Thanks to the Sunbeam Rapier Registry for this very useful item!





Hillmans In The News:





A 1961 Hillman Minx will shortly be featured in a Nike ad, keep your eye on your TV set for this.  Articles on this have appeared in several publications, including the Moss Motors newsletter (odd as they don’t have a Rootes Catalog).





If you show your Hillman (Imp, Cricket or Arrow) and win something, please let me know and I will feature you in “Melodies”.  
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