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Notes from the editor 

I am writing this only a few days after Spring has officially started!  It is time to get your Hillman out of its winter storage and begin getting it ready for the up-coming car meets.  My ’59 is getting the front seat repaired so it will be presentable for shows.  I also have to reglue some interior trim.  My ’62 convertible is going to get a new intake manifold as it has a very consistent “almost miss” at constant speeds.  The replacement manifold is currently sitting on my workbench awaiting the Minx coming home from its winter storage in my daughter’s garage.  

I made a decision a few years ago that my cars were more drivers then show cars.  Therefore I am very willing to let just about anyone-especially kids, sit in either of my cars.  In my opinion it is well worth it seeing the big smiles on people’s faces!  The best one was a fellow from Jamaica (the island) who wanted to sit in the back seat.  It turns out his father had a ’59 Minx and that is where he used to ride as a kid!   His smile lit up my day.  He also commented that the back seat seemed MUCH bigger when he was 10 years old (its funny but I have the same memory of my Dad’s 1951 Minx!).  

What Year Is It? 

That would seem to be an easy question, but I assure you that it is not.  While cars sold in the USA after the mid-sixties were required by the government to specifically state the year because of safety and emissions requirements, cars before that were in a gray area.  

In the USA “model” years for cars date back to at least to the nineteen thirties (and maybe earlier)-with new grilles, different trim, different fender lines and other minor, but noticeable changes to differentiate this year’s model from last year’s.  This generally was not the case in England and Europe.  Usually a particular model would run for a number of years with minor and not very noticeable changes (these were usually improvements ).  When the British car companies began exporting to the USA, they retained their European idea of a model being a certain car, not a year of sale (or manufacture).  Thus the MG-TC ran for several years as one model.  If the TC had been an American car, it would have had a new grille and chrome trim to differentiate a 1947 from a 1948! 

Things do get a bit complex with Rootes cars as William Rootes tried to “Americanize” his cars as much as possible, so the Hillman Minx passed through a number of variations over the years, with new “Marks” or “Series” being introduced in the fall of each year as a “new” model.  Unfortunately, left over cars at year end did produce a problem.  This was solved by the dealer sending the paperwork back to Rootes in Long Island City or Pico Blvd in Los Angeles to be “updated” for the next year.  Thus a left over 1959 Series III Minx became a “1960” Series III Minx if the dealer in Tacoma, Washington had one left over! 

So, your Series III Minx could be a 1959 or maybe a 1960!  It could also be a 1958…..   How could that be  you ask?  In England a car is listed as the year it was built and first registered.  Note that Rootes introduced their new models in the Fall (usually September or October) and that many Americans used the “fly and drive” vacations where they bought a new British car at a dealer in the USA and then flew to England, picked up the car and vacationed there and then had the car shipped back to the USA.  If they happened to vacation in September and got a newly introduced car, the British registration would say “1958” even though the car was a Series III (and would be considered a 1959 if purchased in the USA).  Bureaucracies rely totally on paperwork, so if the British paperwork said “1958” you can bet the local American State Motor Vehicle office is going to register it as a 1958! 

As more time passes and cars get “un-registered” and papers get lost, the latest owner sometimes makes a mistake or the original owner’s memory gets a little foggy.  So a 1959 Hillman becomes a 1963 Hillman because that is the year owner thought he bought it, or he bought it used and now thinks he bought it new.  It can also go the other way, he remembers 1957 instead of 1959.  Sometimes a motor vehicle office makes a typo or can’t read someone’s handwriting.  My favorite is a “English Ford Hillman Husky”!  That gem was done by the Rhode Island motor vehicle office.  How it happened is a mystery!  

Given all of the situations and possibilities, your serial number is the ONLY way to tell what you’ve got.  Also remember that engines do get swapped out-even in very low mileage cars.  My 1959 Minx DeLuxe had a 1960 engine in it, even though it showed well under 30,000 miles on the odometer.  You also can’t go by grilles, etc as my ’59 convertible had a 1958 front end on it after an accident.  

Look at either the data plate on the firewall (or front valance) or check the serial number on the right frame rail directly under the horn (just opposite the fuel pump).  

Must See Internet Video

I received an e-mail from a Hillman collector in Australia.  He gave me the internet link to the video of the Australian National Hillman meet in Geelong, Australia this past summer (our winter).  If this video doesn’t make you drool and begin planning a 2011 trip to Australia, I don’t know what will.  When you watch the video you will notice what appear to be combination Hillman/Singers.  These cars with Singer Gazelle trim but Hillman grills and nameplates were known as “Hillman ADL” (“Australian DeLuxe). They were only available on the Australian market.  Hillmans were very, very successful cars in Australia for many, many years and there was an assembly plant located there up through the 1970’s.  The internet link is…..

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPJL20wy7R4
Oil Drain Plug

If you have a Series I-V Minx or Series I-III Husky you probably are familiar with the oil drain plug.  Original equipment on these cars was a brass drain plug with a hole in them for a hex key (or large Allen wrench).  The problem is that the size of the hex key is Whitworth!  It is bigger then ½ inch and smaller then a 9/16.  It is also too small for a 14mm hex wrench.  I measured the size of the hex needed and it was .53 inches or 17/32.  A 14mm wrench is .55 so it won’t fit.  The result is that many people use a vise grip and tear up the outside of the plug.  

There is a solution and it is as far away as your local Auto Zone store.  Auto Zone sells a package of three hex key wrenches (sizes 11mm, 14mm and 17mm) for $11.  While 14mm hex key wrench is too big, a few minutes on a grinder can easily decrease the size to 13.5mm.  Just grind each flat a bit.  I ground it at a slight taper so that the tip was 13mm and it tapered up through 13.5mm to 14mm in about an inch.  That way it would fit the two drain plugs on my two Hillmans.  It appears that my ’59 Series III is closer to 13mm while my ’62 is closer to 14mm.  

The hex key wrench will fit a ½ inch drive ratchet and makes changing oil much easier!  For oil, I recommend 20W50 as it seems to hold oil pressure better in warm weather.  Even when using 20W50 you might notice the oil pressure light flickering on and off when the engine is idling if you’ve set the idle down around 500RPM.  This is OK (the sender unit works between 5 and 10 psi).  

According to Rootes, oil pressure should be between 30 and 50 psi while traveling at 50 MPH in top gear.  So if you have an oil pressure gauge, that is what your reading should be with a thoroughly warmed up engine (temp gauge should read above 170 degrees). 

If your car uses the cartridge insert type oil filter, you can use a Triumph TR-3 oil filter (which you can also get from Auto Zone, but they have to order it).  If you have the later screw on “can” type filter, a Fram PH16 will work.  

 SUNNI United XXIX

Mark you calendar for October 7 through October 11, 2010.  That will be the date of the biggest Rootes meet held in North America for the year and probably for several years.  The meet will be held in Rockland Maine at the Owl’s Head Air and Auto Museum.  I can assure all Hillman owners that you will be welcomed like long lost family members.  The Tigers East/Alpines East members are really one great bunch of people and a whole lot of fun.  I have attended a number of their events and have enjoyed each one thoroughly.  In addition, the Owl’s Head museum is one really great facility.  The announcement follows, but definitely mark your calendar and plan to attend! 

Rockport – Rockland – Owls Head
October 8 – 11, 2010

The United meeting of Tigers East/Alpines East be held in the midcoast region of Maine on Columbus Day weekend (Oct. 8 – 11) in 2010.

Location:

The events and other activities will be held at the Samoset Resort in Rockport  (www.samosetresort.com), at the Owls Head Transportation Museum in Owls Head (www.ohtm.org) and in the surrounding area. OHTM will be holding their annual Foreign Auto Festival & Antique Aeroplane Show on Sunday, October 10, 2010. The museum is very interested in having TE/AE as the featured Club at the event.

The Samoset is a four-star resort situated on the shore of Penobscot Bay and offers many amenities and activities for its guests. The Owls Head Transportation Museum houses a large collection of antique and classic cars and airplanes and has facilities to host many activities. OHTM and The Samoset are located about 15 minutes apart.

Activities:

· Parts Room 

· Hospitality Suite 

· Registration 

· Dinner Cruise – from Rockland and/or Port Clyde 

· Lobster Bake 

· Road Rally/Tour of Local Area 

· Concours 

· Autocross 

· Museum Tour at OHTM 

· Tech Session(s) 

· Awards Banquet 

· TAC Inspection 

· Other activities TBD

Costs

We have a commitment from the Samoset to offer rooms at the rate of $119 per night. This is quite reasonable, since the usual, in-season, rate is $259. This includes the use of all the facilities the Samoset offers. We anticipate that the autocross will be held at OHTM in their parking lot. We plan to offer a dinner cruise in the waters around Rockland Harbor, probably on Friday night and a lobster bake on Saturday, perhaps at the autocross location. These will be voluntary activities for which we have not gathered prices/costs.

Other Notes:

As noted above, OHTM will be holding their annual Foreign Car Show and Antique Airplane Exhibition on Sunday, October 10 at which TE/AE will be the featured club. The museum is interested in having our concours along with their show and will arrange space for the task.

Since OHTM will have their show on Sunday, it will necessitate TE/AE having the autocross on Saturday, on the paved area at OHTM adjacent to the museum. It will also be possible to have a Lobster Bake/Picnic at the same location, afterwards, for those interested in the real flavor of Maine. While the autocross is taking place, we propose to have a local tour/rally to take in some of the sights of the area, such as the changing fall colors and the lighthouse at Marshall Point (www.marshallpoint.org) The Samoset can be reached at: (800) 341-1650 or (207) 594-2511 or by email to info@samoset.com Be sure to mention TEAE when you make your reservation.

For more specific information about the United, contact Tod and Merrilee Brown (207) 832-9914 (207) 832-9914      or email to: RootesUnited2010@gmail.com
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