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Notes From the Editor: I managed to get my ’62 Series IIIC Minx Convertible almost done for the last show of the season here in New Jersey-this was the TVR “out Of The Woodwork” show in Round Valley New Jersey).  A really beautiful location.  We were blessed with convertible weather for the end of October, so I could put the top down.  When I arrived at the show, I was put in “Other British” (as usual) and directed to a spot.  As luck would have it, I landed next to a Ford GT-40 !!!!  A million dollar car.  I figured nobody would even notice my Minx.  To my complete surprise, the Minx got more attention and interest then the GT-40 and even the owner of it wanted to sit in mine (as many, many other people asked to do!).  No award or trophy, but I did get the pleasure out of so many people looking it over.  Maybe we will see a Hillman renaissance! 

To complete the end of the year for me, the next weekend my wife and I drove, top-down to a local “tourist” town for a cup of coffee (she had gotten a gift certificate for two free cups of coffee plus another one for a book store).  We lucked out and got a parking spot right on Main Street.  When we came out from having our coffee there was a traffic jam in the street and a crowd around the car (including two police officers).  At first I feared someone had run into the Minx.  Fortunately that was not the case, everyone was stopping to look at it!  One the police officers asked me, very politely, if I could move it as was really stopping traffic on Main Street as people stopped to look at it.

What does this tell me?  Come spring, get your Hillman out and show it, everyone seems to love them now!  

Hillman Ads:

STILL AVAILABLE-Restorable '55 Californian in Michigan. It needs complete restoration, interior and paint and may be even more valuable as parts. $750 or offers. email address is 

rowillis@uplogon.com phone is 906 789 1257

OIL SEAL FOR TIMING COVER-One of the members of the Hillman Owners Club of Australia sells modified timing case covers that have an oil seal fitted. The modified cover is sold complete with an alignment tool. Cost $110 (Australian). Contact Les Compton on (02) 9826-7947.

Free To Good Owner: Hillman Husky with engine, transmission and good body. Nicholas Maragoudkis in Wiscasset, ME, e-mail pdemski@tidewater.net
6 Hillmans for sale, contact Joyce Gray, Alta, CA 530-389-2568

WANTED:  Hubcap for 1962 Minx (15 in wheel), also for same car need end cap for double chrome strip. Contact Ernie Clerihew, 99 Lovejoy Rd., Pittsford, VT 05763  Phone: 802-483-6871

RUBBER & WEATHERSTRIPING: We have bulk stocks of weatherstrips for ALL British cars. Send us small samples and lengths of the parts you need (doorseal, bootseal, Glass channel etc.,) and we'll be pleased to quote you a price. We are able to supply the molded windscreen glazing rubber for your car as well! Thanks again! Martin "Mac" MacGregor 1.877.777.6381(Canada)
The KL56204 Brake Hose (same as PBR H738) fits Minx Sr 1-6 Front and 1-5 Rear, Rapier Sr1-4 Front and Sr1-3a Rear. The Brake Hoses I sell (all A$25.00ea), are new stock, made in England by Nelson within the last year. Jim Withers at  

JWClassicParts@aol.com (Australia)

ENGINE PARTS: Mike Bonnaducci in Vermont, phone 802-439-5815 has piston, rings, bearings, thrust washer sets, gaskets etc for Hillmans. He bought out a large parts house some years ago.

CROSS REFERENCE:  Hastings AF115 is the air filter for Hillman Minx’s, Super Minxes and Sunbeam Minx’s.  Your local auto store should carry it.


How I Got My Hillman:  Another excellent piece by Doug Bragg covering his drive in his new Minx convertible.

Drove the convertible for the first time yesterday, just a few times around the block. Took this long cause' I wanted to switch the tires and rims with another set of known good tires cause there was a "slow leak" in one of the tires that came with it. AND, I needed to work on the hood latch - the kind with the inside release - in order to close the hood fully and be able to open it up again without having to remove the grille.

Of course, one thing led to another, and since the grille was out I straightened out some of the bends in it and polished it. Since I did that, I removed the turn signal assemblies and cleaned them up and replaced one bent chrome retainer. Of course, since the grille was off, I removed the bumper assembly to straighten it out, and then needed to re-set the bumper retainer brackets as well, and since they were off, I replaced the holding nuts to ones of the correct thread with washers, which were absent. And since all this stuff was off, of course I had to clean up the bugs in the radiator core, straighten the cooling fins, and clean up the painted areas behind the grille. In the process, added the missing front bumper over rider with a good one from the 58 Minx parts car - and of course to get to that, had to remove the bumper from that car as well. 

Replaced the cable with a new one from Pep Boys. The cable was "made in China", of course. After installation - which was no simple process, the handle pulled off on the first attempt to use it. Now I may be strong, but I also think the cable handle was really poorly installed. ALL the cables I was able to locate locally were made in China, so I gave up on that idea. In the spare parts that came with the car was a hood release mechanism from a Husky, which was a simpler single stage design, and used it with success.

So by late Sunday, before dark, all this was finished, and I drove the car, sans top, for the first time. WOW - what a neat ride! Had to rile up the woman in the kitchen and take her for a spin too. She balked at first, but decided to come along. She too was excited by the experience and thought it exhilarating! A bonus!

The car "feels" heavier - akin to a boat, actually. It feels bigger, too - even though of similar dimensions to the Saloon. I guess it's just because you get to see the whole car from stem to stern so easily. The car runs exceptionally quiet, and has a great exhaust note (which you get to hear better, as well). Brakes seemed to grab on the passenger side a bit for the first few times, but disappeared after a few stops - potentially a sign of some leaking cylinders on brake shoes, or grease. Must investigate that soon.

I bid on the 60 Minx bumper on Ebay a couple of times, but when the bid exceeded $125 US, gave up. Someone out there must really want that bad! I'm thinking that since the 58 has a perfect bumper I should use it, instead. It would be incorrect for the model year, but the condition is excellent. 

The car suffers from strangely "spotty" paint at two places - the driver's door and the upper front passenger fender, but that's about it. The paint should shine up nicely. There is a strange feeling coming from the passenger side front suspension - I thought I hadn't tightened the wheel properly - but it was OK. Need to check for ball joints/A-frame pin, or other worn bushes there. The springs feel more "spongy" than a saloon, but since this my first convertible Minx, I don't know if that is typical or if it's from age. Again, with the added frame components, the car is heavier, but the top is missing, so it should all even out I would think..

DougB 

Car of the Quarter:  In the two prior issues I spoke about the first Minx and Hillman Sports Cars.  This issue will cover the second Hillman Minx, known by Rootes as “The Minx Magnificent”.  

The initial Hillman was a great success, selling over 43,000 cars between 1932 and 1935.  However, styles were changing in the nineteen thirties and Rootes was very attuned to styling.  This meant that the Minx needed to be restyled to meet the latest in “modern” tastes.  That meant a new body from Pressed Steel Bodies with rounded “pontoon” fenders instead of the classic styled fenders on the first Minx.  It also meant a much rounder body then the classic square lines of the original Minx.  In addition, the old fashioned wire wheels were replaced by new disk wheels.  Rootes called them “Easiclean”.  In that sense they were an improvement over the wires.  In addition, the disk wheels are stronger then the wire wheels and did not  requirement alignment as often.

While the new body was more modern then the old one, it still lacked an external trunk.  The spare wheel had moved inside in it’s own compartment just above the rear bumper.  This gave a stylisticly cleaner rear.  Rootes did offer a set of fitted luggage to go behind the back seat and offered a bolt on luggage rack for mounting above the rear bumper.  

If the first Minx had been a success selling 43,000 cars between 1932 and 1935, the “Minx Magnificent” was indeed magnificent in selling 92,095 examples between 1936 and 1939.

The drivetrain stayed essentially as it had been for the original Minx- the 1185cc flathead engine (without a water pump) bolted up to a four speed transmission with synchromesh on all four gears.  In the autumn of 1938 synchromesh was dropped on first gear, an odd backward step.  Horsepower was now 33 and the top speed stayed around 59 MPH.  Fuel consumption was a moderate 35 MPG (but that was an Imperial gallon-slightly larger then a US gallon).  The rear axle was 5.44:1.  The gas tank held 7 ¾ Imperial gallons and the electrical system was 6 volt. 

Both front and rear axles were solid and each was supported by two half elliptic leaf springs.  The wheelbase was 92 inches (the same as the original Minx) and the track was 48 inches front and rear.  Again the same as the original Minx.   Tires were 5.25x16 on the DeLuxe and 5.00x16 on the basic models. There were mechanical drum brakes on all four wheels along with a brake light. 

Rootes offered several body styles in two trim levels.  The first was the “DeLuxe”.  The “DeLuxe” was offered as a DeLuxe Saloon, a DeLuxe Tourer and a “Foursome Drophead Coupe”.  The basic models were the “Tourer” and the “Safety” Saloon.  

The Saloon DeLuxe featured front and rear bumpers, a sunroof, triplex safety glass, adjustable front seats, built-in self canceling direction indicators, openable windscreen, speedometer, petrol gauge, oil gauge, clock, parcel rack, armrests in rear seat, pillar pulls, rooflamp, ashtrays front and rear, rear blind was operatored from driver’s seat, dual windscreen wipers and pile carpet.  Colors were:
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The DeLuxe Tourer was four door convertible with side screens instead of roll up windows.  It had everything the Saloon DeLuxe had except a sun roof. The DeLuxe Tourer cost 190 pounds. Colors were:
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The basic Tourer was essentially the same as the DeLuxe Tourer except that it didn’t have a leather interior, only a single windscreen wiper and no clock.  The basic Tourer cost 175 pounds.  Colors were:
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The “Safety” saloon had everything the “Saloon DeLuxe” had except only a single windcreen wiper, no clock, no sunroof and imitation leather instead of the real thing.  The Safety Saloon cost 163 pounds. Colors were:
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The Foursome Drophead Coupe was a “DeLuxe” model, having all of the features of the “Saloon DeLuxe” plus it had a cigar lighter.  This car was a two door coupe style with a convertible top.  The top had the Hillman “three position” capability.  It could be open, closed or open above the driver’s seat in a “coupe de ville” mode.  The price of this model was the highest of all of the “Minx Magnificent” models at 215 pounds. Colors were:
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In addition to the “Minx”, Hillman also offered three other models in 1937.  These were the “14”, a large car powered by a 1944cc 51 HP 4 cylinder engine.  The wheelbase was 114 inches.  Hillman made 3,984 of these between 1937 and 1939. Next was the “16HP”.  This was another large car having a 108 inch wheelbase and a 2576cc 6 cylinder engine developing 56 HP.  The engine was a variation of the big Humber six.  Next up from the “16HP” was the Hillman Hawk.  This was an identical car to the “16HP” but had a 3181cc 71 HP six cylinder engine.  Top of the line was the “90”.  This was essentially a “Hawk” with a 126 inch wheelbase,  These monster Hillmans weighted between 3,000 and 4,000 pounds (a 71 HP engine pulling nearly two tons?).  These beasts could reach about 71 MPH and turn in 18 MPG (Imperial gallon remember) doing it.  Zero to sixty times probably required a calendar, but zero to fifty took 22.4 seconds for the “16HP”.  Hillman sold a total of 5,236 of these three models between 1935 and 1937.

All of these “big” Hillmans shared Rootes “Evenkeel” independent front suspension.  This design was the work of Barney Roos, lately of Studebaker.  Rootes Evenkeel was a variation of Studebaker’s “Planar” front suspension.  In each design a transverse leaf spring functioned as the lower control arms.  The problem with this design was that the leaf spring had to be made stiff enough and strong enough to function as a control arm.  Even then, twisting and bending of spring would upset the front end geometry.  The result was a stiff ride with somewhat “indeterminate” steering.  Rootes was to persevere with this design up into the early 1950’s on the Super Snipe and Pullman. 

Rootes discontinued all Hillman six cylinder models after 1937, concentrating on just 4 cylinder cars (the Minx and “14”), at first leaving the six cylinder cars to Humber.  Then after the war, reintroducing the 4 cylinder Hillman Hawk as the Humber Hawk.

SUNNI IV UPDATE:

 Start working on your Hillman so that it will be ready for July 4-9, 2004 at “The Canyons” lodge in Park City Utah.  Arrive on Sunday July 4th for fireworks and enjoy a “Rootes Week”.  There will be an autocross, shopping, a car show, a chance to meet other Rootes fanatics and one just great week for the whole family.  Doug Edwards is the co-chairman.  You can contact him at 925-432-3022 or e-mail him at hillmanfromhell@hotmail.com.  

This will be the premier Rootes event for the next four years so try to make it.   
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