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In the previous issue of “Melodies” I mentioned the Tigers East/Alpines East show being held in Luray, Virginia.  A quick look at a map and I determined that the show was only 300 miles from my home.  This was within the travel range of my rebadged Hillman Avenger.  So on September 14 at 8:30 AM I fired up the Avenger and drove to Virginia.   The car purred all the way there.  The show was great, even though we only managed three Hillmans (one was a Sunbeam Minx).   More importantly, we were welcomed with open arms.  Everyone was friendly and helpful and we had a great time.  It was good to be at a show where everyone knew what a Hillman was and was interested in them.  

I recommend that if there is a Tigers/Alpine East show near you, attend it.  I am sure you will have as much fun as we did! 

I also recommend going to local British car shows.  You will probably be put in “Other British” and have to compete against Rolls Royces and Minis, but it will still be fun.  You should also check out any local British car clubs and consider joining.  While there are two all British clubs in New Jersey, unfortunately in the northern part of the state where I live, there are only “Marque” clubs.  

New Members:

None this quarter.

Hillman Ads:  Ads for Hillman cars or parts are free.

For Sale:  All for 1959 and up Husky.  Front cross member drum to drum, rear end drum to drum.  All seats, head liner, door panels, 1600 engine dual carbs needs push set, 4 speed needs 3rd (pops out), original wheels with tires, gas tank, all outside door handles. Rechromed and keyed. Also, 1967 Alpine missing windshield and dash.  1600 motor, body rough in spots but fine parts and drive train car. Dan Roth, Arizona. 928-453-9406. Leave phone number please.

57 Husky: $750, project car, no engine or windshield. 602-549-7968 (Tempe, AZ)

57 Minx Convertible: Older restoration, solid car. $3,500 e-mail twocans@msn.com (Billings, MT)

59 Minx Convertible:  Runs and looks great $3,000 (Canadian) 306-931-3394 (Saskatoon, SK-Canada)

59 Humber Super Snipe: Excellent condition, runs great, $9,200 909-929-7007 (Hemet, CA)

60 Minx: Project car, body very good $1,000 206-463-6150 (Vashon Island, WA)

62 & 64 Minxes:  Both need work, $650 and $850 respectively. 770-736-9374 (Georgia)

63 Super Minx:  Good condition, won’t move- needs clutch? $1,500 negotiable 780-482-0818 (Edmonton, AB Canada)

66 Sunbeam Imp:  Restoration project $1,250 (Canadian) 519-268-2696 (Dorchester, ON Canada)

Car of the Quarter:  
The car of the quarter for this issue is the Hillman Husky Series III.  One of the major reasons for the existence of the Husky was eliminated in 1963 with the introduction of the Imp.  Rootes now had a truly inexpensive small car that could compete on completely equal footing with the Mini and Anglia.  Rootes no longer had to try to produce a cut price Minx with a small station wagon body to sell to the (English) low priced market.  

However, the Husky had developed quite a following for itself and was selling well despite the existence of the Imp.  So, the Husky was updated with the new front end of Minx and the dash was modified from the central unit to one in front of the driver that was similar to the dash in the Minx.  

Like the Minx, the new Husky was introduced in October of 1963 in the USA.  The basic body and interior stayed the same but there was a concession to America-the engine was a 1592 cc unit instead of the 1390cc unit used in England and Europe.  HP was up to 62.  Although the American version had the 1600cc engine, all Husky’s kept the 15 inch wheels.  Thus they sat higher then the new Minx, but were better in bad weather and mud.  

The Husky was the last of the big Rootes new car projects.  In a very short time of 4 years, Rootes introduced three entirely new models- the Alpine, the Super Minx and the Imp, it had revised the Husky twice (the Series II and III) and remodeled the Minx twice (the Series IIIA and the Series V).  In this, I am not counting the Tiger that was introduced in 1964.  It is no wonder Rootes was broke, a small company like Rootes could not afford all of this.  Things were to be very quiet at Rootes for next 3-4 years.  Only a small remodeling of the Super Minx line and the big Humbers was done.  

I have no sales figures on the Series III Husky but it seems to have sold as well as the prior 3 models (the Mark I, Series I and Series II).   As noted in the prior issue, Rootes sales worldwide were at a record high, but profits were low.  Sales of Hillmans in the US were also low.  While I have no numbers for 1964, Hillman did not make the “Top Ten Imported Cars” list and the 10th car on that list had sales of below 10,000 units.  Therefore, neither Hillman nor Sunbeam sold 10,000 cars in the United States in 1964 as the “Top Ten Imported Cars” went down to about 10,000 cars that year.  The sleeper in this is Canada.  It appears that quite a few Rootes were sold in Canada and seemed to find their way into the USA.

From some information I received recently from a British car expert in Canada, sales of Rootes’ cars in Canada were roughly equal those in the USA.  Since Canada only had (has) about 1/10th the population of the USA, that means that Rootes was about ten times more successful in Canada.   That would explain why so many Hillmans in the USA originally came from Canada.  

Anyway, the Husky Series III was built though the middle of 1966.  When the 1967 models were announced, there was no Audax based Husky.  This meant that both the Sunbeam Alpine and Sunbeam Tiger were doomed.  Why?  Because both of these sports cars were based on the Hillman Husky floorpan.  With production of the Husky discontinued, these cars could no longer share components with the Husky.  Thus the Alpine and Tiger became un-economical to produce.  Of course the entire “Audax” line of Hillmans came to an end in the middle of 1967 when the Minx was discontinued.  

The Husky concept was so popular though, that the basic idea was re-introduced as a cargo carrying variation of the Imp.  The new Husky was introduced in 1968 and was a larger, boxier rear body on the Imp.  The idea did not catch on like the original Husky and it was dropped after only two years.  None were ever series imported into the USA and they are rare even in England. 

Of all the Huskies, I probably like the Series III the best.  The larger engine gave them better performance (albeit with somewhat poorer gas mileage), they would cruise on the highway better thanks to a higher rear end and 15 inch tires.  I liked the roof introduced on the Series II (and kept on the Series III) and overall still consider the Husky is a really neat car. 

Initially, in December of 1963 (for the 1964 model year) the following colors were available in the USA for the Series III Husky:

Single Tones: Foam White with red interior

Two Tones (first color is the color of the body and roof, the second color is the color around the window area):

Glen Green/Foam White with glen green interior, Forest Green/Foam White with red interior, 

Azure Blue/Foam White with azure blue interior, Pippin Red/Foam White with red interior, 

Embassy Black/Foam White with red interior. 

In September of 1964 (for the 1965 model year) the colors were:

Single Tones:  Embassy Black with red interior, Tartan Red with black interior, 

Arctic White with red interior.

Two tones (first color is color of the body and roof, the second color is the color of the area around the windows): 

Sage Green/Arctic White with forest green interior, Forest Green/Sage Green with gray green interior, Azure Blue/Arctic White with azure blue interior, Storm Gray/Alabaster Gray with red interior, 

Slate Blue/Dawn Mist with gray interior. 

Again, in December of 1963, the only “factory” options were radio, heater, additional ventilator duct and white wall tires.  Sliding rear windows were standard on US cars.  In September of 1964, those same options were available and the sliding rear windows became optional.  

Unlike the Minx, the Husky made do with 8 inch drum brakes at the front and kept the old 7 ½ gallon (US) gas tank.  In addition, the Husky used the 4.22:1 rear axle with the 1600cc engine.  That combination along with the 15 inch wheels meant that the Husky had a slightly higher top speed then the Minx!  The Series V Minx had a top speed of about 85 MPH, while the Husky could get up to 87.  The Husky was still listed at $1,639, a great price for a great little car!  And a very competitive one as the prices of the compacts from the “big three” were beginning to inch up over $2,000. 

Member’s Stories:

July 4, 2001. Hillman Husky road trip to "Rally In The Valley", Kelowna BC


"Your going to drive your 1960 Hillman Husky all the way to Kelowna, BC"? Yes, why not? " What if it breaks down"? Well I'll have two choices, fix it or tow it, while you, in your SUV, will only have one choice- call AAA for a tow. 

I took off at 8:00 AM July 4th with plans to take two days to drive to "Rally in the Valley" in Kelowna, BC Canada. Leaving Seattle at 8:00 AM I went the back roads through Redmond, Carnation and reached the I-90 freeway at North Bend. Then up over Snoqualmie pass to Cle Elum and took the cut off to Wenatchee. The drive was easy and me with out air onditioning or a radio I just had the windows down and listened to the sounds of the out doors and smelled the air of the trees, the pastures and some cattle. I enjoy not driving in a cocoon of the modern air conditioned, radio station blaring, tinted window environment given to us as the only way to travel. Point A to point B as the crow fly's or rather the way the interstate highway takes you. 

My destination for the day was Brewster, Wa.(population 1830) about 25 miles north of Chelan, Wa. I went through Chelan about 11:00 AM and the temperature was near 90 degrees. Ok, so here is where I had a little problem. As some of you
know I have had some over heating problems in high ambient temperature. Well all of a sudden the temperature went out of site. I pulled off the road into a farmers yard and cooled the engine down and added a whole lot of water. After about 20 minutes I took off but only went another 1/2 mile and the
radiator was boiling over. I pulled off and got our my tools (If you own a modern car you can stop reading here as you will not understand) and in about 15 minutes I took out the thermostat and made a new gasket, with the gasket paper I had in my tool box. The old thermostat I figured at high temperature would close and cause the over heating. 

I ran into Brewster, about 10 miles with no problem. Guess what? There was a car show going on in the city park. I ask if I could join and was invited to stay. There was about 24 cars including one MGTD. They ask me what I was going to do later
on as there was a parade starting at 7:00 PM and invited me to join in. Ok, a parade on the 4th of July sound just right. At 7:00 PM I lined up with about 12 other cars and we mixed in with the rest of the local tractors and school band and fire trucks, etc. 

After I found a Motel room, got a taco and a couple of beers I went back to the motel to cooled off before the advertised best in the Chelan county fire works were to take place. The fire works they were great. I stretched out on the grass after dark, 80 degrees, on the park grass and watched the fire works being shot off over the Columbia River for about 45 minutes.  

The next day I went on old Hwy 97 north driving through the fruit and grain fields, stopping on the Chillowist Trail out side of Okannogan. I went to the Okannogan museum and then headed north again to Omak. I stopped here and after checking out the side walk sale then had lunch at a spot recommended by
one of the locals. I then headed off trail to Conconully, 15 miles NE of Omak with the plan of heading to the Canadian border by some more back roads. I stopped at Lake Conconullys Lairs Cove fishing resort and ask what goes on here. I was told that the road from here to the border was mostly gravel and I probably did not want to drive this beautifully restored car on such a road. They gave me a short cut back to the main road
through some more country roads. By now I knew I had a couple of hours of driving to do to reach Kelowna, BC. So I went back to Hwy 97 and decided I wanted to reach Kelowna before dark. I crossed the Canadian border at Osoyoos and the change was immediate, more people, more irrigated farms and
wineries. The temperature was beginning to cool off some and that made for a comfortable drive on to Kelowna. 

This was the first time I had attended this car show of English cars in Canada. The show was in a town south of Kelowna about 20 minutes on the lake. I was very much like our Alki Beach area only with a 60 foot grass strip , where some of the cars were parked, between the street, where the rest of the cars were parked and the water. The day was perfect, sunshine and a little breeze. Hats off to the organizers of the event. I was the only Hillman, as usual, and I was surprised at the number of people who said they had never seen one. There was a good turn out of about 9 tigers both from the US and Canada.
Maybe later I will tell of my 2 day trip back by way of Whistler BC. In all I drove 1050 miles and had a great time doing it.


Budd Bennion, Seattle, WA.

1960 Hillman Husky

Parts:  

Rob Willis out in northern Michigan has located a source for the 3 ¼ inch vent tubes.  They are the same ones used on the Austin Healey 3000.  The part number from Moss Motors is 456-150 and the price is $22.95   This hose appears to be the shorter one used between the blower fan and “Y” piece or one of the two short lengths from the “Y” to either the under dash vent or the heater.  

Clutch parts:  The Minx Mark III to VII use the same clutch disk as the early MG TD (7 ¼ inch).  The Mark VIII (OHV) uses both the same clutch disk and pressure plate as the early MG TD.  The Minx Series I through IIIA use an 8 inch disk and pressure plate.  This is the same as used on the Sunbeam Alpine Series I and on the 1500cc MGA.  All of these are 10 splined disks by the way.

Next Issue: 
In the next issue I will cover the last of the Audax Minxes, the Series VI.  Following that I will do the very interesting story of the many different Arrows sold in North America.  Then an article on the last Rootes/Chrysler UK car sold in the USA; the Cricket.  I will also be doing an article on the Paykan, along with a bunch of pictures.  
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