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Notes from the editor: I had been planning on putting out newsletters this past year, but a number of personal problems interfered.  Things have finally quieted down here so I can get back to writing.  I hope everyone is planning on getting their Hillmans out for the spring!  More importantly, there is ANOTHER national Hillman meet coming up.  This one will be held in the Seattle area.  Start making your plans now!  

2008 Hillman Meet: Compared to the Ohio event this Hillman Gathering might be a bit more informal but packed full of good times for Hillman fans. First of all the meet will tie into our local All British Field Meet here in Bellevue, Washington.  www.abfm.com. So effectively we get the advantage of riding the coat tails of an already well-organized event-taking place on Sat. July 26. Last year we had 24 Rootes vehicles in attendance, as it was a special salute to Sunbeam. Immediately following the field meet we'll go on our traditional Rootes car excursion into the nearby countryside and end up at the Triple X Root Beer drive-in. www.triplexrootbeer.com. I'm planning on showing a slide show of the 2007 Hillman Centenary in Coventry on a big screen on Saturday night. On Sunday we'll have our Hillman Gathering. Right now I'm planning on having it at the same location as I thought it worked out rather well. I like the idea it's along an old abandoned rail line converted to foot and bicycle use but readily accessible to cars as well. It's in the country and the nearby town of Snohomish has lots of character and lots of antique shops. I spotted a rare early 50's Singer roadster in one of the shops there last year In any event we're planning on finishing up the day and event with a nice motoring drive back through the countryside returning to the Triple X drive-inn in Issaquah for our final get together to end the weekend. As for accommodations I'm directing people to use the accommodations set up for the ABFM here in Bellevue. Western Washington ABFM - Where Should I Stay? Rooms have been reserved at the Larkspur Landing Hotel (formerly the Candlewood Suites) 15805 S.E. 37th Street, Bellevue, WA 98006, until June 22, 2006 at the special rate per night for 1-4 people. . Please mention the ABFM when making reservations At (425) 373-1212 or another good option less than a mile from the ABFM site and about 2 miles from my house rooms from about $85 in mid July: Days Inn Bellevue www.daysinnbellevue.com 3241 156th Avenue SE I-90 Exit 11Bellevue, WA 98007 US Phone: 425-643-6644 

SO MARK YOU CALENDAR FOR THE WEEKEND OF JULY 26 & 27 IN BELLEVUE WASHINGTON!  Contact Craig Burlingame at 3625 West Lake Sammamish Rd SE, Bellevue, WA for details!!  

Hillmans On Holiday Series II 2007:  To those of you, who missed this wonderful meet, plan on coming to the meet in Bellevue, WA this summer or plan way ahead for Hillmans On Holiday Series III in 2009 at Rootstown (Streetsboro), Ohio!   The following is Jim Mazour’s article on this past summer’s meet.

I returned home safely last night following a 675 mile drive (flat-towing my Sunbeam Rapier behind a Jeep Cherokee) from the most successful Hillmans on Holiday Series II event in Rootstown (Streetsboro), Ohio. D and Bob Zimmerman did a smashing job of organizing this most enjoyable three-day gathering of Hillman and Sunbeam owners and their cars. Thank you both for all your hard work. Nine Hillman cars and six Sunbeams vehicles were in attendance, and included: 

1 - 1935 Hillman Aero Minx 

2 - Hillman Minx convertibles

3 - Hillman Minx saloon cars

1 - Hillman Minx Estate car

2 - Hillman Huskys

1 - early Sunbeam Alpine

2 - Sunbeam Rapiers

1 - Sunbeam Imp

2 - Sunbeam Tigers

Congratulations goes to Lynn Faulkner of Mason, Ohio and his beautiful 1935 white Hillman Aero Minx open tourer, which won the Best of Show award at the British Car Day show that our group participated in on the final day. This was no small feat because the show contained some 200 British cars, including a number of exotic Rolls Royce, Bentley, Jaguar and Aston Martin vehicles. To my knowledge, this is the first time that a Hillman car has won the Best of Show or Peoples Choice award at any good size British car show held in the USA. I am sure there are some RR/Bentley, Jaguar and Aston Martin owners now wondering, "What happened that we didn't win," and "Who are those guys?" 

We had six mechanical problems with six different cars, and five of the problems were fixed by the owners, which I think is a tribute to the repair skills of our Hillman/Sunbeam group. Alan Lee's loss of six quarts of oil from his early Alpine's engine ensures that we will continue to have high oil prices through the summer season. 

I meet some wonderful people for the first time, including Sunbeam Rapier Registry club members, Alan and Mary Lou Miles from Richmond, British Columbia, Canada, W.B. "Bill" Haley from Gordonsville, Virginia; and Marc and Sue Williams from Greensboro, North Carolina. And, a special thank you must go the Doug Edwards of Vacaville, California who donated many of the raffle prizes for the final night dinner banquet. I hope everyone had a safe trip, and I look forward to seeing you all again at Hillmans on Holiday Series III in Rootstown, Ohio in 2009. Jim Mazour West Des Moines, Iowa.

Prize winners were:  

British Car Days XXI

Hillman-

1st place Bob and D Zimmerman, 1960 Husky

2nd place Jeff Coen, 1965 Husky

 

Rootes-

1st place Allen and Alice Lee, 1953 Sunbeam Alpine

2nd place Marc and Sara Williams, 1958 Sunbeam Rapier

 

Best of Show Lynn Faulkner, 1935 Aero Minx Open Tourer

 

Hillmans On Holiday Series II Winners:

Hillman Minx Sedan

1st place Chuck Hillman

2nd place Ernie and Melanie Clerihew

3rd place Bill Haley

 Hillman Minx Conv

1st place Jan Eyerman

2nd place Larry Condie

3rd place George Misic

 Hillman Husky and Estate Car

1st Jeff Coen

2nd place Bob Sekelsky

 Sunbeam

1st place Jim Mazour

2nd place Allen Lee

 Best Hillman 

1935 Hillman Aero Minx Lynn Faulkner

Following the HOH tradition of awarding trophies to cars that weren’t at the show; George Misic got a trophy even though his Hillman convertible did not make it to Ohio!  At the first HOH show it was Jeff Coen’s Husky that didn’t make it and won a trophy. 

There isn’t much I can add to Jim’s excellent article.  On the way home, about an hour East of Streetsboro, the engine of my Minx stopped and refused to start.  After going through all of the usual checks, I resigned myself and rented a U-Haul truck and trailer and towed the Minx the rest of the way to New Jersey.  It took me two weeks to get it running again.  With the exception of Jim Mazour’s Rapier and Lynn Faulkner’s Aero Minx, I believe every car at the show had one breakdown (or more).  

How To Tow A Hillman:  I have been reading the recent postings regarding towing a Hillman - or any Rootes car for that matter, and decided to add my two cents worth. 


I am a strong proponent of flat towing the Rootes vehicle behind the appropriate tow vehicle. I have a custom fabricated tow attachment bar, which attaches to the Rapier via four metal brackets welded to the car - two to the front cross member, and two to the front frame rail (where the box opening for the jack is located). These brackets are not visible when viewing the car from the front. The other end of this metal attachment bar contains two attachment points, which connect to a triangular shaped tow bar with hitch that attaches to the receiver of my tow vehicle - a 1997 Jeep Cherokee Sport. The total cost for this fabricated tow attachment bar and the triangular shaped tow bar was approximately $400.

I have towed my Rapier to two distant events (2004 SUNI IV in Park City, Utah and 2005 Hillmans on Holiday in Streetsboro, Ohio) totaling approximately 4,500 miles without any problems whatsoever. The Jeep is rated to tow up to 5,000 pounds, so the Rapier (weight 2,360 pounds with another 150 pounds of miscellaneous stuff inside) is no problem to tow. I get approximately 15 miles per gallon in this towing configuration, and have traveled as fast as 72 miles per hour (down a long hill in Wyoming). I can tow all day long comfortably at 65 miles per hour. The Rapier follows the Jeep very nicely, and is not nearly as wide as a trailer would be. The Rapier's front wheels always follow the path of the Jeep, and nothing is done to the Rapier's steering system.

I do drain the Rapier's transmission of its fluid and remove the driveshaft.  As it has been explained to me, the Rootes transmission is only properly lubricated by the movement of its internal components powered by the engine. It is not properly lubricated by movement from the rear driveshaft. I save the fluid that is drained, and replenish the transmission with the same fluid upon arriving at my destination. It now takes me less that one hour to set up the Rapier for a flat tow. 

I modified a $30 boat trailer wiring harness to connect the Jeeps electrical system to the tail lamps of the Rapier, which provide the necessary stop lights, turn signals and night-time running lights. 

The Rapier's wheel bearing are checked for proper lubrication before undertaking these journeys - just as I would probably do if I was using a trailer.

The only downside to flat towing is backing up. It is a challenge to back up a tow vehicle with another vehicle affixed to it. It can be done, but must be done slowly and carefully. I just make a point of parking the vehicle(s) such that I can always leave going forward. I have no trailer purchase expense, no trailer storage, and no trailer maintenance. 

JIm Mazour, West Des Moines, Iowa

Hillman Parts Interchange: 

Air Duct Tubing or Hose: The 3 ½ inch paper air ducting hose on a Hillman is hard to get.  Someone discovered that an Austin Healey hose fits.  Here is the story.  Hi All, I have in my hand an Air Hose, 3 1/4" X 30", Moss Motors number 456-150. I am fairly certain that it will stretch at least half again that length if not more. This is the AH hose I got from Moss and used on my Husky. It looks nasty where you cut it but I think anything with wire in it will look nasty when you cut it. I used some black electrical tape around the cut ends. Leave enough on the inside so the pressure will hold it in place on the inside, go around the out side of the hose with another run of tape, enough so that the clamp will catch the edge of it and help hold it in place, this cleans it up very nicely. 

Radiator Caps:  There were actually four different radiator caps listed for Hillmans.  The commonest are both long-neck caps (1" depth), the earlier one, apparently used mostly up through '58, was a 7# cap, common to AH/MG Sprites/Midgets (Unipart GRC101), and the 59-on was a 4# cap, common to some of the older Jags and Triumphs (Unipart GRC103). The Super Minx -62 is shown as a short (3/4" depth) cap, also used on early MGB (Uni GRC102), and the 61-up Minx and 63-65 Husky is shown as a short 9# cap (GRC107) which is primarily a Rootes thing.  Of course, the actual neck depth in the radiator is the main determinant of which cap depth you want, and you can work with pressures a bit depending on your car and your climate.

Floor Pans: The reproduction front floor pans manufactured by Gerald Shetler of Ohio (USA) are hand-fabricated to include the rib-like pressings found in the original pans that give the pan metal structural strength. I have a set of the front floor pans in my garage, and "Gerry" had another set on display at the Hillmans of Holiday event in 2005. Ed Meadcroft (then in Erie, PA-now back in England), bought a full set and welded them into the floor of his ’59 Series III Minx convertible.  They fit perfectly and looked great.  I just received an e-mail from Gerald Shetler informing me of his new telephone number and e-mail address: Gerald Shetler 9045N Chillicothe Road Kirtland, Ohio 44094 New Telephone Number: 440-477-5593
New E-mail: cjas1223@yahoo.com
A Cricket Story:  Actually, the Cricket was bought by my Mother from a Chrysler-Plymouth dealer I worked for at the time, but I drove it more than she did. 

The color of my car was British Racing Orange, although it leaned more towards red. The "Dress-up kit" consisted of a white 2 piece (one inside the other) racing stripe down each side if the car that was made from some self adhesive vinyl and was applied at the dealership. It did make the car look better.

Chrysler recalled all of the batteries in the Crickets, I don't remember why, and replaced them with an ill-fitting battery that looked like it was originally made for the original VW Beetle.

About a month after Ma bought it, I pulled it into the shop after hours, and the mechanic and myself literally disassembled and reassembled the whole car. It was so full of rattles and squeaks you could barely hear yourself think. It was missing mounting bolts, and many screws. The car was still under warranty, so we charged-back our time to Chrysler. After that it was a quiet little car.

It was an automatic transmission, and the gear indicator would jam up, I had to replace it several times. The speedometer would stick at 60 mph. To get it to return to zero, you would have to hit the top of the dashboard. About a year after Ma bought the Cricket (about 1974) Chrysler "bought-back" all of the Cricket parts the dealership had in stock. They also had a large pegboard on the wall that had all the special Cricket tools. I think Chrysler bought-back those as well. I keep kicking myself, the owner of the dealership offered to sell me everything that they were buying-back for $500, and I turned him down. 

After Chrysler did the buy-back, getting parts for the car was almost impossible. The starter went out, and I had to resort to contacting a person I barely knew in the UK, and he got me a rebuilt one. The car was out of service for 6 months waiting for the starter, and that was the last straw, it was traded in for a AMC Hornet.

By the way, the "buy-back" of the Cricket parts was
supposed to be a "secret", I was told by the owner of the dealership, who was my boss, that I was never to talk of it. He can't hurt me now, the dealership closed in the late '70s and he died about 10 years later. 

If you really want to get a rare Cricket, get the station wagon, if you can find one. Someone told me that they sold a total of 6 in the US. (editor’s note, this is not true, one dealer in Sussex County, NJ had six of them). 

Actually, the Cricket never really had a chance, it was poorly built, even by US standards at the time, and Chrysler was introducing a Japanese-built car under the Dodge nameplate (I forget what they called it). (editor’s note-that was the Dodge Colt) 

Had enough ramblings?  Timm Napravnik

Hillman Parts:  Engine, transmission, radiator, differential, rims for a 1960’s Hillman wagon.  Contact Stevan R. Jones, 6195 Marion Pl, Hamburg, NY 14075

Hillman Meet: Just to remind everyone, that the big Hillman event of 2008 will be the meet in Bellevue Washington.  This will be the fourth National Hillman Meet (the first was in also in Bellevue in 1999).  This will be a fun meet for everyone.  I am planning on coming out (but not with my Hillman).  

DON’T FORGET THE 2008 HILLMAN MEET IN BELLEVUE WASHINGTON ON JULY 26 & 27.  CONTACT CRAIG BURLINGAME.  
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