





Now that both my computer and I are over our viruses, I hope to get this newsletter out on time!!!  If you have note sent in your dues yet, please do!!! Dues are 4 postage stamps per year.  





Members:  This past quarter we added eight new members, including two more Mr. Hillmans (bringing our total number of Mr. Hillmans to four!) bringing the membership to 60!!  Several of these new members are word of mouth-so people are getting to know us.





Welcome to:





Evan S. Hillman


781 E. 200 N.


Logan, UT 84321





Verne R. Hillman, Jr


62 Chapman Park


Gardner, MA 01440





Joel Shockman


6810 Casters


Philadelphia, PA  19149





Sam Jaffe


32 Woodcrest Dr.


Scotia, NY  12302





Robert Reed


341 Lake Mamie Rd


Deland, FL  32724





Tom Ehrhart


Fifteen Knight Dr


Harrisburg, PA  17111





Bob Sekelsky


243 Furnace Dock Rd


Peekskill, NY 10566





Joseph Fratello


152 Mill Road


Manorville, NY  11949





Norm Cantrell


The Evans-Cantrell House


300 College St.


Fort Valley, GA 31030





Since we have added many new members since the first issue of “Melodies” , I think might be a good idea 








to explain where the name comes from.... one of the first automobiles in the world originally equipped for a car radio was a model of the Hillman Minx-called the Melody Minx.  Thus the name “Melodies”.





Cars:  Along with our new members, we have added a number of cars.  Both Mr. Hillmans have Minx series convertibles.  Joel Shockman is looking for a Husky to restore-see his ad in the Wanted section below.  Sam Jaffe has a really beautiful Minx Mark IV convertible (in bright red).  Robert Reed has a 1948 Convertible in Florida that is really beautiful-he is a machinist and actually made the hubcaps himself!  The car is really pretty light gray ( a popular Minx color at that time).  Tom Ehrhart is also known as Tiger Tom and has been involved with Sunbeams for years.  His Hillman connection is a Sunbeam Imp. Bob Sekelsky has had his Hillman Minx Estate car featured in magazine articles and has been a Rootes fan for years.  Joseph Fratello has a ‘59 Hillman Minx, a 55-56 Hillman Husky and a Sunbeam Minx-all are in the process of being restored





Finally, we have the “Mysterious Minx” of Norm Cantrell.  Why a “Mysterious Minx”, Norm believes it is a 1932 Minx but from his photograph, it appears to actually be an Aero-Minx.  The Aero Minx was built a little later-1933 or 34 and was the sports car version of the Hillman Minx until Rootes bought Sunbeam-Talbot, then the Aero-Minx became the Talbot 10.  These cars are EXTREMELY rare, only a few hundred were built and as far as I know, none were imported into the US.  





Waldo Greer drove his Minx Mk VIII Californian to the Kansas City All British Car & Cycle meet and took the Grunge Award (for the most unrestored car)-but he did drive the car there and back!  





According the San Diego Sunbeam Club, there were FOUR Hillmans at the San Diego All British Car Show at Mesa College (interesting because my sister is a professor there and she didn’t tell me-maybe its because she is a Volkswagen collector).  Since there are no members of the Brotherhood of the Three Spires in San Diego, we have four potential members there!





Parts Sources:   Although I’ve mentioned this fellow before, he still warrants a call- Pablo Ortiz at “The Parts Bin”, 716-773-5810.  He bought out a large foreign car parts store that had been closed for many 














years and the majority of parts are 50’s & 60’s British.  I got a chrome headlight rim for my ‘59 from him.  





In addition, the fellow in Wisconsin-800-362-1025 has a large stock of parts from the fifties for Rootes products.  I got the early, very desireable floor shift cover from him, some hubcaps and other misc. parts.





On the high end, there was an ad for rebuilt overdrive Alpine transmissions for $995.  (609-466-2021) in the latest issue of Hemmings.  





Ads: Ads for Hillman cars, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of 


the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars and Parts for sale: 





Sunbeam Minxes (two).  The first is a 1965 with the  engine out but a good body and an automatic. The second is a 1966 that runs good and is on the road but has some rust.  Call Don Woodbury at 508-465-5470.  Price is negoitable. 





Hillman Minx (year unknown) four door sedan, 29,000 original miles, no windshield, $500 Canadian.  F. Ben Rogers, P.O. Box 64, Hunter River, Prince Edward Island, C0A, 1N0, Canada (902)-964-3020. 





Book For Sale:  “Hillman Minx Guide” by Sydney F. Page.  Covers 1954-1961 OHV models. 180 pages-not a shop manual but more than an owners manual.  $6.00 plus shipping.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836





Hubcaps:  Still have a set of hubcaps for 13” wheels-good condition.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.





Wanted:





Hillman Husky Wanted-GOOD BODY, mechanics unimportant.  Contact Joel Shockman, 6810 Castor, Philadelphia, PA 19148.





Interior/Exterior Parts for 1960 and up Hillman Husky!  No motor or drivetrain parts needed.  Dan Roth, P.O.Box 1186, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403. 














Still need Hubcaps for my Minx (15 inch wheels), contact Jan Eyerman at 201-584-8476.





Car of the Quarter





We left Craig Burlingame last issue getting his 1955 Minx Convertible... the story continues:





The owner did warn me that in spite of its rust free upper body, there was some serious corrosion in the frame below.  Since then, I learned the car may need up to $2,000 worth of repairs to correct that problem.  


It also needed a new top and exhaust system right away.





I simply love this car. Since it runs so good and looks so cute, I’ve been using the little Minx as my daily driver these days and everywhere I go people are always amused and impressed with the car.  Hillman 


stories have been coming out of the woodwork.  I’m absolutely amazed at the number of people that have some recollection of ancient Hillmans.  It seems everyone had an aunt or uncle with one of these cars back in the fifties or sixties.  Others recount how their families planned a holiday abroad that started off by picking up their brand new Hillman and motoring around Scotland before terrorizing the Continent with the thing.  Kids are naturally attracted to it; they think it escaped from a Roger Rabbit cartoon.





I have only seen one other Mark VIII Hillman in the last 25 years and it was in Canada as well (a Husky wagon).  (EDITOR’S NOTE-See item about Waldo Greer’s Mark VIII Californian above).  I wish whoever has these old ”everyday” British cars would be bringing them out to shows for all to see.  My plan is to show my Minx at our upcoming All-British Field Meet in Bellevue and at the Portland All-British Meet.  I intend to show it as I acquired it, only cleaned up.  Since it is such a good original car, I really want to respect that as I begin the “restoration”.  





I use the word restoration in quotes because I’ve always appreciated the fine, shall we patina of an old original car.  I like to look at a 40 year old car and get the sense that it has truly survived 40 years of driving service, complete with worn or patched seats or worn carpet, and try and imagine the family that might have spent so many years using this car the way it was intended.  So I will “restore” only those things that are just plain not useable anymore and just accept the rest 











as the “patina of character” that distinguishes this kind of car from the “over restored” that lack that character.





Hillman Lore:  





Over the years Hillmans used several different shock absorbers.  The “Mark” (1948-1956) cars used lever action.  While these are expensive to get rebuilt, most comapnies that specialize in MG’s can rebuild them (they are the same shock-just a different connection to the suspension).  the series Husky (1958-65) also used a lever action shock absorber at the rear-this one is identical to the one used on the early Alpines.  The Series Minx (1957-1967) used two different front shocks-the Series I-IIIC (1957-1963) used a twin stud front shock-interestingly it is the same 





shock used on the 1948-54 Hudson (and is available from a number of antique car supply companies and possibly NAPA stores).  The later Series Minx used a top stud and bottom ring shock-this type is identical with the Sunbeam Alpine and can be matched up with later American cars.  The rear shocks on all Series Minx sedans (1957-1967) was also a twin stud shock and is identical to late sixties Ford shocks-for example the rear shock from a 1968 Mercury Cougar (or Ford 


Mustang) will work quite nicely.  The only problem is that these shocks do stiffen up the ride a bit.  





Serial number
