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Notes From The Editor:  Well the summer show season is now upon us, I hope everyone that has a running Hillman is planning to attend at least one show this summer.  My ’62 Series IIIC convertible won a 3rd in class at Hellertown, PA a few weeks ago, the car’s first trophy (actually a set of coasters), quite a nice feeling.  It has since gotten two second places and another third!  I did a 400 mile round trip in it to the Jaguar club show in Syracuse New York and it ran fine, my new radiator worked great in 90+ degree weather.  The radiator has a triple core instead of Rootes original double core.  That means 50% more cooling.  I recommend doing this to your radiator if you intend to do any high speed runs on interstate highways-especially in hot weather.  

Even if you do not plan on attending any shows, still mark your calendar for September 14-18 in Ohio.  The schedule calls for an all Rootes show on Saturday, September 17 in Street, Ohio.  Contact D. Zimmerman for more details at 330-678-9394.  Two Easidrive equipped Minxes will be at this show, so come just to see one!

FOR SALE/WANTED:

WANTED:  For a 1948 Phase II Minx, the following… a workshop manual, “trafficators”.  Reich, 8 Park St., Groveland, MA 01834

WANTED:  For a 1967 Sunbeam Minx, Brake Disk backing plates (splash guards), boot lid with Sunbeam Nameplate/handle, Automatic shift boot, driver’s door window glass.    For a 1966 Sunbeam Imp Mark II, complete rear bumper assembly with overriders and American market extra chrome re-inforcements (AMCO?), front bumper with overriders, AM Radio, plastic “Imp” grill ornament.  For a 1962 Super Minx convertible, front and rear seat assembly, front and rear bumpers with overriders, all stainless body moldings, interior trim panels (red), glove box handle, center grill ornament.  For a 1969 Sunbeam Arrow, complete instrument panel assembly, steering wheel center pad, complete console, 4 hub caps.  Contact Quinten A. Sanford, Jr., 2662 Main Rd., Tiverton, RI 02878. (e-mail handyhillman@webtv.net).

FOR SALE: 1960 Hillman Minx White convertible with US four on the floor. Good paint, new tires, good condition. $9,950.00 obo. Contact Ray: 802-862-2379 or fax 802-862-3226 before 9pm EST

FOR SALE: 1964 Hillman Minx, 4dr, runs, $550 obo good title 918- 636-8594CLAREMORE Private Seller Claremore  OK 

FOR SALE: Hillman Super Minx 1962, convertible. Four speed transmission, 1600 cc engine. Bare metal repaint 7 years ago, solid rust free bodywork, engine and mechanicals run really well, rear convertible window needs replacement but rag top good otherwise. Certified $4,500 Call Sheila Fletcher at (905)529 3934

SERVICE: Brake Shoe Relining Service: Pacific Clutch & Brake 1124 North Freya Street, Spokane, WA 99202 (509) 535-4696
 

PARTS FOR SALE: Recently I picked up a 62 minx 4dr for parts.  I mostly need the sheet metal, so most of the rest is up
for grabs.  I am going to pull the engine and transmission, rear end and exhaust system.  All of the glass is good, though I may keep the windshield until I get one of the two I have into my
60minx convertible. If anyone needs parts, including chrome headlight rings (!), I will have them.  All parts extremely reasonable since I only have 200 into the car.
email me off line at: smreiter@yahoo.com Steve Reiter
Bellwood Nebraska

FOR SALE: 71 Plymouth Cricket 1500cc, side draft 4 cyl, auto, 42,000 kms, orig, runs great, $600 Tel: 403‑286‑2666

FREE:  Two Series I Sunbeam Rapiers.  Dave Dawn, 201 Elizabeth St. SE, Albuqerque, NM 87123, 505-440-6688. 

FREE: 1959 Series II Sunbeam Rapier convertible. James Young, St. Louis, MO area 618-624-6355

FREE: Hillman Husky with engine, transmission and good body.  Nicholas Maragoudkis in Wiscasset, ME, e-mail pdemski@tidewater.net
PARTS:  Reproduction floor pans for Rapier (will fit Minxes), Gerald Shetler, e-mail gargershetler@adelphia.net
FOR SALE: 1955 Minx: RHD needs work, 1963 Minx:  Call for  more information. 902-637-1992 (Nova Scotia, Canada)

FOR SALE: 1962 Humber Super Snipe, ready for restoration.  $1,500 (Canadian) 780-352-2743 (Alberta, Canada)

PARTS INFORMATION:  
On Hillman Husky’s there is a canvas strap holding the rear axle from dropping.  If you have a Husky that has been around awhile, it is possible that the strap is gone completely, so here are the specifications for a new strap…

This question came up a few weeks ago, now I can give some answers. The strap is 22" long by 1 1/4" wide. It is made up with a core of 1' wide woven webbing wrapped in a wider piece folded in three, giving a 4 layer finished strap. 

The ends attach under the buffer bracket using what Rootes calls a lock washer - a 1' x 1 1/4" piece of thin sheet metal with 30 1/16th inch holes punched in it - half from each side - to give a cheese grater effect. There seems to be a lot of slack, but it becomes taut with two inches of axle drop. On the side with the broken strap, it dropped 2 5/8" before the springs, shocks, whatever stopped it. 

These observations were on an empty car sitting in the garage. The dynamics of power, motion, and load were not considered - mainly 'cause I don't have a clue as to how to do that. 

Caveats- the straps on my Series 2 are not factory - they were obtained from  Rick McLeod about 1982 but seemed right. My shock absorbers were rebuilt by Apple Hydraulics about six years ago - the one on the side with the good rebound strap is now leaking. The springs and bushings have never been touched - but probably should be. The broken strap shows signs of a lot of friction before it went away. Guess the rear axle windup from all of those power launches took its toll. "Ole"

PARTS:  An old Rootes dealer in Canada (Montreal) still has some parts available.  Contact Mario Boies at 450-444-2900.  Ask for Mario (who speaks English-everybody else there speaks French). 
CARS OF THE QUARTER  

This quarter I am including two articles from Jon Arzt on his Humber and Doug Bragg on his 1959 Series III Minx Special.  

Jon Arzt’s Humber:

The latest addition to my collection now lives! It's a Series III Super Snipe saloon that needs a lot of TLC. Not running when purchased - no distributor, no brake booster, no generator. Put the basics in place to fire up the engine. With a little fettling, the engine got a clean bill of health with good oil pressure and no bad noises. 

Adapted a late model  Delco alternator from a GM product, requiring conversion to negative earth. Also decided that rebuilding a brake booster was a losing economic battle - the expense would be huge, and I'd still have antiquated single circuit brakes. Instead, adapted a hydraulic powered brake booster that runs off the power steering fluid, and the matching dual circuit brake master. 

I'm off work this week, and have been taking mental health time working on my cars.) Yesterday, got it running and charging and the hydraulics working. Today, I rinsed the (fortunately) empty fuel tank and filled her up. Using a vacuum pump, I bled a few quarts of fuel through the line to make sure there was no debris, and hooked up the fuel line. Time for the acid test! 

Turned the key, and the fuel gauge works! Warning  lamp for the alternator works, too. Started her up, and while she warmed up, I did a walk around to check if anything was leaking. No sign of any fluid leaks anywhere! So, of course, the next step is the ceremonial drive around the block. Engine performs well, automatic gearbox shifts nicely. Everything electric works, speedo works, but is a little bouncy, all the other gauges work properly and register just what they should for a hot summer day in the American Midwest. Best of all, the power steering works, and the brakes work great. I was worried the original power steering pump might not be up to the job, but it works just fine. So, now it's time to start in on some bodywork. 

It's a very solid car, suffering  mostly from just sitting. She'll need cleaning,  paint, lots of weather-stripping, and a complete interior retrim, but the RUNS and DRIVES. For now, that makes me happy enough! 

Jon Arzt Omaha, NE  USA (Editor’s Note:  Jon is a collector of anything Rootes, including a Sunbeam and Commer camper!)

Doug Bragg’s 1959 Series III Minx Special

Went to drain the fuel tank, and found it to be virtually empty! Went to the local Rag head fuel source and got 5 gallons of fresh fuel and poured it into the Series III Special Saloon. 

Finished the transplant of Singer interior.  (editor’s note: Doug had gotten a complete 1959 Singer Gazelle interior from Ed Meadowcroft). What the engineers were thinking when it came to the placement of the front seat bolts is anyone's guess - methinks it had something to do with a few pints of ale and some bitters.... Found it interesting that the Singer seat has a wider bottom rail to it than the Minx, as I had to transfer the Minx "sliders" to the Singer front seat. Had to use a crowbar to widen one point of the Minx seat bottom rail to enable insertion of a socket to get at the bolt. 

Borrowed a battery from the IIIC and popped it in the Special, and all was ready. Started to turn the starter over when the starter switch cable broke. The shame is that it was an original cable too, and will probably be replaced by a generic looking one later on. 

So popped open the hood and pulled the starter switch manually, and the motor came to life almost immediately! The idle was smooth and steady – a true joy to behold. Not so joyful was the reminiscent sound of the burnt out manifold donut and holed through muffler - all known of in advance. 


So, once back inside the car sitting comfortably in the new seat I made some trials moving a few inches fore and aft to test the clutch and brakes. Then, after 5 years of rest, I backed the car out onto the tarmac and it saw the shinning light of day once again..... 


I got out and took a walk around to view the car clearly in the bright light. Since the front end was "suspended" in air for 5 years, it seems the front springs may have stretched a bit, and so now the front of the car seems a little higher. Time will take care of that - and gravity.  (editor’s note, Hillmans sit with the rear end slightly lower then the front-this is normal). 


So while sipping a not so fresh cup of tea, I ventured out onto the public back streets of the neighborhood - first thinking to only go up and down the street, but eventually ended up traveling several miles in a circular circuit to "feel out" the car's problems. 

The clutch is strange, still. The Slave cylinder is still mounted upside down, meaning the bleeder is at the bottom and not the top. So I think the system needs a re-bleed after switching the slave around to the correct position. Still, The clutch engages only after letting up ever so slightly from bottom of the pedal's travel. Still some adjustment is needed there. The bothersome part is that while still able to motivate the car, the clutch does "slip" if the revs are increased or there is a load
placed on it. I'm still wondering if the clutch is burnt, or if
it's just a matter of further adjustment or the fact that the car has been sitting still for so long. Time may tell, but suggestions as to a better diagnosis are appreciated.

 
Once back at the garage, I backed the car into its bay once again - facing in opposite direction as it had been placed before, and parallel to the 59 Deluxe sitting next to  it. (editor’s note, Doug owns a beautiful ’59 Minx DeLuxe sedan that he bought in Canada a few years ago). I mused at the similarity, yet apparent radical differences of the two versions of the same car. The Special only has one Visor, no underhood insulation, no floor insulation in the front floor pan, manual starter cable, one speed heater fan blower, single tone interior and exterior finish, one horn versus two on the deluxe, and a very utilitarian dash cluster akin to the early Husky - with no Water temperature gauge. "Stirring" the elongated shifter brought back many memories of my first minx, with it's loose "ambiguous" feeling but long throws. The gearing on the III Special seems worse that the deluxe, although it may be in fact the same as the deluxe. The ride quality of the car is good - and the fact that it now has brakes makes it less of a "white knuckle" driving
experience.

I failed to hook up the new tail lights, although they are installed, and the grille along with it's complementary pair of "parking lights" was missing, so I did not feel comfortable going farther in my travels. Suffice it to say the day was a grand summation of my efforts up to this point. 


I ended the experience with the refinishing of the HILLMAN script area above the grille and the replacement of the letter "A" which had fallen off, but saved. Then a coat of fresh black paint was applied to the inner area behind where the grille lives. The last owner had spray painted the old grille with silver paint, and the over spray was everywhere. Lastly I
trial fitted the sparkling new grille and stood back proudly to have a long look. Good day this was - albeit hot as hell.....

Another reason for turning the car around, other than the aesthetics, is the next project of replacing hoses, having the radiator checked out, and possibly installing a new timing chain tensioner. The back of the car, the top and upper doors are refinished, and so now the front can more easily get the same treatment.  The plan is to restore the car as much as possible without doing a full-bore, bare metal restore. The paint is the original black, and the car either spent a good bit of its life out of doors sitting under some kind of sap-producing trees. To restore the finish it is taking two applications of coarse compound, a single application of Polishing compound, a single application of paint cleaner, a single application of polish, and a final application of wax. To complete the trunk lid alone took about a week - all by hand. But the result is interestingly pleasing, albeit FAR from perfect. Just having a shiny, smooth surface for a change is a vast improvement and very satisfying.  Anyway - that's the update for the weekend. 


DougB (Editors Note: Doug Bragg is a founder and member of the board of the Brotherhood of the Three Spires, his website, “What’s a Hillman” is the club website.  He also keeps the Hillman Register on that site.  If you have not done so, go visit it … google search on “What’s a Hillman”… and register your Hillman).  

I am looking for articles about your Minx, if you have any stories or interesting anecdotes about your Hillman or something that happened to you in your Hillman, send it to me at Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  

Remember, I will be looking for you at the Hillman Meet at Streetsboro in September!!!  
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