Well, we are now in our second year and this is the fifth issue of Melodies that I have sent out.  So far the feedback has been very good-there is an astonishing number of Hillman fans out there, including two Mr. Hillmans.  





One of the changes I have inaugrated with this issue of Melodies is to put my name on the masthead.  I have gotten several letters addressed to “whoever you are”.  At this point a very short “auto”-biography is necessary.  First of all, I am a guy- Jan is an old Dutch first name.  I have been a Hillman owner since 1955.  Starting out with a Minx Mark IV(1951) and progressing through the Series Minxes, Husky, Super Minx, an Arrow (purchased new) and ending with a Cricket (as an everyday use car).  I am now restoring a 1959 Minx Series III-an excellent original 35,000 mile car.  I love Hillmans and at times have had 5 or 6 and with a short exception a few years ago, I have always owned a Rootes car.  In addition to the Hillmans, I have had Singers and Sunbeams.  The only Rootes make I have never owned was a Humber (too big and expensive for me).  I am a past director of the Society of Automotive Historians (and a founder of that organization) and you will my name credited as a source in a number of books on British cars (most recently “British Sports Cars in America”).  In addition, I lived in New York City until 1973 and was a frequent visitor to the Rootes sales office at 505 Park Ave and to the parts and repair facility in Long Island City (only a short distance from home).   It was at the Long Island City location that I drove virtually Rootes product.  So much for me.  I would happy to publish anyone’s Hillman/Rootes stories... just send them out to me at the above address.  





Members:  I am including with this issue of the “Melodies “ a membership list.  This should be helpful in getting people together.  As will be apparent, the vast majority of members are in the state of Washington.  That means that car shows in that state should see lots of Hillmans.  Is that true??  From my experience at British car shows in New Jersey, my “Tinkerbelle” is the only Minx that is being shown.  In fact other than some MG Magnettes and some Minis, no other British Saloon cars appear at any of the shows.  If you show your Hillman, please let me know so that I can publish it.  





Cars:  We are still adding various models of Hillmans to the club-still no Crickets, but I am hoping that one will appear. 





Parts Sources:  I just bought some parts from the Parts Bin in Buffalo, New York.  They have just bought out a foreign cars parts dealer that was in business since the 1950’s.  Drop Pablo ... a line.  





A recent ad in Hemmings advertised shock absorbers at $25 per pair (this is a pretty good price for shocks) from .  The address is xxxxxxxxxxxxx.For those of you that are not aware of it, the telescoping rear shocks used on the Series Minxes are the same as the ones used on full size and internediate sized Ford station wagons.  The lever action shocks can be rebuilt by the outfirs that rebuild the shocks for the various BMC sports cars.  





There is also an outfit selling convertible tops for $150 each in Hemmings.  their address is ...................





The oil filter used in the early Series Minx and Husky is a cartridge type and is identical with the one used in the Triumph TR3.  Moss Motors and other companies supplying parts for the TR series Triumphs can supply these for well under $10.  For later Series Minxes, Arrows, Super Minxes and Crickets you can use the same filter used on Plymouth and Dodge ”slant sixes” from the later 1960’s and early 1970’s.  The Lee number is LF-16.  





Another new source for used parts is xxxxxx in Minnesota.  He has not only a bunch of Sunbeam Alpines, he also has five or six Hillman Minxes for parts.  





Ads: Ads for Hillman card, parts, etc. are free to anyone, just send the information to : Brotherhood of the Three Spires, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836.  I will place the ad in the next issue of “Melodies”. 





Cars for sale: 





Car of  the Quarter: I would like to be able to include a brother’s car in this spot-a photo with a short description and story of the car.  So, please send me a snapshot, description and story of your Hillman so I can put it here!!!  





Brotherhood:  This newsletter is going out with a cover letter and a “statement” to about 20 people who own (or have recently owned!) Hillmans.  If you know anyone else that would be interested in joining us, please let me know or have them send in their name, address and description of any Hillmans they own.  I’d estimate that the 20 people that have gotten letter own a total of about 25 cars.  According to the list I �
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