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Notes from the editor:  I had planned to get this issue out sooner, but my 95 year old mother’s illness has tied me up completely for two months.  Fortunately she is now recovering and getting good nursing care.   Now is the time to start planning for Hillmans On Holiday Series III.  Dee Zimmerman has a full slate of events planned for us at Rootstown, Ohio on July 29th through August 2.  Now is a good time to get your Hillman out of its winter cacoon and begin getting it ready for its run to Rootstown!  One change is that the Crawford Museum is being renovated, so all of the cars that were at the Museum are now at the Restoration and Storage facility.  So if you thought the tour of the Restoration and Storage facility was great the last time, it will be even better this time.  

Just a note on how good this meet really is… each time there is a Hillmans On Holiday, we not only get everyone who came to the previous get-together, but we add even more people.  The hotel for the meet this year will be the Microtel hotel (almost next door to the hotel we were in last time) and there will be a special “Hillmans On Holiday” rate.  

Hillmans on Holiday, Series III
 

Wednesday, July 29th to Sunday, August 2, 2009

 Just north of Rootstown, Ohio.  Mark your calendars now for the Hillman event of the season, scheduled for Wednesday, July 29th to Sunday, August 2, 2009. Conveniently located just north of Rootstown, Ohio, we are expecting a record turnout of Hillmans and others of the same Rootes. If you own a motorcar from the Rootes Group you will not want to miss this event.

 

Enthusiasts will enjoy a driving tour, tour of the Crawford Preservation Facility, car show and much more.  The registration information will be ready by March 15th.  For further information or to get on the e-mailing list, contact:

 

D Zimmerman

811 South DePeyster Street

Kent, Ohio 44240-3627

330 678-9394

mg-rootes@sbcglobal.net
HILLMAN PARTS WANTED/FOR SALE

WANTED: Singer Gazelle Series III parts. Need grill assembly, side grill assembly, dhc front & rear seats, hubcaps, badges, gauges better than what I have, a vgc steering wheel, a horn ring, a vgc engine hood, vgc trunk lid w/Singer license lamp assy & badge, sunvisors (or something that will allow a pattern), inside door handles, and owner's manual. Email totonybcc56@hotmail.com or call me at (219) 718-7335.

WANTED: Hillman Californian Coupe, second series parts: front seat rails, windshield, front overriders, rear overriders, rear tail lamp assy w/rectangular lenses (and lenses, too), gas pedal assy, and owner's manual. Email to tonybcc56@hotmail.com or call me at (219) 718-7335

FOR SALE: Hillman car literature. Mostly Minx Mk7, Minx Series 3, and Super Minx. Some Sunbeam Alpine stuff, too. Please send details on model. Prices vary but include shipping, handling & insurance. Email totonybcc56@hotmail.com.

WANTED: Looking for pre & post war Minx MkI & MkII models. Close to NW Indiana would be nice. Please send details & pictures to tonybcc56@hotmail.com.

WARTIME HILLMANS:

As a follow-up to my article on wartime Hillmans, I received a very interesting letter from Dave Whall of Rhode Island regarding wartime era Hillmans in England (and export).  Here it is….

Dear Jan

I much enjoyed the most recent issue of the Melodies and the article on pre and war time Hillmans. From what little I have read it appears the UK government allowed the limited production of private automobiles for "essential" users until 1942. Andrew Lane in his little book, Austerity Motoring 1939-50 (Shire Publications, 1987) mentions that private registrations continued at a rate of about 3,500 cars per month (compared to a prewar average of about 25,000-30,000 per month) until the summer of 1940.

At that point the government took over the remaining stock of all unsold private cars and banned the sale of these vehicles except by its permission. It appears that in 1941 the government did allow Ford, Austin, Morris, and Hillman to resume limited production of 8 and 10 horsepower vehicles, and I can recall seeing somewhere a factory photo dated 1941 of a fleet of Vauxhall 10' s emerging from the plant. Again it looks as if all civilian production came to a halt sometime in 1942. I'll specu!ate it was probably by July of that year, for that was the month when the government eliminated the basic petrol ration for civilian use, thereby forcing the bulk of the private fleet entirely off the roads.

To provide some proof that civilian production continued into 1942 I've enclosed a selection of used car advertisements from the Autocar and the Motor from 1946-48. These were some odd magazines that I came across at a flea market several years ago. You will see several listings for 1940 and 1942 Minxes as well as one for a 1941 model. One of the ads for a '42 lists an October '42 registration date, so it is possible that production continued until then, or more likely, it was built earlier and released to a civilian that fall

Dave Whall

Rhode Island

PS Looking over Lane's book the data indicates the UK industry was operating at about 30% of normal pre-war production until June, 1940. In one passage Lane mentions private registrations of about 3,500 per month while in another he records that exports averaged about 5,000 cars per month until Dunkirk. These numbers imply monthly output of 8,000-9,000 cars or production at rate of around 100,000 cars per year. This compares with output of around 325,000 in 1935, 367,000 in 1936, 379,000 in 1937, and 341,000 in 1938.

The export number of 5,000 cars per month is particularly interesting in that it is not much below the rate at which exports were sold in the run-up to the Second World War. For example, exports totaled 54,000 in 1935, 78,000 in 1937 and 68,000 for 1938. Exports apparently ran at a 60,000 annual rate during the Phoney War, no doubt in part to earn currency to help pay for war related imports. Lend-Lease probably put an end to this need, and in fact if I recall correctly the American government pressured the British to stop such exports on the grounds that they could not expect American munitions gratis and still compete with American manufacturers abroad.

HILLMAN PARTS INTERCHANGE:

Two issues back I did a large section on parts interchanges, this brought a very long and VERY USEFUL response from Tony Azcona from Indiana.  Here is his excellent letter……

Got the newsletter the other day and enjoyed every article. Awhile back in my youth (late 60's/early 70's), I used to work for a British car garage called "Snowdon Motor Sales" where Eric Snowdon served as the sole proprietor, boss, master mechanic, parts manager, car salesman, advertising manager and sometimes the janitor (though not often!). He taught me how to drive back in 1971 with a early fifties Hillman Minx Mk7 right hand drive drophead with 4-on-the​column shifter. Talk about making things tough the first time! Anyway, as I continued to help him part-time, he taught me how to fix drivetrains, figure out and repair wiring systems (that kinda was easy because my dad was in. the electronics industry at the time), how to weld & repair del1ts, how to paint a car, and finally the holy grail: how to figure out what parts will interchange & how to get the most money for them, Thus coming to the articles about interchangeability of , Lucas, Smiths, Girling & Lockheed systems. In his shop, he used to order just the seals & boots in a lot based on the bore size. Most common was 3/4" & 7/8" seals. Keep that in mind when working on your Lockheed systems. Quite often these seals can be gotten thru NAPA or thru other parts shops but never thru what I call "fast-food parts stores" like Autozone. Eric pointed out that American cars of the same period tend to use the same size cups & seals as British cars if they use the Lockheed type brake cylinders. It also held true to master cylinders for earlier Hillmans with the master mounted under the floorboards. MG TD and Minx Mk7 use the same bits for master cylinders. Californian Coupes use those same parts, too.

Remember when looking for Lucas parts, the model number is the most important bit of info when interchanging.The actual Lucas part number, whether it's the 5, 7, 9, 10 or 12 digit numbers help ID the part for an EXACT make, model & year but the interchange can only be done with the MODEL number. Voltage regulators fall into 5 general groups: the prewar unit with 4 fuses, the postwar unit with 2 fuses, the pre-60's unit (RB106) with terminal screws & no fuses, the post-60's (RB106/2) with "LUCAR" (push-on) terminals, and finally the last version, RB340 rectangular box requiring a special tool to adjust contact points. It doesn't matter if you have positive or negative earth; you have to polarize them anyway. I won't go thru the procedure of adjusting the bobbin points (use the Lucas directions on that), but you may need to adjust the points to match your dynamo (generator) to prevent any burn-out. For all practical purposes, you can use the pre-60 unit for any earlier unit but you need to add a fuse block (that should take care of having to look for a MGTD reg box). The Series 3 Minx uses the same unit as found on. Austin Healey 100-4/100-6/3000 (up to BJ7)/Bugeye Sprites/Sprite Mkll models, MGA models, Early Sunbeam Alpine models, Triumph TR2/TR3/TR3A models, late Daimler Conquest models, Morris Minor models, and other pre-l 960/61 British cars (some Alfa Romeos, too!).

Starters have 3 general car starter designs: Large, Small, and Pre-Engaged. Large starters are found on Jaguars, "Big Healeys", Triumph TR2 thru TR4A, pre-60s Rovers and other larger British cars of at least 2.5 litres in engine size. The Small starters are found on any engine less than 2 litres made or designed prior to 1960 but after 1954. MGA, Sunbeam Alpine, MG Midget, Austin Healey Sprite, Triumph Spitfire/GT6/HeraldNitesse, Hillman Minx Series 3 & later (same holds true for Singers although pre-Rootes Singers also used the same starter), Lotus, English Ford, Vauxhall, and Amplicars all use the same starter. Finally the last, the Pre-Engaged are found on engine designs after 1964 like MGB, Jaguar cars w/4.2 litre or 5.3 litre engines, Jensen Interceptors, Aston Martin after DB4 series 2, and a few light weight British trucks. Problem with that model is there are at least 3 different front nose castings; you could just swap out the bad starter, take off it's casting and use what you have (like using the casting off a Jaguar but using the motor bits off an MGB). There are issues there to consider, one being that the pre-​engage lever arm can break when swapping if you're not careful.

Horns: anything that works on 12 volts will work. Period. Lucas and Clear Hooters are not the same company. Clear Hooters made similar products as Lucas but at a lesser cost (and sometimes a cheaper made unit). Clear Hooters are found mainly on Triumphs after 1960 and English Fords after 1955. Sunbeam, post-Rootes Singers, and Hillmans were normally equipped with Lucas horns of two distinct periods of design & two basic families: Prewar design & Postwar design, and Large horn & Small horn. Prewar designs are not part of usage for Hillman cars of the 50's & later and therefore not discussed. Postwar units are our points of interest. The large units are found on pre-1956 designed models as a rule and have a "high" & "low" horn. 1957 was the year that Lucas introduced a cheaper horn unit that I call Small. Those are found on just about any British car made from 1957 on and have both "high" & "low" horns. In all cases regarding Lucas horns, they are mounted in pairs of which one is "high" and the other "low". Clear Hooters made a similar product but offered three types of horns: a general use horn, a high horn, and a low horn. High & low horns were always mounted in pairs while the general horn could be used by itself. As for repairs, the earlier Lucas horns had external and internal adjustments and used better materials as a rule. Later Lucas horns tend to corrode at the terminals and internally making adjustments with the adjustment screw a waste of time. Plus you had the headache of drilling out all the rivets holding the unit together with little chance of actually fixing the horn. Most tend to end up in the trash heap at the time (Lucas had a bad period in the late 60's when reports came in that the failure rate nearly reached 50% of the production!). Now you know why Clear Hooters came along. Their product, though cheaper built, tend to have a longer and worry free life with good copper connections, but they did get a contract from Rootes until the early 70's (think of the Plymouth/Hillman Cricket). If you want a louder horn, fit a Large Lucas horns or install air  horns!

Fuses: American fuses are not rated at same amperage as Lucas fuses. An American fuse, like a 20 amp unit, will not open up at 20 amps but at a rater greater than 20 amps. The British fuse rated for 20 amps would blow at 17 amps; the design allows for short spikes but not constant amperage. I would suggest adding a fuse at the dynamo to save that unit from cooking itself from overcharging. Using your workshop manual, the amount of amperage should be stated. If not, an American fuse rated at 25 amps should do on most small generators/dynamos (30 amps on larger units).

The only coil I would ever use on ANY British car is the Lucas Sports Coil. Period. Nothing else is better and all others are worse. This is from years of experience. No more external resistors to use. Nor worry about internal resistors. It's the best part available second to none. End of that.

With lenses and complete units, headlamps,headlamp buckets, and other Lucas lighting and switching, the important thing to remember is the model number, not the part number. The only time the actual part number comes into play is when the part is unique to that car alone and shares nothing with any other car. Turnsignal switches & trafficators are unique but internal guts are similar to other units. A trafficator head of a Triumph TR3A will not fit an Austin Healey 3000 but the internal guts are the same! Lenses prior to 1963 tend to be used by just about any British make. A good example is the clear bee-hive lens used as a turnsignal/parking light for a 1959 Hillman Minx Series 3A Deluxe. It's the same part used by Austin Healey 3000, Triumph TR3A14, Austin Gipsy trucks, Aston Martin DB4, Sunbeam Alpine 1 & 2, Austin Healey Bugeye, Ford Prefect, Foden Trucks, and as back-up lamps for Triumph TR250. Again, the Lucas Model Number is important; it's cast on every lens, lamp unit, switch, starters & generators, every regulator, and wiper motor they make. There may be slight differences: some Lucas wiper motors may have bullet or Lucar connections. Some lenses have mounting holes on the inside only or the outside only. But in a pinch, most will do.

Books About Hillmans (and Rootes)

Douglas Whitbeck  sent me a nice letter adding some more Hillman and Rootes books to the list I published in an earlier issue.  

“Press On Regardless” by F.J. Thwaites.  This is the companion book to “Husky Be MY Guide”, only this time Thwaites takes a Hillman Estate from Canada and heads down to South America

“Poles Apart-A Fast Moving Account of Adventures from Alaska to Antarctica” by R.Pape. Another long distance adventure, this time in a Hillman Minx.  

“Rally Cars-Given the Works” published by Autocar magazine. 

“Rootes Maestros in their own words” by Graham Robson.  This is a new book and covers the memories of drivers like Stirling Moss, Marcus Chambers and Andrew Cowan.  Not cheap (35 British Pounds) 

DON’T FORGET, HILLMANS ON HOLIDAY SERIES on JULY 29 to August 2 in Rootstown, Ohio.  Plan on driving or towing your Hillman! 
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