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Notes From The Editor:  

Plans are moving ahead nicely for the 100th Anniversary meet in Streetsboro, Ohio.  As mentioned in the previous issue, the meet with be held in Streetsboro (not far from Akron and Cleveland, Ohio) just off of Interstate 80 on August 1-5 with a special section of the North East Ohio British Car Council show on August 4, 2007 devoted just to Hillmans (and other Rootes cars-like Humber, Singer and Sunbeam).  This will be THE Hillman meet in North America of the century.  There will probably never be a bigger one and this will be the biggest gathering of Rootes cars since 1972 (when Chrysler brought in the last Plymouth Crickets to their facility in Delaware) and the biggest gathering of Hillmans since the end of the make in the US in 1966.  So, mark your calendar and start planning to drive or tow your Hillman/Sunbeam/Singer/Humber to Streetsboro for the first weekend in August 2007.  If you can’t make the Hillman meet, at least try to make the North East Ohio show on Saturday, August 4th.  

There had been plans for a Hillman meet in 2006 in north central Massachusetts in conjunction with the British Motor Cars of New England club.  Unfortunately, they have decided to skip their show this year they just notified me, so unfortunately the gathering of Hillmans has to be cancelled.  

On a different note, a Hillman collector has written a mystery novel… that features a Hillman.  It is called “Mission Octagon” by Ken Smith.  

Finally, there is an up-coming Sunbeam event in Kentucky.  I can assure everyone that if you bring your Hillman, you will treated like a long lost (well loved) brother!  Tigers East / Alpines East United 26
In Covington, Kentucky across the Ohio River from Cincinnati, Ohio. Headquarters will be the Radisson Covington Thursday informal dinner at the Hofbrauhaus (the only one outside of Munich) Friday rally to Augusta KY with Mayor's trophy presented, Tech sessions including dyno session at Paul's Automotive Saturday- Concourse on the Mainstrasse with catered world famous Skyline Chili. Riverboat dinner cruise in the evening along the Ohio.
Sunday- Autocross followed by the awards banquet.
Parts room combined with hospitality room on 16th floor of hotel with great view of City / River.
Come see what the midwest has to offer.
For further information contact Curt Hoffman at choffman9@cinci.rr.com or 513-683-8571

Cars For Sale/Wanted

1958 Minx, 4 door, some rust.  E-mail sftaxi804@hotmail.com (San Francisco)

1959 Minx, 2 convertibles, both running when parked, need restoration.  $2,500. 206-715-8294 (Tacoma, WA)

1967 Minx (Sunbeam) Series VI 4 door sedan.  Automatic transmission, willow green exterior, green interior (no tears or rips) 74,000 miles, good tires, well maintained, all in tact and in running condition. $3,000 (Canadian)- http: brittishcarfprum.com  /ubbthreads/ppclassifieds   Alberta, Canada

Sunbeam Alpine/Hillman engine: 66-68 Alpine 1725cc, recently rebuilt, contact 905-877-8788 – Georgetown, Ontario (Canada)

Series 2 Husky, titled as 63, in northern California. Contact at bennettgrp@aol.com or 408-489-2222.
'60 Singer Gazelle Convertible, 4 cyl,  1500cc. 4 sp, 11K mi,  great condition, $3,500 OBO, 619-886-8260 or 858-775-4540.
I have some Hillman and Sunbeam parts I need to sell/dispose of. In particular several cans of Whitworth nuts and bolts, and a 1951 Hillman flat head 4, (nearly complete). Jim Yerkey JimDozz@AOL.com
Wanted:  Minx convertible or Sedan-Series IIIA-C.  Contact    lamber90405@yahoo.com

Wanted: Do you know anyone who would have a rear window for a 67 Sunbeam Minx? Rick Hammes Kansas City 913-649-2204

I live in Minnesota, have a fine running Hillman 4 cylinder flat-head engine and transmission. It is in a yard car or tractor, runs perfect. Jon Nelson deckslider@hughes.net Stewartville, Mn.

Useful Information:  If you need a car transported, try Kiwi Auto Transport.  He is an individual and lives in Strawberry, AR.  His name is Lindsay King (New Zealander) and is familiar with the Rootes cars.  His number is 870-307-5322 or 870-528-4351.
Pilot Bearings: Dimensions for the pilot bushing (the bronze bushing located inside the crankshaft to hold the clutch shaft) are 5/8" ID, 7/8" OD, 5/8" high.  A local machine shop could turn one out for you out of bronze or from an appropriate material that could be soaked in oil for 24 hours prior to installation.  

Rear Transmission Seals: I am in the process of replacing transmission seals on my Minx IIIA and thought someone may be interested in the following:
 I recently ordered the rear seal from Kip Motors and they supplied a seal mfg by Chicago Rawhide (C.R.) under part no. 13556. However when I removed the old seal I noticed that it was a two way seal....ie stops dirt one way and oil the other. It was also spring tensioned on the oil side. The C.R. part is the proper inside and outside dimension but is only single sided and not spring tensioned. I went to the C.R. local rep today and he provided the following information/solution. This is a rare sized seal. The better seal is p/n 13552 since it is spring tensioned, but it still only works one way. However, the two C.R. seals together make up the same width as the old original double seal so install both with the 13222 seal towards the transmission (oil) and the 13556 towards the drive shaft (dirt). I offer this because he said the double acting seals with these odd dimensions are very hard to find. C.R. Dealers are easy to find and their prices are a fraction of after-market dealers.

Spark Plugs: A local parts supplier, who has years of experience and also happens to own a Sunbeam, has searched for the proper replacement plug for the Hillman & Sunbeam and recommends the Autolite #404.
More On the Paykan….

One of the more interesting aspects of Hillmans was that the 1967 Hillman Hunter was still being built in Iran nearly 40 years after its introduction in England.  Sadly, production of the “Paykan” (which is Farsi-the Iranian language-for “Arrow”) stopped recently.  However, it has been learned that while production of the “Paykan” automobile has ceased, production of a pickup truck (or “Ute” to the Australians) is still continuing.  A visit to the English language homepage of Iranian Industries (the manufacturer of the Paykan) provided a history of the Hillman/Rootes cars in Iran.  The history is as follows……

After several unsuccessful attempts to make FIAT automobiles, the most serious step towards production of automobiles was taken by establishment of Iran National Factories (Iran khodro, public joint stock co.) and presentation of Paykan passenger car on Aug. 17, 1962. Iran National was commissioned to manufacture the latest model of HILLMAN under the name of Paykan GT. 

In 1966, Iran Khodro was licensed to produce various four-cylinder passenger cars, and, after installation of the Paykan production line, it started manufacturing with the initial capacity of 6000 units per annum under license of 'ROOTS' (now known as Chrysler). 

The first automobile which was made in 1967, was Paykan, presented in two models of Deluxe and standard. In the same year, Paykan pickup and Paykan taxi were added to the production line. In addition, the commercial Paykan was presented to the market in the next two years and the Automatic Paykan came into being in 1970. Within the years 1971 and 1972, six models of Paykan were being manufactured: Deluxe, Pickup, Standard, GT, Taxi, and Automatic. 

After closedown of Talbot production lines and cancellation of the contract under which they provided the power train parts, it was decided to continue production of Paykan in the country in 1985. 

After extensive research, changing the power train of Paykan was approved. Based on a contract, the French company Peugeot agreed to provide Iran Khodro with 60000 engines and suspension systems of Peugeot 504 per year for installation on the present Paykan body for six years. 

Attempt to manufacture locally Paykan parts started in 1991 by establishment of the Self-Sufficiency Unit of Iran Khodro. The activities were later centralized in SAPCO in 1993. By realization of the anticipated plans and increase of production capacities of part makers up to 120,000 units a year, now we are producing almost 98% of the parts needed for Paykan 1600 in Iran. 

After installation and commissioning of machinery purchased from Talbot Co. of England and producing the necessary parts in Iran, the production of Paykan 1600 after sometime recession was resumed in Sep. 1992. 

As the largest vehicle manufacturing industrial complex in Iran, Iran khodro decided to establish a research center in 1994, aimed at acquiring automobile design and engineering know-how. In this line, the project of design and manufacturing of the first national vehicle, titled New Paykan, was put on schedule. During the past years, various models of Paykan have been produced, i.e., Deluxe (1600 cc, 1725 cc, 1800 cc), Standard, GT, and Taxi.

Some notes on the above.  The “1600” engine is not really a Peugeot engine but appears to be the 1600 used in the Hillman Avenger (Plymouth Cricket) series of cars Also, from the various production figures I have seen, it appears that over a million Paykans have been produced by Iran Khodro, greatly exceeding the number of Hunters (and Sunbeam Arrows) built by Rootes, Chrysler and Peugeot over the model’s life in England.  The following is an e-mail from a Hillman owner from Holland.  

This past January I went to Iran on business (Bert is from Holland) and I managed to get some spare parts. The Iranian company where I went even helped me with that. Just outside the hotel were two car parts suppliers stocking almost anything you can imagine in Peykan parts. I had taken some of my Sunbeam pics with me for explaining why I wanted these parts for my 1351 (by Persian reckoning, that is, from the prophet Mohammed's birth) Hillman. The hotel was in Qazvin, the company where the work was to be done about 40 kms in the direction of Tehran (i.e. half way). The first day, a white Peykan taxicab brought us there. This was total delight. I haven't driven my own car for 20 years or so, and then, it has some wear and tear, but this one drove like new. No rattles or other noises, good working suspension, nice engine sound etc. Flawless. One should note a Peykan is not just a Hillman copy. Development continued in Iran on where it stopped in the UK in 1976. What I didn't like was the totally new dashboard, too much plastic etc. The interior of the taxi cab had only rubber mats, that made it a bit cheap. The tunnel side safety belt anchoring points were attached to the seats themselves, not to the tunnel. What I did like was the redesigned front door window: no small ventilator window any more, but a revised wind-down window with the possibility of changing the outside mirror from inside, like modern 
cars have. Unfortunately, I had very little time, not enough to make photos in detail. The cab driver was stopped at the highway toll booth by the police 
for not having snow chains on his tyres. He tried to mount them on the spot but did not succeed (parts of the chains missing?) so he had to continue along a secondary road and we arrived a bit late. 
On traffic in general in Iran: The roads are very good, traffic is not that dense. At night, many cars have non-functional lights. You see also older Peykans very similar to our Hunters. Peykan production has stopped in 2005, but you see still many of them.
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