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Notes from the Editor:

Now that it is mid-winter, it is a great time to work on all of those Hillman projects you put off during the rest of the year.  I have a couple of projects planned for my car and will use these "non-car show" months to do them.  

Hillmans & Parts For Sale

1948 Hillman Mark II NOS Front Fenders: You may want to note that the only paint job they have ever had is the factory primer coat. As such, they have some surface rust were the paint has been scratched or worn through. Other than one or two small dings over the years, they are straight.  Make an offer.  My phone number is 443-340-6035.
Hillman Parts: Have lots of Hillman spares. Vero Beach Florida. Artie on 772-794-5493 or ebay name  is:  dandysheetmetal

1959 Husky Series 1: The body is in good condition and it has no engine or trans as I had hopes to update with a Chevy V6 and an auto trans. I have a NOS rear boot from Kip's.  I have good glass all around and no interior except seats. I have a brand new set of tail lamps and extra lens. Anyone interested or know of someone I can be reached at (336) 605-9139. I am in Greensboro, North Carolina. Doug Rudisill

Speedometer Cables for Smith's instruments: Check "Vintage British Cables" on the internet at: 
http://www.vintagebritishcables.com/

Craig's Hillman Mark VIII

Before we go into Craig's story, a little background about Craig is in order.  Craig is a teacher of Computer Technology in the Seattle area.  Back in 1994 he set up the "Hillman List" an on-line connection for Hillman owners, initially in the USA and Canada and then it spread worldwide.  Today the Hillman list is on Yahoo and has hundreds of members.  Craig's pioneering work has done wonders for the Hillman community, making advice and parts available that could never have happened in the pre-internet days.  

Craig has also been the chairman of the Brotherhood of the Three Spires two West Coast/Northwest meets in the Seattle area.  Both meets were great successes due to his hard work and great planning.  Tragically, Craig's wife and co-Hillman fan, Nancy, passed away a little over a year ago after a long illness.  Below is Craig's story of his beautiful Minx Mark VIII convertible.

I'm enjoying a new era of Hillman ownership that even surpasses my original interest for the marque. Shortly after I acquired the Mighty Minx in 1994 I thought it might be fun to see if I could use the new technologies of the internet to could connect with other Hillman fans worldwide.


I relied heavily on this group recently as the Mighty Minx was heavily damaged in an accident about a year ago. I had to source some scarce body parts for my red '55 Mk VIII convertible. Luckily I had a spare NOS left front fender sitting in my garage for this unplanned moment. That was a "gift" from the early days of the internet as a fellow in Maryland somehow discovered I had a Mk VIII car and he had a fender that he didn't need and offered it to me for cost of shipping. My how that came in handy as I needed that - and so much more to bring my Hillman back to life.

Fast-forward 16 years and I'm enjoying Hillman ownership better than ever before. Driving the Mighty Minx around my town is almost magical. It's the most popular car on the road. Seeing it puts a smile on most everyone's face. Jaws drop and kids of all ages show their delight by saying things like "cool car" and they wave. They have no idea what a Hillman is, or was, or where it fits on the British car pecking order. It just speaks to so many people with its cheery smile and disposition. I've had offers to trade for much fancier cars but of course, no dice from me.


Yesterday I was motoring home and stopped at a McDonald's. When I returned to the parking lot, a small crowd had gathered around the Mighty Minx. It's better than a puppy dog for allowing perfect strangers to suddenly strike up a conversation and make a fun connection like nothing else. One lady, a gal named Margie was more enthralled than others. She told me her father worked for the Humber car company through 1957 - just before they came to the USA. She also told me many of those in her family worked for Humber in Coventry so the sight of a familiar car brought back all kinds of childhood memories for her. She and her husband took turns taking photographs with the car and were excited to share the photos with their family in England - all thanks to the digital camera (in phone) and the internet.

We're finally enjoying our summertime here in Pacific Northwest area of USA. I take every opportunity to motor about in my Hillman. I just got a new job as a video and photography teacher at nearby Sammamish High School. It's also my alma mater and when I was a student there in the late '60s I drove a 1955 Hillman Minx Deluxe sedan to school. I thought it was cool then, even when most other students were driving VW bugs, hot Fords and Chevys.

So to return for my first day as a teacher I decided it was too good an opportunity to pass up to motor back to my old high school in the spruced up version of the very same car - and a convertible at that. I can tell you it's been an instant hit with my students. They didn't think it was cool in 1968, but they sure think it's cool now.


Hopefully this will inspire others with project cars in the works to do your best to get those cars ready to share with the world. I can tell you they are waiting with open arms to see them on the road.

Craig Burlingame

Mighty Minx - 1955 Mk VIII Convertible

A Short History of Lucas and Rootes

The Rootes Group (including Hillman) almost exclusively used Lucas electrical equipment during the years Hillmans were sold in the USA.  The reasons for this are quite interesting and a little bit of Lucas history is in order to explain it. 

Joseph Lucas and Son was founded in 1872 to make metal products.  In 1875 they began offering lamps, both oil and carbide for ships and bicycles.  The "King of the Road" bicycle lamp soon became very successful and Lucas was on its way.  

Around 1900 Lucas' customers, bicycle companies, began to switch from bicycles to automobiles.  This included Hillman, Singer, Sunbeam and Humber among many others.  So Lucas followed suit, switching over from bicycle lamps to automobile lamps and then to electrical components as the automobile industry expanded.  Joseph Lucas passed away in 1902 after turning the company over to his son and selling stock.  

In the early 1920's the managers of Lucas (who had taken over from Joseph's son) made a very astute observation of the British auto industry; namely that the industry would not be big enough to support more then one supplier of electrical equipment on a competitive cost basis, especially against the mass production giants in America… Delco and Autolite.  So, during the 1920's Lucas very successfully bought out all of it's British competitors.  Then starting about 1930 Lucas signed agreements with all of the world's major automotive electrical suppliers- Bosch being the first, but followed by Magneti Marelli in Italy, Ducellier of France, Delco and Autolite in the USA.  There were three parts to each of these agreements.  The first was that Lucas would not sell anything to any auto manufacturer in certain areas of the world, only replacement parts for cars that had already been built with Lucas components.  Second, the other company would not sell parts to any auto manufacturer in Great Britain or any of the other British colonies with the exception of Canada and Australia.  Thirdly, that all patents and patent information be shared.  

These agreements cleared the way for Lucas to become the sole provider of electrical equipment to all of Great Britain's auto makers.  To maintain prices competitive with the foreign electrical component manufacturers, Lucas standardized their components.  Lucas would customize the components at the request of the auto maker, but since Lucas would not compromise their profit margins, the price was quite high.  This didn't matter to companies like Rolls Royce, but did limit options available to just about everyone else.  

This Lucas business model worked very well for the next four decades until a number of things changed and that had a big impact on Lucas.  The first was the huge increase in the number of cars produced in England.  In 1930 Britain produced 237,000 motor vehicles.  By 1972 this had increased to 1.92 million.  An almost eight-fold increase.  It was now possible for more then one company to compete successfully in the British automotive electrical equipment market.  Another change was due to some reorganization of the American owned auto companies in England.  Specifically General Motors' Vauxhall and Ford's English Ford division.  Both companies combined their British and European companies in the late 1960's and moved the headquarters to Germany.  So design work was being carried out in Germany and not England.  Thus Bosch equipment began to appear on Vauxhalls and English Fords.

Now to move over to Rootes.  Either Reginald or William Rootes realized it would be much cheaper for Hillman and the other cars of the Rootes Group to have Lucas design the entire electrical system for them.  This would save a great deal of engineering money and since Lucas was the sole British supplier, it seemed to make a great deal of sense.  Of course to keep prices down, Lucas used as many standardized components in the design as possible.  This allowed the relatively low volume Rootes cars take advantage of the lower cost of mass production of parts used by Austin and Morris (the two biggest auto manufacturers in Britain).  

In addition, since all of the design work was done by Lucas, any Hillman (or other Rootes car) specific component became the property of Lucas.  Thus some Rootes parts would appear on even lower volume British cars.  Examples being the Hillman Mark VIII taillights being used on the AC Ace (and later on the AC Cobra) and Hillman Series I tail lights appearing on the Reliant Robin (a 3 wheeled mini car).  The later Hillman Hunter (Sunbeam Arrow) tail lights were also used on some low production British sports cars. The good news for Hillman owners is that most pieces of electrical equipment interchange with other, more common British made cars sold in the USA cars such as MG' and Triumphs.  For example generators, starters and voltage regulators, not to mention fuse blocks, switches and parking lights.

Chrysler followed GM's and Ford's lead of combining all of their European operations and after taking over Rootes in 1967, merged Rootes into Simca to create Chrysler Europe in the early 1970's. While this does not really have much effect on us in the USA as Chrysler stopped importing ex-Rootes cars into the USA after 1973, a few non-Lucas parts did begin to find their way into some of the later Plymouth Crickets.  Ignition coils being an example.  Longer term it meant that Lucas effectively lost their British monopoly on automotive electrical equipment.  

Lucas eventually was absorbed by the giant TRW Industries (an American company) and today only sells some aftermarket lighting equipment for automobiles.  Over the years there were many pieces of Lucas branded equipment made by outside vendors, the quality of these components was often very, very poor. 

Finally, there is Nippon-Denso, today a major electrical parts supplier to the Japanese auto industry, but back in the 1950's and 60's they built copies of many Lucas components.  The copies were of excellent quality and periodically pop-up on e-bay or other on-line retailers.  The voltage regulator in my '62 Minx is a Nippon-Denso item and has worked very well for several years now.  
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