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With the Summer coming, we all should be getting out our Hillmans and showing them at car shows.  My Minx has been to the Moss Motors Spring Fest here in New Jersey along with the Cricket and the Cricket has been to the MG Club’s show over in Hellertown, Pennsylvania.  While the Minx is now in show condition, I have lots of work to do on the Cricket-if anyone knows where these is a junked Cricket in the New York/New Jersey/Pennsylvania area, please let me know.  While the Cricket runs great, it needs a lot of bits and pieces.

Thanks to everyone for their dues, this has been the best year yet.  

To those that have not been following the Internet, the Hillman Home page that Craig Burlingame set and maintained was destroyed by Hackers earlier this year, as luck would have it, Craig’s hard drive crashed so all of the data was lost.  At the moment the only U.S. Home page is the one that Doug Bragg has.  We do not know exactly what we are going to do, but the “Hillman List” is still up and running.  

Members:  Still more new members-mainly from the Hillman List on the Internet.  We seem to be gaining 3-4 per quarter, or about 15 per year.  That really is a terrific growth rate.   So welcome to:

Bruce Davis

4765 Westside Dr

LaVerne, CA 91750

Lynn Faulkner

4593 White Blossum Blvd.

Mason, Ohio 45040

Rich Garza

216 W. Johnson

San Antonio, TX 78204

Our new members have quite an interesting group of cars. Bruce Davis has a ’59 Husky plus a parts car, an Alpine Series V with a V6 and a 1970 Alpine GT. I have to admit to being partial to the Alpine GT fastback as I owned several and loved driving them.  Lynn Faulkner has an Aero Minx! That is the second one in the Brotherhood and is amazing as only a few hundred were built back in 1933-35.  Rich Garza has a 1952 Mark V Hillman Minx convertible that is in need of rear fenders.  Anyone have any available, drop Rich a note.

Hillman Ads:  Ads for Hillman cars or parts are free.

1962 Hillman Series IIIC, black with red interior, RHD w/British and American plates.  Make offer. Car is in Freemont, CA.  510-226-8856 after 6:00 PM.

Complete drivetrain for Mark VIII Minx, engine, trans, drive line, rear end, radiator, complete front suspension, horns, heater, blower assembly, wheels.  Jeff, 602-837-9207 (Arizona)

1954 & 1955 Hillman Minx coupes, $500 each, transportation available.  Dave Dawn, 201 Elizabeth St SE, Albuquerque, NM 87123 (505)299-2901

Reproduction floor plans for Series II through Series V Rapier $50 per pan or $200 for complete set.  (ed note-these should be adaptable for Minx convertibles and maybe sedans).  Gerald Shetler, 4793 Jody Lynn Drive, Mentor, OH 44060 (440)257-1582

Rare 1948 Hillman Minx Phase II DHC (convertible), full restoration, engine-rings, bearings.  Finish medium gray, blue connolly leather interior, dark blue stayfast hood.  $4,900.  Call Robert Reed, 341 Lake Mamie Rd, Deland, FL (904)738-7057

Wanted for 1959 Hillman Husky:  Front grille, front and rear directional lights, door handles and wind wing glass.  Dan Roth, P.O.Box 1186, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

Car of the Quarter: 

The “car of the Quarter” for this issue is the Hillman Minx Series II.  Unlike the “New Minx” that only became the Series I after the introduction of the Series II, the Series II was called that from the start.  It was also known as the “Jubilee Minx” to commemorate 25 years of Hillman Minxes and 50 years of Hillman cars.

 At this point it should be noted that the British have a different way of determining the “year” of a car.  In the United States, the “year” is the model year, relating to the model year that the manufacturer designates.  Therefore, when new models are introduced in the fall (usually September or October) they are called the next year’s model.  For example, the new 1958 Fords were introduced in September of 1957.  The manufacturers actually switch over production to the new models in July-August and begin building “1958” cars in August of 1957.  This 

allows the car dealers to have new cars ready to sell on the day that the new models are introduced.  

In England there is no such thing as a “model year”, there is only the year of actual production.  Thus in England the Series II Minx was a 1957 model (being introduced in August of 1957, while the same car was classified as a 1958 model in the United States.  This explains why the Series II Minx was the “Jubilee” model, commemorating the 25th anniversary of the Minx (introduced in 1932) and the 50th anniversary of Hillman (the first Hillman was built in 1907).  

Why Rootes designated the new model as a Series II is good question.  Other then a change in the grille and a slightly modified camshaft to give better torque, it was essentially unchanged from the Series I.  

Of note to Americans was the introduction in the United States of the Minx “Special” model.  This lower cost version of the Minx DeLuxe had a Husky style dashboard and simple steering wheel (no horn ring), bucket seats and a floor shift.  The floor shift was a long lever coming from near the firewall and reaching almost to the front seat.  The floors had only rubber hats, no carpeting and there was no chrome trim around the windshield and rear window.  There was also no rubber floor mat in the trunk.  In addition, the headlight rims did not have the “eyebrow” of the Deluxe.  All of this cut $150 off of the price of the car. This brought the price of the Minx Special within $60 of the new Husky Series I (also introduced this year).  

The revised 1390 cc engine still developed 51 horsepower, but now at 4400 rpm instead of 4600 rpm.  There was also a gain of 3 pound feet of torque.  Top speed stayed at 80 MPH and the zero to sixty time was 21.8 seconds, down from 23.4 seconds.  The rear axle ratio stayed at 4.78 to 1 and gas mileage stayed around 30 mpg.  

Although the Series II Minx was introduced in England in August of 1957, we Americans had to wait until October 9th, 1957 for them to be announced here.  

With prices of $1,699 for the Minx Special, $1,849 for the Minx DeLuxe, $2,099 for the convertible and $2,299 for the wagon, 18,970 Hillmans found homes in American garages that year.  Part of the reason for the Hillman’s success was obviously due to the product, the Minx was the perfect size, was fast enough and economical enough to win much praise in 

the various car magazines.  However, the Hillman was helped greatly by the growth in size and price of American cars.  The new 1958 Chevy was over 10 inches longer then the 1957 and the price of Chevy’s cheapest 4 door sedan was now $2,155.  The difference of $300 in price between a Chevy Del Ray and a Hillman DeLuxe was an awful lot of money in 1958. A price difference of nearly $450 between the Chevy and the Minx Special was over 20% difference.

True, Chevy did sell over 1,217,000 of those “bloated” 1958 Chevy’s, but Hillman’s market share was growing.  Another factor here was the first post WW II “recession” to hit the US economy.  While Europe had a bad time in 1956-57, the US did not have economic problems until 1958.  Sales of new cars declined dramatically-but the hardest hit were the mid-range cars like Oldsmobile and Buick.  If the Edsal had any chance at all, the recession of 1958 ensured that it did not.  In addition, DeSoto, which until that time had been doing well began its slow slide to extinction.   The recession helped the lower priced cars such as Chevrolet and the low cost imports such as Hillman.  

In the convertible area the price difference was even greater, the cheapest Chevy convertible was available only in the top of the line BelAire Impala at a cost of $2,724 for a six cylinder (the eight cost $2,841) and these cars were seldom sold without a bunch of options.  By contrast, the Hillman Minx convertible was only $2,099, or only about 2/3rds the price of the Chevy.   Hillman only had three other serious competitors in the convertible field- the English Ford Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac sold by Ford dealers, the Morris Minor sold at MG/Austin Healey dealers and the VW convertible.  The Fords were expensive, starting at $2,351 for the Consul and ending at $2,910 for the Zodiac (actually more expensive then a Chevy V8 convertible!) while Morris Minor was only $1,549 but it was a very small car with only minimal performance (although a very popular car, the convertibles were not big sellers in the United States).  The VW at $1,999 was serious competition and VW sold thousands of them.  In fact there was a waiting list of up to six months.  The VW convertibles were not actually built by Volkswagen, they were special body jobs by custom body builder Kharmann (who also built the Kharmann-Ghia for VW).

Hillman wagons did not fare as well against the American competition, the Minx was $2,299 against only $2,467 for the Chevy 4 door wagon.  These prices 

might explain why Hillman sold so many convertibles and so few wagons this year.  It seems today (and it seemed back in the fifties and sixties) that there were many more Hillman convertibles then any other model.

However, for some reason, the Series II Special sedans do not seem to be too common.  I have seen more Series II DeLuxe sedans then I have seen Specials.  

The Series II Minx introduced Rootes first attempt at an automatic transmission for the Minx.  This system was called “manumatic” and introduced a vacuum operated clutch that allowed shifting without having to press the clutch pedal.  However, since the clutch was still needed to start moving, the value of the system was not that great.  The price was about $150 and not many seem to have been sold.  I have never seen a car equipped with this option.  

This would be a good time to talk about the Rootes convertibles.  All of Rootes “Audax” series of cars were assembled at the Rootes factory at Ryton on Dunsmore near Coventry.  However, the bodies for all of the Audax series convertibles (“Audax” was Rootes code name for the body style used on the Hillman Minx, Singer Gazelle and Sunbeam Rapier) were trimmed at the Thrupp and Maberly bodyworks (the Rapier Coupes were also trimmed by T & M).  Thrupp and Maberly had been custom coach builders for over a hundred years when Rootes purchased them in the nineteen twenties-Rootes actually owned them before buying any of the car manufacturing companies.  Thrupp and Maberly produced custom bodies up until WW II and then built bodies exclusively for Rootes. All Humber bodies were built at Thrupp and Maberly.  
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Bob & Betty Brick’s beautiful Series II Sedan

From this you can see that the Rootes convertibles were very special cars.  The quality of body assembly and trimming was closer to Rolls Royce standards then to Chevrolet’s (for example).   When dismantling your Hillman convertible, you will often find the T & M tags under the seats.  There are some disadvantages to this custom trimming.  I learned many years ago that the convertible top boots are no interchangeable-the snaps are often in slightly different places on each car.  In one case I found that one car had one snap more then normal.  Replacement convertible boot covers from Rootes had no snaps installed at all-they came in a plastic bag with the boot cover.  

To sum up 1958 for Rootes in the USA, it was a great year.  Hillman sales were 18,970 and Rootes also sold 1,300 Rapiers, for a total of over 20,000 cars.  There were now over twelve ports of entry-on both coasts and along the gulf.  There were two major parts warehouses-one just outside of New York City in Long Island City and another in Los Angeles.  In addition, there were a number of smaller warehouses around the US.  

 World wide, Rootes sold 120,798 cars, a record year for the company.  Export sales were well over half of Rootes total sales for the year.  Profits were 3.6 million pounds or about $10 million dollars.  This was not outstanding and matched what Rootes had been making in the prior years.  But was a decided improvement over Rootes loss in 1957.  

1958 was to be a big year for new models at Rootes, Hillman added a new version of the Husky in 1958-the Series I.  In addition to the Hillman, Singer production was more fully integrated into Rootes by the mid-year introduction of the Gazelle Series IIA with a modified Hillman 1390cc engine replacing the older Singer overhead cam engine.  In addition, Sunbeam introduced the Series II Rapier with a bored our version of the 1390cc engine of 1494cc. Of course it had twin carbs and produced 73 HP (only 2 horsepower less then the still-born Singer Hunter 75 dual overhead cam 1500cc engine).  The Rapier was the first European car with fins.  Something it would keep all the way up until the Series V Rapier of 1966-67.

Finally, 1958 saw the introduction of the new Humber Super Snipe with a 2.6 liter six cylinder engine based upon the Armstrong Siddeley engine.

So 1958 was a big year for Hillman, but 1959 would be even better.  But before we go onto 1959, we have to regress to 1958 again.  The next issue of “Melodies” 

will be devoted to the Hillman Husky Series I, the first change in that handy little station wagon since it was introduced in 1954. 

Rootes Lore:  

Since we talked about the “Jubilee” Minx in this issue, it might be interesting to look back at that first Hillman Minx of 77 years ago!  Rootes had taken over Humber and Hillman in the late 1920’s when both companies were in serious financial trouble.  Fortunately the two companies were right next door to each other and William Rootes, through his chain of dealers throughout England, already handled all of the sales for both companies.  

Rootes had a plan to use a few different bodies and engines and create a whole range of models built on these building blocks.  Initially several models were introduced but none succeeded in gaining Rootes more then a toehold in the British market.  Rootes had a plan for a low cost car-he had noted that low cost British cars were pretty minimal and were generally not very well made or designed.  His answer was to be a very well built, well equipped and well styled car that would sell for slightly more then the competition but offer much more in terms of everything else.  

He hired a number of designers and then extensively tested the prototypes.  One of his testers was an old friend- W.O. Bentley!  Bentley had just been let go from Bentley Motors after the Rolls Royce take over in 1931 and was looking for a job.  William Rootes offered him one-test the new Hillman Minx.  Sadly, W.O. could not find anything particularly nice to say about the Minx in his autobiography-he just said the Minx was a good car as far as such cars go (meaning small and low powered).  Rootes was to use other famous drivers later on (such as Sterling Moss and Jack Brabham) to both test and sell Hillmans.  

The Minx was introduced in 1931 as a 4 door sedan, 4 door tourer and a “drop head coupe” (a convertible).  The engine was the 1,185 cc unit used up through the 1950’s and produced about 30 HP.  Top speed was about 59 MPH and fuel consumption was about 35 MPG (that is English gallons remember).  The car had sold axles front and rear and mechanical brakes.  The car looked like a miniature Model A Ford.  From its 

introduction in 1932 until it was replaced by a new model in 1935/36, Rootes sold 43,306 Minxes.  From almost nowhere, Rootes became one of England’s “Big Six” auto manufacturers.  

In addition to the basic Minx, Rootes also built a “sports” version of the Minx.  Adding an aluminum cylinder head to the basic engine increased the horsepower from 30 to 35 and by under slinging the rear axle, Rootes produced the “Aero Minx” of 1932-35.  Only 649 of these cars were built as either fast back coupes, sedans, tourers or drop head coupes.  There was a “Cresta” 2 seater roadster also.  Prices started at 245 pounds for the basic 2+1 fastback coupe.  Top speed was quoted at 72 MPH (a far cry from the 59 MPH of the standard Minx).  Zero to fifty took 22.2 seconds and fuel consumption was only 30 MPG.  This actually made the car faster then the 1959 Minx  All in all the Aero Minx was a cute little sports car.

Unfortunately, unlike the Minx, there were many, many competitors to the Aero Minx (MG, Riley to name just two).  That is one reason why they are so rare. There are actually two Aero Minxes in the club.  This is surprising as Rootes did not actively export cars to the United States until well after WW II.  However, there are a number of pre-war Hillmans in the US-a few years ago there was a 1937 Minx for sale in Pennsylvania and there are these two Aero Minxes.  

The Aero Minx was replaced in 1935 by the Talbot 10, this car reflected Rootes take over of the old Talbot company and was simply the Areo Minx with a Talbot nameplate.  The Talbot 10 did not last long either-it became the Sunbeam Talbot 10 in 1938.  The same car with three different names in about four years!  

Restoration of a ’48 Minx (by Robert Reed)

My son drove the 300 miles to Miami to retrieve the badly decomposed remains of a car.  His instructions were “if its driveable and doesn’t have any serious noises, bring it home”.  

The first process of restoration is unbuilding; so it began until there was only a nude body.  The kind of nude body that evokes monas, not ecstacy.

The floor from the front hump to the door posts and from tunnel to side rails was chiseled out and new steel sheet formed, fitted and welded in.  Numerous patches under the rear seat after the removeable of 

rusted steel.  Wood door posts were replaced with 1”x2” steel tube which later required moving the trafficators about ½ inch.  Lower edges of the doors, quarter panels, inner edges of the front wings-it seemed all of the edges were rusted out! Amazingly teh rocker panels survived with a saturation of “Osoho” (sulphuric acid?) and a togging of paint.  Spray until it drips out.

The boot lid? We call it the trunk door got its new outer skinturned on my English wheel and new top, bottom and side pieces. The only thing salvaged was the inner skin and hinges.  All sheet metal from the gasoline tank and between the side rails including the body panel below the door was formed, fitted and welded.  

Directional signals are plastic trailer clearance lights covered with spun copper rings, chrome plated.  For tail lights I chose lenses from Harley Davidson which seemed to me to be appropriate for size and spun copper bezels.  

Because two of my hubcaps had spring reinforced edges making them almost impossible to remove, I discarded thos two and spun new ones.

My son Ron formed two new steel rear wings and a new bonnet out of aluminum.  Think of all the energy saved to get at the engine-the aluminum hood is much lighter then the original steel one!

The grille as received was a piece of stamped aluminum (interesting, so was the grill on the 1949 Phase II I owned-ed) and was definitely not original Hillman.  The bottom piece After measuring the bottom piece against the pan hinge and springs for the tilt bottom louvre and 1 inch of a louvre enough to

establish a cross section contour.  After making tooling to form the pieces out of brass and paying the chromer $20 a pop, Viola, a new grille.

Don’t ask me why, but with parts received with thye car was a new windshield rubber seal and it surely needed it.  The old one came off in little brittle chunks.

I laminated and formed new oak hood bows and rebuilt the seat springs and frames.  With urethane rubber I formed rear wing stone shields, slip on covers 

for the brake and clutch and embossed the letter “H” on them and a grommet for the fuel tank filler.

Editor’s note:  The result is a really beautiful car that looks as good as it did in 1948.  Note that this car is for sale for $4,900…. There is no way you could get all of the work done on this car for even a multiple of that!  That price is indeed a bargain.  

Service, etc.

All Hillmans seem to have a rattle from the front of the engine.  This distinct noise is due to a loose timing chain.  The reason is that a steel spring blade presses against the chain to maintain the tension.  After some tens of thousands of miles, the chain wears through the spring blade and the tension is lost.  There was a rubber cover on later springs and while that put off the point at which the chain wore through the spring, it still happened. 

The only repair is to buy a new blade- several Sunbeam parts suppliers have them- I happen to have the Victoria British catalog here so I will quote them…. The rubber is part number 1-9992 and costs $4.95, the spring and rubber is part number 1-9993 and costs $14.95.  A complete kit including the spring, rubber and timing chain is part number TCK150 and costs $24.95.  The chain alone is part number 1-819 and costs $16.95.  Victoria British phone number is 800-255-0088.  

Victoria British also has drain plugs-part number 12-133, cost is $3.80 and the special washer- part number 12-5546, cost  twenty-two cents.  

The special cartridge type filter is the same one used on the Triumph TR3, Moss Motors lists it as part number 833-000 at $4.75 (this also includes the rubber ring in several sizes).  Moss’s phone number is 800-667-7872.  Moss also has all of the pieces of the filter unit….. the housing, bolt, spring, etc.  What you have to know is which filter unit you have… the Purolator or Tecalemit-they were both used on Hillmans and while the filter element interchanges, the other components are different.  If you have to guess, every Hillman I have ever seen (this is hundreds) have had the Tecalemit filter.  

5

