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Notes From The Editor:  

I have held off this issue in the hope that a number of items will be finalized.  Unfortunately, only one has been and that is the one furthest away! (in time that is).   You may not be aware of it, but 2007 is the hundredth anniversary of the Hillman car.  William Hillman and Louis Coatalan formed the Hillman Motor Car Company in 1907.  Their first car ran in the Tourist Trophy race that year in Ireland and although the car did not finish the race, it did so well that the company got off to a good start.  To celebrate the 100 years (in 2007), Dee Zimmerman has again offered to run and host the event.  Those of you that attended the 2005 event know that Dee is probably one of the best car meet planner/organizers in the country, so we will have a GREAT time.  Dee has managed to get Hillman as the featured marque at the North East Ohio British Car Council show on August 4, 2007.  So mark your calendars for August 1 to 5, 2007 and plan on being in Streetsboro, Ohio on those days (just south of Cleveland-near Akron).  We have been working on this on the internet for some time and we already have about 15 cars signed up plus many people planning on attending-possibly from as far away as Australia.  It appears that there will be three Hillman Easidrive cars there!  There will also be at least one Phase II Minx convertible (a 1948 model) there also.  This will be the biggest Hillman meet ever held on the North American Continent-so plan on attending.  The meet is also open to Sunbeam sedans and 4 passenger convertibles, all Singers, all Humbers, all Commers and Plymouth Crickets.  

In addition to getting together, there will also a tour of the restoration shop of an excellent local antique car museum-I can assure everyone that this tour alone is worth the trip.  So, get to work on your Hillman so that it can make it to Streetsboro or get a good towing rig!  My wife and I will be attending in “Gordy” (my ’62 Minx convertible).  I am also going to notify the Association of Rootes Car Clubs in England so that this meet will be Internationally sanctioned as the North American Anniversary meet. The Brotherhood of the Three Spires is the USA affiliate of the ARCC.

In addition, a smaller get together is being planned for this year (2006) in central Massachusetts.  The British Motor Club of New England has an annual meet and show in northern central Massachusetts and have agreed to host all of the Hillmans that wish to attend.  As soon as I get more information from them, I will publish it.   However, for some reason they are very late in getting the date on the calendar, it is usually the first or second weekend in August but so far this year they have not set a date.  The meet is usually at the Wachusett Inn.  

Finally, because 2007 is the Anniversary year for Hillman, plan on showing your Hillman or  Sunbeam or Cricket as much as possible that year.  If you belong to a local British Car club, see if they will make Hillman the featured Marque at their show and then let me know about so I can publish it!  

Car & Parts For Sale or Wanted

1959 Minx Convertibles (2), both ran when parked, need restoration. $2,500  206-715-8294 Tacoma, WA

1966 Minx  Series VI, complete interior- 2 front seats, rear seat and 4 door panels.  Red, no rips, slightly faded from sun.  Some other trim available. $300 (Canadian), in eastern Ontario.  E-mail at welsh_Hillman@hotmail.com (there is an underscore between welsh and Hillman)

Transmission: Borg-Warner type 35 Automatic.  Came out of a Series VI (1725) Minx.  Assured by previous owner that it worked fine.  $250 (Canadian)  in eastern Ontario.  E-mail at welsh_Hillman@hotmail.com (there is an underscore between welsh and Hillman)

Sunbeam Rapier- 2 Series I hardtops FREE.  Dave Dawn, 201 Elizabeth St., Albuquerque, NM 87123 505-440-6688.  

1962 Super Minx Convertible in Dundas, Ontario.  New sills, rear valance repaired and bare metal respray 7-8 years ago. Asking $3,500 Canadian.  Call Sheilia at 905-529-3934 or e-mail Roger at Hillman1946@yahoo.com.  

Sunbeam Rapier/Hillman Minx/Singer Gazelle convertible front seats and rear seats.  In good condition, medium (wedgewood) blue.  Fronts are fold forward buckets. $200.  Jan Eyerman, 4 Townley Ct., Flanders, NJ 07836. 

Mint 62 Hillman Minx Automatic.  It is seafoam green and cream with all original paint and mats.  It has 30,000 original miles on it and runs perfectly.  Lorne Thoen Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Canada. lathoen@sasktel.net (car is in California). 
WANTED:  Rear window for 1967 Minx Series VI. Rick Hammes, Kansas City,  913-649-2204 

Car Of The Quarter:  

MY EASIDRIVE EXPERIENCE (part 2)  By Ernie Clerihew

 “You drove that car to Ohio?”  This question, accompanied by a disbelieving smile, is usually what I hear when I tell my friends that my wife, Melanie, and I drove our 1960 Hillman Minx to the “HILLMANS ON HOLIDAY” weekend in September of this past year in Streetsboro, Ohio.  It was 700 miles one way.  We covered a total of 1444 miles over the course of four and one half days.  For us (and our small dog Sophie who accompanied us) it was a trouble-free and wonderful experience.  We met some great Hillmen and Hillwomen who we feel would have done anything for each other, participated in some memorable events and visited a really nice part of Ohio that we otherwise would never have been aware of.

What makes this successful trip even more unlikely is that our 45 year old car is equipped with a Series I Easidrive Automatic transmission.  In the last issue of  Melodies I told how I acquired my car and gave a brief account of my life with it and it’s unusual transmission.  Now for a layman’s explanation of how it works, then some wondering aloud about why these transmissions never did well in the market place.  

Remember the science experiment back in elementary school in which iron filings placed on a piece of paper were arranged in lines of magnetic flux by a magnet placed beneath the paper?  If you can visualize that experiment, you have the basic idea of Easidrive.  Easidrive is a magnetic powder coupling which becomes solid when the iron  powder is magnetized.  This coupling does the job of the clutch in a regular manual transmission car.  Imagine that the rear flange of the engine crankshaft is connected to a drum (this is the drive member of the coupling).  Imagine the transmission input shaft is connected to smaller drum (this is the driven member of the coupling) that fits inside the drum on the engine.  These drums are separated by a small air gap filled with an amount of iron powder.  In neutral, as the crankshaft turns, this powder is thrown harmlessly by centrifugal force against the inside of the outer (drive) drum.  Now surround these drums with a stationary magnetic coil, mounted in the transmission’s bell housing.  When the magnetic coil is energized, the iron powder organizes itself in columns of magnetic flux between the two drums, forming a solid coupling between the drive and driven members.  The advantage to such a coupling is that there is little to no slippage.  Slippage from a hydraulic torque converter made conventional automatic transmissions impractical for use in an under-2-liter car, since the torque converter wasted too much power.  Rootes thought their application of a fully automatic transmission to a 1500cc car would represent a design coup-and it did!

 But though it sounds simple enough, the devil is in the details.  All this stuff under the floorboards is controlled by a gear selector switch, a governor which monitors road speed and throttle position, a gearshift solenoid and a control unit which contains relays, resistors, a thermal switch and a rectifier.  In actual operation, there are two magnetic couplings which operate independently.  One is for direct drive (top gear) and the other is for indirect drive ( 1st, 2nd and reverse).   My car has an early example of this transmission and is therefore an unimproved model, with mechanical relays instead of transistors in the control box.  The Easidrive concept was developed in America by the Eaton/Yale Company, a manufacturer of fork lifts and industrial conveyors.  They had successfully made  magnetic powder coupling systems for industrial applications and reasoned that it would not be too great a leap to go into automotive power transmission systems.  When the company found no takers for this type of transmission in the States, they took the idea to England, where the Smiths Electrical firm bought the rights to produce such a transmission.  During our many car-side chats at the Streetsboro meet, it was decided that Easidrive may not have been especially unreliable so much as it was just plain unusual.  Much trouble can arise from a bad ground or burned points on a relay, and even an experienced garage mechanic in the early 60s had no idea what he was looking at when he got under the bonnet of an Easidrive Minx: it was just (another) weird foreign car that nobody wanted to deal with.  

My car is also apparently an example of a Rootes Easidrive car that didn’t sell when new: my car was registered as a 1962, probably the year it was sold.  It took the expertise of Jan Eyerman at the Streetsboro meet to figure this out, by decoding the serial number and noting different features which gave it away as a model that is older than it’s papers show it to be.  In the 1960s, it was a common practice of foreign car dealers to sell leftover models as next year’s models;  they were still “new” in that they hadn’t been used.  Jan also told me that my Minx was built to compete directly with the Ford Falcon of 1960.  This was the first year for that model.  In 1960, a 4 door Falcon with a manual transmission sold for $1995 (U.S. dollars)  But a 4 door Hillman Minx Special with an automatic transmission could also be had for $1994 (U.S. dollars)  The thought was that the advantage would be to the Rootes product, having an automatic.  Who knows.  My older sister had a 1960 Falcon and I can attest that the performance of the 2 cars is actually not too much different.  They are both very slow accelerators, they probably handle about as well as your average 1960 sedan and are less roomy than a full size car of the day.  The styling on the Series III Minx, though, is way more snazzy, and that’s enough for me.   

Easidrive Notes: 

The Easidrive automatic seems to have been introduced into the United States on February 24, 1960, over three months after the 1960 model Series IIIA Hillman Minxes were introduced on October 28, 1959.  The price of the Easidrive option was $199.  Unique to the United States was the availability of Easidrive on the low cost ($1,795) Hillman Minx “Special” sedan.  In England and most other countries, the Easidrive option was available only the “DeLuxe” models.   This meant that the Easidrive equipped “Specials” had a “DeLuxe” steering wheel and steering column cover.  The manual transmission equipped “Specials” had a pull button on the dashboard and a blanked out hole for a gauge.  When equipped with an Easidrive, the Specials had a push button starter switch (to allow a safety interlock) and an ammeter in the dash.  

Thus Ernie’s car is very unique.  I owned an identical car to his back in 1965-an Easidrive equipped 1960 Series IIIA Special in light blue (the same color).  I converted it to a manual transmission when I ran into electrical problems in 1966.  

According to a letter I have from Ian Garrard, when he took over West Coast sales for Rootes in 1961, he had hundreds of left over Minx Easidrive equipped cars scattered all over Los Angeles in storage.  His first job was to sell them off.  

REMEMBER STREETSBORO OHIO ON AUGUST 1-5, 2007.  Get your Hillman or Sunbeam or Singer or Commer or Humber or Plymouth Cricket ready for that BIG show!
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