








The previous issue of “Melodies” was very hard to produce, first my computer caught the “Prank” virus and then the printer smudged the envelopes.  This issue almost turned out worse..... the last week of September through the first week of October I caught the worst case of the “flu” that I have ever had.  This definitely stopped production of this issue of “Melodies”.  As you can see, I have made a few modifications to the “Masthead” so that the newsletter looks a little better.  However, I am not going to go for anything too fancy as it greatly increases the time it takes to produce the newsletter.  





In this issue I am starting another “serialized” story of one our members’ cars.  Unlike Bob Willis’, this car did not have to be driven across half the USA to get it home. Check out the “Car of the Quarter” section below.





Members:  This past quarter we didn’t add any members, but I did get one correction-I had the zip code right but the state wrong!!! I hope the membership list in the prior issue was of use 





Cars:  We have added a few cars, the latest ones are Imps-there seems to be a small but very loyal following of Imps.  





Although the article on Bob Willis’ car was completed in the last issue, the star of the story, the car itself is of interest.  Bob’s car is a 1962 Minx Series IIIC convertible.  It is one of the least common models as the Minx convertible was replaced by the Super Minx convertible early in 1962. Therefore this model only had a short life.  The convertible was illustrated in the early 1962 model year catalogs (late 1961) but was not shown in the catalogs issued in the Spring of 1962 (I have a large collection of Hillman sales literature so I checked this).  Another point of interest is that the car has “1600” badges on the doors, NOT “Minx” badges.  The only “Minx” badge that appears is on the trunk lid.  





The car was originally equipped with an Easidrive automatic transmission and Bob tried to keep it functioning as long as possible, but it eventually had to be replaced with a manual.  Bob did a very nice job of installing a manual transmission-he handled the problem of the transmission hump by welding in a cover from a manual transmission car.  

















For those of you not familiar with the transmission hump, the floor pan of an Easidrive car was different from the floor pan of a manual transmission car-specifically the transmission hump was lower on the Easidrive cars so converting to a manual transmission posses some difficulties.  





Other than the transmission conversion, Bob’s car is almost 100% original.  It is also one of the very few Hillman Minx’s that I have seen equipped with the accessory gauges-he has an ammeter and oil pressure gauge in the pod with the temperature gauge.  





Bob is a true Hillman lover, having had many Minx’s and other models over the years (including a Sunbeam Arrow).  He once was offered a Minx Special and didn’t buy it because he did not like the interior!





Parts Sources:  One of the many things that are very hard to get are rubber parts for a Hillman.  I have spent the past year searching for a new rear window rubber for my 1959 Series III Minx.  I recently found a company in Texas that specializes in British “Orphan” makes... Kip Motors.  I ordered a new rear window rubber from them and was very surprised when they asked a number of important questions.... like is a DeLuxe or a Special (the rubber is different).  Kip knows his British cars and in addition to new rear windows rubber he has almost all of the other rubber parts available.  He said he is having the stuff manufactured.  In addition the rubber parts, he said he has a large quantity of other Hillman parts.  So if you need something like door handles, give Kip a call at 972-243-0440 (Fax is 972-243-2387).  I suggest that you try him first with all of your difficult questions.  He is a very knowledgeable guy and you can drop him a letter at 13325 Denton Drive, Dallas, TX 75234. 





There is an on-going ad in Hemmings Motor News for Hillman Minx convertible tops for $145.  Call Sidney at 617-889-0600 days and 617-334-4145 evenings (MA).   





The oil filter used in the early Series Minx and Husky is a cartridge type and is identical with the one used in the Triumph TR3.  Moss Motors and other companies supplying parts for the TR series Triumphs can supply these for well under $10.  Moss motors also has all of the components of this oil filter assembly (like the cover, bolt, spring, etc-just make sure you get the right 











one for your car-there were two different ones used).   For later Series Minxes, Arrows and Super Minxes you 


can use the same filter used on Plymouth and Dodge ”slant sixes” from the later 1960’s and early 1970’s.  The Lee number is LF-16.  





Ads: Ads for Hillman card, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars for sale: 





1958 Convertible-light blue with white top.  Car is in Bar Harbor Maine according to the ad it is in excellent condition and you can drive it home. $4,000   207-667-7627





1960 Convertible - excellent condition, many new parts, licensed, inspected, drive home. $4,000  716-593-3265 (New York)





Husky 1960-no engine or trans. $200 707-557-3921 (CA)





Hillman 1964 Minx-45K miles, body and engine good, needs interior work.  $1,900. Barry.  919-965-2747 eves (NC)





Sunbeam Imp 1964 needs motor work, brake work, interior work.  $1,375 David 818-584-6957 (CA)





Sunbeam 1967 Minx 58K miles, body & interior rough, runs good.  $600 Barry  919-965-2747 eves (NC)





62 Minx, RHD (imported 10 years ago) runs good, interior and trim good.  Body rust on lower panels.  Reasonably priced to good home for restoration-sell whole car or part out.   510-226-8856 (CA)





Hillman Minx (year unknown), 29,000 original miles, no windshield, $500 Canadian.  F. Ben Rodgers, P.O.Box 64, Hunter River, Prince Edward Island, C0A 1N0, CANADA.  902-964-3020 or E-Mail rodgl@pei,sympatico.ca





Parts for sale/wanted





Swap- set of 4 good hubcaps for 13 inch Hillman wheels (will also fit Super Minx and Sunbeam Alpine) 











for a set of 4 good 15 inch Hubcaps for Hillman.  Call Jan Eyerman, 201-584-8476 eves.  





Wanted- 4 good hubcaps for 1959 Minx (15” wheel). Call Jan Eyerman, 201-584-8476 eves.





Wanted:  Interior/Exterior parts for a 1960 and up Hillman Husky!  No motor or drive train parts needed.  Dan Roth, P.O.Box 1186, Lake Havasu City, AZ, 86403





The club still has most of the parts listed on the attached sheets of a few issues ago.  If anyone needs anything, please call me at 201-584-8476 or write me at 4 Townley Ct, Flanders, NJ 07836





Car of  the Quarter:





1955 Minx Convertible-Craig Burlingame





My British “rootes” go way back to the first car I owned.  It was a delightful 1955 Hillman Minx Saloon (it was twelve years old and I was 16).  Over the next few years I also owned a Morris Minor and two Jaguar Mark II’s (back in the early 70’s good ones could be had for about $1,500).  I found out the hard way that going to college and trying to maintain a Jaguar was a daily driver was quite impractical.





So by the late 70’s, I’d had enough of British Cars and sold the Mark II for something economical, dependable but still somewhat unique, I settled on a 1971 Saab 99E.  A Swedish car, I thought I’d give the Swedes a try.  Well this turned out to be an even bigger disaster than my ill-fated luck with the Jags.  I found out later that this particular model was actually powered by a TR7 engine and so the curse of the British was still very much with me.





Then I went through my “practical” phase, accepting a hand-me-down 69 Plymouth Satellite.  This car provided me with many miles of dependable transportation, but alas, without adventures or stories to tell. 





A trip to England in the summer of ‘89 rekindled my desire for another British automobile.  I was impressed that the British seemed to maintain a true passion for driving, or “motoring” as they call it.  I was amazed at the number of finely preserved British autos that came out of the woodwork on sunny Sunday afternoons.  I 











decided right then and there that if the same spirit existed anywhere in my country, I wanted to be part of 


it.  So, when I got back, I started looking for the right British car to won.  





One of the things I look forward to is to attend the All British field meets that we have in our area.  The best one is the meet in Vancouver, BC at the VanDusen Gardens in May.  We also have one in Bellevue, WA 





(July 23) and one in Portland, OR on Labor Day weekend.  There always seems to be plenty of MG’s, Triumphs, Jags and Morgans, but precious few of the everyday British cars of the 50’s and 60’s we remember as kids.  I always keep my eye peeled for any ‘55 Hillmans (like my first car in High School) but they seem to have become an endangered species as I rarely see one, even at the All-British shows.





So you can imagine my surprise when I happened by the “Cars For Sale” bulletin board at the Vancouver show  and noticed an ad for-you guessed it- a 1955 Hillman Minx convertible.  I had no intention of buying anything, but this one ad, complete with a picture of the little red car, caught my eye.  I said to myself, “that’s exactly the car I’m looking for”.  I figured something major had to be wrong with it.  





The owner was asking $1,100 Canadian (about $800 American at the current exchange rates).  But the ad said “runs great with only 41,000 original miles on it”.  Could this be?  I though there is no way that car will still be available.  All the phone number pull offs had already been removed.  I got real lucky and I was the first one to call.  The fellow who owned it had intentions of restoring it, but then came along three kids and suddenly that proposition looked doubtful and, needing the money and garage space more, they decided that now would be a good time to sell the Hillman.  





To my surprise the Minx ran very strong.  For that kind of money I expected to buy a car in a box.  New brakes had been fitted recently and it came with a shop manual and a box of spares.  The other amazing thing was that every piece of body chrome and detail was still with the car.  This was exactly what I was looking for, a low mileage original car that runs great.





Hillman Lore: There were three different windshields used on the “Series” Minxes.... the same one was used 











on the 1957-59 Series I, II and III, a different one (larger) was used on the 1960-63 Series IIIA, IIIB and 


IIIC.  Finally, a still different one was used on the 1964-67 Series V and VI.





All generator equipped Hillmans were positive ground.  Negative ground was used on alternator equipped cars.  Polarity can be changed on the generator equipped cars 


by swapping the wires on various components (don’t forget the coil!) but the fuel gauge will not work because it must be positively grounded.  My 59 Minx was changed over and I just keep track of my miles.  





Door lock buttons from a Triumph TR7 are replacements for Minx door lock buttons.  Wherein lies a story.  In 1964 I bought a 1959 Minx Series IIIA convertible.  For some reason both door buttons were broken off so I drove over to Rootes Long Island City parts warehouse and bought two.  The original buttons were clear plastic and were of a very interesting shape-the replacements I got from Rootes were mushroom shaped and were black.  When I asked about this I was told that the replacement ones were like that.  So, even if the Triumph buttons look different, they are exactly like the replacements Rootes would have sold you in 1964.





Dues Are Due:  It is that time again, dig deep into your pockets and get out those 4 postage stamps!!!  Our dues are still only the equivalent of $1.28 per year.  That makes “The Brotherhood of the Three Spires” possibly lowest cost auto club in the country.





Misc.:  I just received a letter from the Hillman Owners Club in England.  Annual dues are 25 British Pounds. Their address is:





Hillman Owners Club Membership Secretary


Mrs. Christine Gore


6, Askham Grove, Upton, Pontefract


West Yorkshire, WF9 1LT


ENGLAND





“SUNI III” is coming.  It will be the biggest gathering of Rootes cars and owners in North America.  The date is July 5 through July 10, 1999 (yes, that is 1999!) and the location will be the Big Sky Ski and Summer Resort in Big Sky Montana.  For more information, contact Max Pahmeier at 206-228-3921 (Renton, Washington).  I am going to start planning now to get “Tinkerbelle” out there.  Let’s get a BIG showing of Hillmans!!
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